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4.0 LEARNING OUTCOME
After studying thisUnit, you should beableto:

e Understandand assesstheimportancecof publicpolicy;
e Discussand analyseastowhy westudy public policy; and
e Explanthenationa policy agendainagloba context.

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Public policy forms asignificantcomponent of thesociety and government. Itisafrequently used
term in our daily life.and in our academicliteraturewherewe often make referencesto national
health policy, the new education policy, wagepolicy, agricultura policy, foreign policy and soon.
It isan area, which had to do with thosespheresthat arelabeled aspublic. The.concept of public
policy presupposesthat thereisadomain of lifethat isnot privateor purely individual, butheldin
common. ThisUnit will highlight theimportanceof public policy, roleof thestate, and national

policy agenda.

4.2 IMPORTANCEOFPUBLICPOLICY

Publicpolicy focuseson what John Dewey (1927) wrote 85" thepublicandits problems™. Itis
concerned with how issuesand problemscometobe defined, and constructed, and how they are
placedon thepolitical and party agenda. Butitisalsothestudy d "*how, why and towhat effect
governments pursue particular courses of action and inaction™,or asDye putsit, with "what
governmentsdo, why they doit, and what differenceit makes". Thisstudy of the nature, causes,
and effectsof public policiesrequiresthat weavoid anarrow focusand draw on avariety of
approachesand disciplines.
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Itismaintained that the delivery of goodsand servicesisimportant, but asKirlin notes, "itisnot the
critical roleof government. Government istheingtitutionof society withsingular obligationsto

facilitatesocietal choicemakingand action. Itsability to makedecisonsand to act arethedominant

dimensions by which governmental performance should be judged” . Parsonssays, " Thewider

purposes of publicpolicy asinvalvingenlightenment,thefuller developmentd individuasin society,

and thedevel opment d consent, consensus, socid awarenessand legitimacy, rather than ssimply

the delivery of goodsand services, isatheme whichhas preoccupiedthe work of leading scholars

in thefiled d public policy and policy analyss, such as. Lasswell, Lindblom, and Etzioni.” Itisa
therne which, inthecontext d the appearanceof public-sector ‘'management’ and the notion of the
citizen ascustomer, we do well to remember and articulatetoday. Publicpalicy involvesimproving
thedemocraticor political capacitiesof people, and not smply theefficiency and effectivenessof

thedelivery o services. Thismeansextendingdemocriatic control over the managerid arrangements
through reinvigoratingand reforming governancearrangements.

For many scholarsthestudy d publicpolicy and policy analysishasanimportantrolein education.
For Lasswell, public policy as publiceducation wasvitd if democracy wasnottofal prey tothe
interestsand manipulationsd powerful dites. Theultimateamof policy-making,hebelieved,was
in the formation of values, which could shepethefull developmentof individuasand society asa
whole. Thus, public policy and policy andysishegas Lasswell understood) itssourceandfocusin
the personnel and in theself.

For many scholarspublic policy should, aboveall, beconcernedwith va ues, themost important
d whicharethetransmissionand application of knowledge and democratic'skillsto aswidea
public aspossible. Thegoal o policy analysisshould betofacilitate apolicy-makingprocess,

which isinformed by enlightenmentand emanci pationand which can kegp " divethe pluralismof

authority and control that: preventsthe absol utization of political power”. Aswehavestudied,

there are model sand approachesthat aremoreconcerned with public policy as public education
and whichstressva ues, such as,"participation’,‘communication', decentralisation’ and ‘community’.

Theseadternative models offer the prospect of using dial ogue, communication,cooperation,
and socid learningasmodesd both policy 'production’ and 'delivery' soasto promotea more
‘operationalised citizenship' and active participationin themaking of publicchoices.. Thismay
well requirearadical shift away fromtheso-called 'redlistic’ conceptualisation of representative
democracy towards an openly.idealistic visonaf publicpolicy aspublic learningand education.
Thisre-orientation of public policy asa mode of publiclearning will alsoinvolvethere-design of

theingtitutional context o policy-making. It may beemphasised that ingtitutionsdo matter,andthe
challengefor thefuturewill betodesign and adapt political and social institutionsespeciallyto
improve thecommuni cative—rather then theinstrumental —rationality of democraticsocieties.

At this point,itisnecessary to highlightafew aspectsof thestudy of public policy. Theapproaches,
concepts, and strategiescontributetowardsfulfilment of the goals of government. Thestudy of
public policies, therefore, represent a powerful approachfor thispurpose. Public policy isalsoan,
important devicefor moving asocid sysemfromthepast tothefuture. | t hel psto shapethefuture.

Public policy isgenerdlyinfluenced by thepast. How the present dimensionsdf public policy in
the devel oping countriesemerged, how they now appear, and how the present sustainsthemare
importantquestionsin thestudy o publicpolicy. Over theyearsthegrowth of publicfunctions has
paralleled thegrowth of publicpolicies. Thestudy of thepastis very important asit helpsin
explaining the present policy system. Past policiesoften perpetuate themselvesinto present and
futurepolicies.



Importance of Public Policy: Contemporary Context 57

Thestudy of public policy helpsin defining apolicy problem. The definition of aproblem may
sometimes generatemore conflictt han consensus. In policy-malting,thelocusof political power
tendsto influence the definition of aproblem. Inthiscontext, Schattschneider says, ""Hewho
determines What politicsis about runs thecountry, becausethe definition of alternativesisthe
choiceof conflicts,and thechoice of conflictsallocatespower™. Thus, present policy-making can
bethought asproblem-solving behaviour, realising that thedefinitionof thealternatives isthesupreme
nstrument of power.

Theearliest writingsof social scientistsreveal an interest in the policies pursued by various
governments,and theirimpact on society. Y, thefocusof attention hasnever really been on the
policies themselves, but rather an the political processes and ingtitutions of government. Thisis
not to say, however, that traditional curriculum was unconcerned with policy. In the western
countriesconstitutional policy,foreign policy, and policiesrelating tocivil rightswere dso the
subjects of attention. Thefocusd attentionwas primarily on theinstitutions and structures of
government in which public policy wasformulated. Thestudies, however, did not explorethe
linkages betweenimportantinstitutional arrangementsand thecontentof publicpolicy. Currently,
thefocusof public administration isshiftingto public policy -- to the description, analysisand
explanation of thecausesand consequencesof government activity. ThomasDye putsthe matter
in thisway that publicpolicy ““....involvesadescription of thecontent of public policy; an assessment
of theimpact of environmental forceson thecontent of public policy; and analysisd theeffect of

. variousinstitutional arrangementsand political processeson publicpolicy; an inquiry intothe
consequencesd variouspublicpaliciesfor the political system; and an eva uation of the impact of
public policieson society, intermsaf both expected and unexpected consequences'™.

Earlier, most peopl eassumed that oncethel egid aturepassed alaw and appropriatedmoney for it,
the purposesof thelaw would beachieved. They believed that governmentscould achievesuch
goasastheelimination of poverty, and the prevention of crimethrough the adoption of right
policies. But now thereisagrowing uneasinessamongsocial scientistsabout the effectivenessd
governments. Theresult hasbeenthesudden awakeningof interest in thestudy of publicpolicy.
Policy, in the main, may be studiedfor tworeasons, that is, for devel oping the study of policy
science, andfor political and administrativereasons.

4.2.1 Developing Study of Policy Science

Firstd al, publicpolicy can bestudied with aview to gaininggreater knowledgeand understanding
of the causes and consequencesd policy decisions. Public policy may be regarded aseither a
dependent or an independent variable. Whenit isviewed asadependent variable, our focusd

attention ison environmental factorsthat help toshapethe content of policy. For instance, the
study of public policy in thisarenahel psusto understand how environmental protection and
industrialisationhel ptoshapethecontent of policy. Ontheother hand, if publicpolicy isviewed as

anindependent variable, our focusof attention shifts totheimpact of policy on theenvironment.
For example, what effect doeseconomic policy haveon theconditionsof labour? By raisingsuch
questions we can improve our understandingof thelinkages between theeconomicenvironment
and publicpalicy.

An understandingof theselinkagescontributestothedevelopment of policy science. Notonly
this,an understandingd thecauses and consequencesof public policy helpsusto apply scientific
knowledge to thesolution of practical social problems. Theprofessionals,if they understandand
know something about public policy, would bein abetter position to say something useful
concerning how governmentsor public authoritiescan act to achievetheir policy goals. Such
advice can either be on what policiescan be pursued for achieving particular goals or what
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environmental factors areconduciveto thedeve opment of agivenpolicy. Indeed, factua knowledge
isaprerequisitetosolving the problemsof society. In other words, thestudy of public policy helps
the development of professional advice about how toachieveparticular goas.

4.2.2 Political and Administrative Reasons

Public policy can a so bestudied for political and administrativereasonsin order to ensure that
governmentsselect and adopt appropriatepolicies. Thestudy o publicpolicy hasmuch to offer
to the development of administration in different sectors of the economy. It will enablethe
administration toengageinissuesof publicimportance;in thetransformationd desired vauesinto
public policy-making;andin demanding meaningful actionsfrom public servants. The manifest
concernof socia scientistsiswith what governmentsshoulddo by comingup with appropriate
publicpolicy. They cannot be'silent’ or ‘impotent’ on currentsocia and politica problemsand
that academicsin public administration haveamoral obligation to put forward specific policy
agendatodeal with givenproblems.

They should advancethelevel of political knowledgeand improvethequality of publicpolicyin
whatever waysthey think best, notwithstanding the fact that substantial disagreement existsin

soci ety over what constitutesappropriatepolicies.

The godl of policy analysisshould betofacilitatea policy-making process, whichisinformed by
thepursuit of democraticval uesand enlightenedgoas. Parsonsconcludes:”Itistheclarification,
shapingand sharingof values so astoextend and enhancedemocratizationwhichstill remainsthe
coreand vital task of thetheory and practicedf public policy™. Policiesdo morethan effect
change in societal conditions. They dso hold apeopl etogether and maintainan orderly state.

4.3 ROLEOF THE: STATEIN CONTEMPORARY
~ CONTEXT

Tounderstandthe natureand utility o publicpolicies,itisimportant tocomprehend the natureof
thestate'srole. Attheoutset it may beemphasised that theroleof thestatechangeswith the
change inthe natured thestate. The presentnatured thestatediffersgreatly fromthat seeninthe

preceding two centuries, especially before1945.

Beginning around 1945 significant changes began to take place, which altered the nature of
development and greatly complicated its objectives. After World War 11, theindependence of
former colonies has been one of the most important events to mark ‘independence from
dependence'. This has beentruein most developing countriesin Asig, Africaand Latin America
and other partsof theworld. Most developing countriesin Asia, theMiddleEast, and Africa
came out of thecolonial period, with astrong belief in state-dominated economic devel opment.
Thestatewould mobiliseresourcesand people; and direct them toward economicgrowth, andthe
eradicationof povertyand social injustice. Statecontrol of the economy, followingtheexampl eof
theerstwhile Soviet Union, wascentral to thisstrategy. "

Thenew interventionist philosophy had itscounterpartin thedevel opmentstrategy of theday,
adopted by many developing'countries at independence, which emphasised the prevalence of
market failuresand accorded thestateacentral rolein correcting them. Centralised planning,
correctiveinterventiond n resource all ocation,andaheavy statehandin infant-indusiry devel opment
werepart and parcel of thisstrategy.

Development goalsin thelater part of the 1970s (1976-1980) and the policiesto be pursued to
achievethosegoal s havebeen reflectedin thenational devel opment plansd devel opingcountries.
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In their plans, thefocus of policy wason such basisasthe “expansion and giversirication of the
production of goodsand services, an increasein employment opportunities,an improvementin

both the level and distributionof income, theelimination of extreme poverty, anincreasein self-
reliancein carrying out devel opment tasks, and the mobilisationof natural, human andfinancial

resources in the common cause of national-building™. But thecost of stateinterventionand
development strategy weresuddenly exposed when thedebt crisishitin the 1980s, and oil prices
plunged.

Thecollapseof the Soviet Union shook thecentralised planningmodel based on stateactivism.
Suddenly, governmentfailure, includingthefailureof publicly owned firms, seemed everywhere
glaringly evident. Governmentsbegan to adopt policies designed to reducethe scope of state's
interventionin theeconomy. Statescurbedtheir involvementin production, prices, and trade.

Market-friendly strategiestook holdin largepartsof the devel opingworld, The pendulum had
swung from the state-dominateddevel opment model of the 1960sand 1970sto theminimalist
stateof the 1980sand 1990s.

With suchradica shiftsin perspective, governmentshad tochangetheir role. Tomeet ther interest
obligations,countriesmired in debt squeezed critically important programmes in education, health,
and infrastructureas often asthey cut low-priority programmes, bloated stateenterprisesandcivil

serviceralls. Theresult, seen most starkly in Africa, theformer Soviet Union, and even partsof

Latin America, was neglect of thestate's vital functions,threateningsocial welfareand erodingthe
foundationsfor market development.

Theeffect of rejectionaf government has shifted attentionfromthedebateof stateversus market
toamarefundamental crisisin state's capability. In somecountries,thecrisishasled tooutright
collapseof the state. In others, theerosion of the state'scapability hasled non-governmental and
peopl €'s organi sations-civil society more broadly-totry to takeitsplace. In their embrace of
marketsand rgjectiond stateactivism, many havewondered whether themarket and civil society
could ultimately supplant thestate. “Butthelessond ahdf-century’s thinking and rethinking of the
state'srolein devel opmentismorenuanced. State-dominateddevel opment hasfailed, but sowill
statel essdevelopment. Development without an effectivestatei simpossible.™

The World Bank, in itsWorld Development Report, lays stresson a two-pronged strategy to
improve thestate'sability toenhanceeconomicand social welfare. Thefirst task isto maich the
state'sroletoitsexistingcapability. Thesecondistoreinvigoratethe state's capability through
mles, partnerships,and competitivepressuresoutsideand withinthestate.

44 NATIONAL POLICY AGENDAINA GLOBAL
CONTEXT

Public policiesareeverywherebeing conditionedby theexternal environment. Itisimpossibleto
separatetheexterna environmentafactorsasthey invariablyinfluencethe political processes and
policy outcomes. Theinfluence, being brought to bear on socio-economicproblemsaf acountry
by agencies, such as, the United Nationsand itsallied agencies (WHO, ILO, UNEP, UNDP,
etc.), theWorld Bank, thelnternational M onetary Fund, Asian Development Bank, European
Policy Forum, the Organi sationfor Economic Cooperation and Development (QECD)etc. isof
critical importance in shapingitspolicies,

. Devel opingcountriesare particul arly vulnerableto global evehtsand actions and havecometo
dependheavily on theinternationa community for inflowsof capital andtechnology. Consequently,
national policiesareinterlockedwith global processes. For instance, thepriceof oil and other
thajor commoditiesinthe global markettend toinfluencedomestic marketsand public policiesof
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developed as well asdeveloping countries. Giventheimpact o theforcesdf globalisationand
liberalisation, the boundariesdf nationa politica systemsare nolonger impermesbletooutside
pressuresand influences. Public policy now takes placein aglobal context as well asin national

politica systems. With the acceptanceof theregime of theWarld TradeOrganization (WTO),the
International environmenthas an addedroleto play in influencingthenationalpolicies.

Asmultinational corporations and international organisationscometoexerciseagreat deal of

influence, thecapacity of nationa policy-makersto frametheir own agendasiscorrespondingly
reduced. National policieson labour, environment,drugs, customsand exciselevies, taxeson

commodities, Subsdiesor matters of tradehavetoreckon with thetransnationa econornic context.

With globalisationtheseisagreater scopeof interaction betweena nation stateand other countries.

A nation state has now cometo exerciselesscontrol onitsown policy agendathan it wasin the
second half of the twentieth century. From the national perspectivethis meansthat the policy
agendamay begloba but the policy-makingand implementationremain national. Global politics
hasan added roleto play in thedetermination of nationa policies,especiadly of devel oping nations.

Globd issuesinteract with national issues, whichin turn interact with thelocd level. Theprocess
istermed as'gloca’ which in turn interact with thelocd leve. Theemergenced regiona economic
blocksisyet another factor. For example, in the European context anew policy level isdevel oping
in terms of aEuropeification of nationd policy-making. Europe'scommon currency (Euro notes
and coinsissued by theEuropean Central Bank from 1 January, 2002) hasopened the way toa
closer political and economicunion among European nations. Smilarly, most devel opingcountries
undertook significantliberalisationof thair trade regimesduringthe1990'sand thebeginning of the
21* century, dashing tariffs, reducing non-tariff barriersto trade, and privatisingpublicenterprises.
It is, therefore,important forpolicy-makersto takeaccount of thegloba processeswhen considering
thecontext of policy problemsin anational setting.

) Environment

Pollution of theair and water, deforestationand lossdf fertilesoil are becomingcritical problems
with seriousconsequencesfor health,food production, productivity,and perhapseven theability
of theearth to support human life. Protection andimprovement of thequality d theenvironment
has become a global issuesince the 1980s. Thereis asustained pressure on national policy-
makers tochangeor modify their policy positionsdue to growing global environmenta stress.

TheWorld Commission on Environment and Devel opment (WCED) observed,” Thetraditional
torms of nationd sovereignty areincreasingly challengedby theredlitiesof ecological andeconomic
interdependence, Nowhere isthismoretruethan in the shared ecosystemsand in ‘the global

commons — thosepartsof the planet that fall outsidenational jurisdictions”. Industrial growth
places pressureson policy-makersto preventand control pollution. Internationa agreementson
waystocontrol pollution and cl oseties between environmentali stshave provided an exchangeof

informationthat shapesthe policy agenda. The United NationsConferenceon Environment and
Development, held inBrazil in June 1992, produced treaties to control global warming and
preserve the diversity of species. The meetingissued the Rio Declaration, settingforth broad
principles of environmental protection and sustainable devel opment,and Agenda21, adetailed
planfor combatingvariousenvironmental problems, In such sectorsasland, fresh water, forests,
biodiversity and'cliinatechange, the 1997 UN assessment found that conditionseither wereno
better than in 1992 or had worsened.

Il] Povertyand Population Growth

Devel opingcountriesfaceincreasingly serious population growth and poverty problems. Despite
higher economic growth, the number of poor peoplehasincreased mostly becausedf population
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growth in the devel oping countries. It hasalso resultedi n uneven devel opment and increasing
concentration of weslth.

Almost half theworld's people(some3 hillion) liveon lessthan US$2aday, and afifth (some 1.2
billion) liveon lessthanUS$1aday. Thishoarrificleve of poverty persistsdespitean unprecedented
increasein globa wealthin thepast century. Asthe21"' century begins, growingnumber of people
andrisinglevelsd consumptionper capitahave been depleting natural resources, andindeveloping
countriesincreasingthedimensionsof poverty.

Poverty and population growth have now becomeglobal concerns. The World Bank's (WB)
new strategy proposes,for example, an approachto fighting poverty. Thethree-pronged approach
of theWB focuses on increasing opportunities for people, facilitating their empowerment, and
enhancing their security. Policy-makers and environmentalists now largely agree that effortsto
reducepoverty and populationgrowth,and to achieve better livingstandardscan beclosdly linked
and aremutually reinforcing. Thepolicy agendaét the global level isnow on slowingtheincrease
in populationand attacking poverty.

Most countries, especialy devel opingones, havecomeout with national health policies, whichare
global in context. "*Healthfor All" by 2000 AD,for example, for Indiawasdrawn asapolicy
measurein thewakeof Alma-Ata Declaration.

Family limitationisseen asastrategy to reducing population growth. The 1994 International
Conferenceon Population and Development (ICPD)Programmeof Action statesthat **theaim of
family planning programmes must be to enable couples and individuals to decide freely and
responsibly the number and spacing of their children' with.a view to reducing popul ationsize.
Governmentsaof nationsthat sign international documentsof principlesmake a commitment toact
on these principles. China hasworked for nearly three decades on a zero-per cent population
growthstrategy. The successof the ChineseStrategy i n containing popul ationgrowth has provided
amodel to other countriesfacing thisproblem.

iii) AIDS
Asacommunicabledisease, AIDS hasbecome aseriousconcernto theinternational community.
A D Shasalready killed morethan 20 million people, and today 40 million peoplearelivingwith

HIV/AIDS - 23 million of themin Africaaone. Every day another 15,000peopleareinfected.
Andaround theworld, theepidemicishaving ahuge effect on GNP!

Sinceitisaglobal issue, thepolicy analyst must find aglobal solution involving acoordinated
international cooperation and national political action. Johnathan M ann, the Director of the WHO’s
AIDSProgramme stressed that AIDS isbringing abouta'new paradigm of health' becauseof
fourfactors: "itisaglobal problem; itisunderstood and spoken asaglobal problem; anditis
known worldwide; and AIDSiscombated at atruly global level."

iv) Drugs

Theuse of drugs has become an equally global concern. Earlier, it wasregarded asasocial
problem and thefocus was on promotion of anationd policy. However, sincethe 1980sdruguse,
andsmuggling of narcoticsacrosshational boundarieshaveposedaserious menacetotheinternationa
community, requiringglobal cooperationand action. The international concern haspinpointed the
needfor curbingthesupply and transportationof drugs fromthe producer nations, such as, Thailand,
Pakistan, Myanmar, Columbia, Peruand Bolivia

v) Tradeand Industry

Changeshaveoccurredinindustry asaconsequenceaf global economicchanges andshifts. The
major sourcesof global shift aretransnational corporations,which organise productionon aworld-
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wide scale, thepoliciespursued by national governments, and theenabling technol ogiesof transport,
communication, and production. Thishaslargely weakened theability of nationd governments to
make policies, independently,of thosechanges. Inthiscontext, Dicken observes,“.. .the well-
being of nations, regions, citiesand other communitiesdependsincreasingly not merely on events
in their own backyards but on what happensat a much larger geographical scale... Weneed a
global perspective".

However, national policy-makcrs have the task of formulating policieswhich help tocreate a
businessclimate. Theglobal industrid environmentinteractswith the national economi c processes,
consequently, national policieshavebeenincreasingly influenced by activitiesandeventshappening
outsidetheir national boundaries. Sothecapacityd the national policy-makerstoframetheirown
agendasis considerably reduced.

vi) Privatisation Policies

The 1990s witnessed amarked trendtowards privatisation. Instead of government control, there
has been now a renewed emphasison privatisation and competition throughout the world.

Governments of most countries, both developed and devel oping, have adopted policies of

transferring government-control ledenterpri sesto the privatesector; and openingup alargenumber
of industries to the privatesector to encourage competition. Privatisationis now awidely accepted
approach not merely in Europe, South and North America, Australia, and New Zealand, but also
in countriesof Asia, Africaand Eastern Europe.

vii) Terroriam

Terrorism is another global problem, which isspreading likeacancer. InIndia, for example,

People's War Group in AndhraPradesh, theMaoist Communist Centrein Bihar, Jharkhand and
Orissa, Lashkar-e-Toiba, Hizbul-Mujahideen and Jaishe-e-Mohammad in Jammu & Kashmir
have been operatingasterrorist organisations. Sril.anka iswrecked by Tamil extremist organisations
likeL TTE, which havedevel oped aformidabl e network spanningacrosscountriesdf South-East
Asia, Europeand North America. Attacks ontheWorld TradeCenter and Pentagon in theUnited
States on 11™ September and attack on India's Parliament on 13 December in 2001 aretwo
important dates that made the whole worldto realisethat terrorismhad challenged theworld
community. TheOsama Bin Laden phenomenon has not only internationalised terrorism, butit has
alsoaggravated cross-border terrorism.

Therewereseveral warsin thelast century, including twoWorld Wars, but thefirst year of this
century saw aradicaly different scenario— highly motivatedgroupsd peoplelaunching attackson
nation-states. Theshadowyfiguredf theterrorist hasloomed largein homesand outside, menacingly.
Thesub-continent especially isinturmoil with conflictsemergingsharply inIndia, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

viii) Other Global | ssues

It may beadded that theworld isbecoming reluctantly internationalist, recognisingthat diverse
domestic social and economicissues (pollution, climatechange, labour, trade,industry, agriculture,
health, education, nuclear war, famine, etc.) areitemson the national political agenda, which are
tied up withglobal processes. Some diseasescaused by virusdo not respect national boundaries.
Theoutbreak of bird-flu, which affected the poultry acrosscontinentsisacasein point. The virus
was carried through migratory birds. Efforts aimed at controlling thespread of suchavirus require
policiesand actions at the national as well asmultinational levels.

TheAsiantsunami (December 2004) affected property andlivesin 13 nationsdf thelndian Ocean
region. T hedisaster hasdemonstrated theneedfor strategiesd disaster mitigation and preparedness



Importance of Public Policy: Contemporary Context 63

both at the national andmultinational levelson acoordinated basisisyet another example. Such
instances indicatethe need for policy-makinga thenationa level withcollaborativearrangements
at themultinational or global level.

4.5 CONCLUSON

This Unit notesthat policy-makingishighly analytical processembeddedin politics, andisinfluenced
by a complex set of forces. It begins with thedemands peopleor interest groups have about the
actions they want the government to take. Thestudy of public policy asadistinct academic area
has been helped by scientific contributionsaf scholarsin thefield. Public policy hasassumed
considerable importance in response to theincreasingcomplexity of thesociety. Itisnot only
concerned with thedescription and explanation of the causesand consequences of government
activity, but al so with the development of scientific knowledge about theforces shaping public
policy. Thestudy of public policy helpsto understand and anal yse various problemsand render
advicetopolicy makers. Public policy isan important mechanismfor moving asocia systemfrom
thepast tothefuture. Theglobal socio-economicframework interactswith thedomesticeconomic
processes and thepolitical agendaon policiespursued by governments of nation states. Thesuccess
o nation states in policy performance isnow beingincreasingly influenced by forcesandfactors
outside the national boundaries. Terrorism has becomeanew menace affecting peace, security,
and theresources of several countries.

4.6 KEY CONCEPTS

Globalisation :  Globalisation asatenn hasgained wideattention and recognition.To
Albrow, 'globalisation’ refersto™dl thoseprocesseshy whichthepeople
of theworldare incorporated into asingleworldsociety,global society™.
Hefurther saysthat** globalismisone of theforceswhich assistinthe
devglopmentof globaisation.™

Market Economy . ~Itisaneconomy whereresourcesareallocatedfor alternativeusesby
exchange in the market through demand and supply.
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4.8 ACTIVITIES

1) "Past policiesoften perpetuate themselves into present and futurepolicies.” Discussthe
statement with afew illustrations.

2) Describe the viewsof Harold Lasswell and ThomasDyeon publicpolicy.
3) How doestheglobal context shapethenational policy agenda? Discuss.






