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3.1 lNTRODlJCTlON 

The term nationalis~n refers to an ideology based on  the notion that people who have a sense of 
homogeneity rooted in a coricept of a shared history and a common ethnicity, cultural heritage, 
language, or religion should be united in a single nation-state fiee of "alien" political, economic, or 
cult~iral influence or domination. The consciousness of group identity and sense ofthe alien transform 
nationalism into an ideological war atid the struggle gets linked to political aspirations. 

Nationalism is an ambiguous concept. Scholars debate the meaning and role of nationalism. Political 
leaders and regimes use it as a means to influence and manipulate public opinion; and the general 
public niay regard ~lationalis~i~ as an emotional attacli~nent to a mythical identity. ~ o m p o i n d i n ~  the 
difficulty of defining nationalism is the fact that the term has been applied to a variety of phenomena 
that may be related to but are distinct from nationalism i.e. patriotism, chauvinism, xenophobia, 
racism, and popular sentiment. 'These terms are more limited than nationalisin o r  are extreme 
manifestations of some aspect ofthe concept. Nationalism is not simply a sentiment that focuses 
on group distinctions, nor is it si~nply loyalty to the state. That concept is appropriately called 
patriotism. An excessive or belligerent form ofpatriotism based on a belief o f  superiority ofone's 
own nation or state Is cliauvinisn~. Finally, any analysis of nationalism is complicated by the impossibility 
ofdisentangling its role fiorn that of otlier political, cultural, and economic influences, 

Nationalism in tlie fonii of anti-colonialisni has been linked pritnarily to Asian and African 
independence n~ovements. Economic exploitation of the Third World by ~estern'colonial powers ! 
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has been a major theme of anti-colonial rhetoric. The more radical ofthe arguments, ideologically 
based on a Marxist-Leninist anabsis, have sought to explain the poverty ofthe Third World as a 
result of deliberate colonial policies of exploitation and suppression of colnmercial and industrial 
development-policies that are held to account for the economic wealth ofthe West. Within the 
first three decades after the Second World War, nearly 50 African and more than 30 Asian states 
became independent as Britain, France, the Netherlands, and later Spain and Portugal lost their 
colonial empires. Until recently this process ofdecolonisation had been considered part ofthe last 
phase in the history of nationalistn. 

3.2 CHARACTER OF AFRICAN NA"T0NALISM 

Prin~arily Africans who had recently acquired education, literacy, and social and econon~ic power 
led the nationalist movement. Alnong the early champions of nationalisin was James Africanus 
Horton oFSierra Leone, a blaclc scientist and businessman, He believed that European nlodels of 
education would help modernis6~11e continent and pull Africans out oftheir desperate living conditions. 
In some ways, Horton shared tlle Europeans' racist view ofAfricans as "bacl~ward" and "primitive". 
These leaders considered nationalism to be a decisive break with traditional Ai'rican ways oftlinking 
about the~nselves and their colnlnunities. 

By etnphasising a brealc with pre-colonial cultures, African nationalisn? lost the oppotiiinity to build 
on Africa's own achievements. The continent I~ad centuries-old history of self-rule, including 
federations of independent villages and clans. But the nationalists looked instead to the history of 

. Europe and the United Sates, where people had gained greater independence by for~ning nation- 
states in the 1700s and 1800s. Afiican nationalists believed that Africans could gain equality and, 
self-respect in the ~nodern world only by havii~gtheir own nations. They realised that they might 
have to keep Ali-ica's indigenous political and ci~ltural traditions ~indercontrol. But  hey saw no 
other way orending the abuses of colonial s~ile. For better or for worse, nation-building on the 
European model became Afsica's destiny. 

3.3 CQLONlALlSM IN AFRICA 

Abolition of slavery and the Christian reforln movement engaged Europeans in the internal affairs 
of African states in a big way. Simultaneously, the mission to stamp out slavery became, for many 
Europeans, a justification for bringing African territol.ies under their control. During the late 1 800s 
they divided the continent into cblonies. But Africans did not surrender their resistance to colonialism. 
Violent protests played a crucial role all throilgh the thee phases ofcolonisation, consolidation and 
decolonisation ofAfrica by the European powers, [As discussed later, it put a great pressure on the 
colonies ofwhite settlement from Algeria inNorth Afiica and Kenya, Zambia, Ziinbabwe,Namibia 
and finally South Africa i l l  the southern African peninsula, and forced the Western cottntries to 
concede fieedom and sovereignty to the Africans in their countries.] 

As tlie pace ofEuropean imperialism increased, ~nany Africanpeoples also became very concerned. 
Fears that Europeans would seize all the land led to a number of armed conflicts. Some of these 
developed into f~~ll-scale wars. We1 I-equipped armies fsom Europe invaded Afiica to secure tersitorial 
claims. By 191 9, Europeans had taken over tlie entire continent except for Ethiopia and Liberia. 
European imperialistn now mdved into a new phase--establishing a colonial administration that 
would maintain order and provide econolnic benefit for the governing nations. 
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3.3.1 Impact of Colonialism on African Societies 

colonial governments brouglif roads, railroads, po~fs, new technology, and other benefits to Africa, 
However, their policies also damaged traditional economies and dra~natically changed patterns of 
land ownersl~ip and labour. Althougli the coloriial system provided oppo~~tunities such as education, 
jobs, and new niarl<ets for some Africans, it left many people poor and landless. In addition, the 
elnphasis on cash crops produced for export 117ade African societies dependent on foreign nations. 
Little was done to develop trade between the colonies. As a result, many African nations still trade 
1110re witli overseas countries tlian with ~ieigl~bouring states. 

Colonial r ~ ~ l e  disrupted tlie traditional political and social institutions that hid developed in Africa 
over centuries, As Europeatis carved out enipires, thcy destroyed existing Iti~~gdoms and split up or 
combined ~iiany ethnic groups. Soon, the colonies they created became Aftican nations consisting 
ofdiverse groups wit11 little in cornmoll with their fel low citizens. F~~rthermore, ~ u r o ~ k a n  powers 
destroyed niuch oftlie political and social control oftraditional Afiican chiefsand rulers. They 
failed, however, to establish lasting nplaceliien~s for these autlzorities. Finally, European colonialism 
illlroduced Afiicans to various aspects of Western cujture. African schools and universities came 
to be based on European syste~iis of education and religion. Rut other parts of Western cult~~re 
have not talten root as firmly. This resulted in a chaotic situalion that has persisted since 
independence. 

3.4 RISE OF NATIONALISM IN AFRICA 

Nationalism has been perhaps the strongest fbrce in ATrican but its influence varies greatly fioin ' 

area to area. As in Asia, natioualisrn in Africa is an exotic concept; it is the end product ofthe 
profound illid cor~~plextratzsfor~nation, which occurred in Afiica since the Ei~ropean intrusion. It is 
i n  one-way n response to the cl~alleliges of alien r~tle or of tllc intri~sion oftlic disintegrating forces. 
It is largely a reaction against outside domination, against imperialis~z~ and colonisation. In the 
words ofa leading spokesman ofAliican nationqlism, Dr. Nna~ndi Azikiwe ofNigeria, tlie aim was 
to achieve a "mental e~nancipation" fiom a servile colonial mentality. 

Invasion oftheir lands, diffic~ilt wbrlcconditions, unhir colonial laws, a discriminatorysocial system 
and abusive taxes e~zgendered among tlie natives resetitli.lent towards the Europeans. This fed the 
seed of African ~iationalisrii, "Tl~e demand for identity in the sense of acceptance as equals is 
indeed the basis of much ofAfiican nationalism". 

The conten~posaly e~iiphasisoii cu ltutal national ism is widely reflected in current writings, in speeches 
by nationalist leaders suzd in a growing n~1117ber ofstudics by Alricans afAf?icati history and life. "It 
has i~sually been accompanied bye quest for an Akican history which would in effect reflect glory 
and dignity upon tihe AFrican race and in par'iicular instil self-confidence in the Western educated 
African sehsitive to the prejudiced change that 11e has 110 history or culture. In short, there has 
emerged a new pride in  beingkfrican," 'Negritude' was a literary and cultural movement, which 
tried to develop a sense of pride in being blaclcs as well as Afiicans. 

In Africa, as in Asia, 111ost of leaders of tlie natiorialist ~novetnents are western educated, who have 
absorbed the revolutionary ideas ofthe west but Iiave Iiad to fight for a plake in their own society . 
and lands. James S Colernan tlzus appraises the African version oftliis common phenomenon: 

~]a t ional ism whence it is iiiost advanced has been sparked and led by the so-called 
detribalised, western-educated, niiddle-class intellectuals and professional Africans: by those 



who in tenns of improved status atid material standa~.ds of living have beneiited most fiom 
colonialism; in short, by those who colne closest to the western world but have been denied 
entry or fill1 terms of equality. 

African nationalis~n is not only a foreign impo~-t; it has also been affected in many ways by external 
influences including fiom the colol~ial powers themselves. Political parties, labour organisations, 
and other associations arid groups, as well as many individuals i l l  the ~netropolitan countries, 
particularly Great Britain and France, have given a great deal of encouragement and support, 
directly or indirectly, corisciously or unconscio~~sly, to tlie political awakening of Africa. As people 
ofAfiican descent, strongly cor~scioiis oftlie struggle for racial equality, it is not surprising that 
many Blaclc lenders and Ilieir organisations in Americas toolc special interest in Afi-ica and Africans. 
They were the organisers and champions ofpan-Afiica~iism, African Personality etc. Some ofthe 
important leaders ofAfi-ican nationalist movenierits, iricluding Dr. ICwalneNkrumah and DcNnanldi 
Azikiwe, advocated tliese ideas. . 

3.4.1 Factors of African Nationalism 

African national is111 is co~iiposecl of many factors; solne of tliese are cotnlnon to nationalisln 
everywhere, and others arise from the particular conditions ofthe African environment and 
experience. James S. Coleman listed the following factors: 

Economic 

1 .  Change fi-011-1 subsistence to a money economy 

2. Growth ofa wage-labour force 

3. Rise ofa new llliddle class 

Sociologicnl 

1 .  Urba~iisation 

2. Social mobility 

3. Westeni education 

Religious and Ps)~chologicrrl 

1 .  Christian evangelisation 

2. Neglect or frustration of western educated element 

Political 

1. The influence oftraditional authorities 

2. Forging of new 'national' symbols. 

3.4.2 World Wars and Nationalism in Africa 

Altkougli Africa did not play a signiticant,role in either the First World War or the Second World 
Wal; the wars had a major impact on the continent. Africans participated in the war efforts, and 
African colonies supplied the European powers with food and raw materials. A number ofcolonies 
changed llands as a result ofthe wars, and the wartime str~~ggles inspired Afiicans to seek their 
own freedom fiom Eilropean domination. 

First Vorld War: 'There was fierce fighting among tlie Allies atid Axis in Africa. From the Afiicat~ 
perspective, the primary ail11 ofthe First World War was to oilst the Germans fro111 thcir colonies in 



Africa. Military campaigns took place in four main areas: the German colonies of Togoland, Kamerun 
(present-day Cameroon), Gerrnan South-West Africa Wamibia), and German East Africa 
(Tangariyika-Tanzania). Africans became i~ivolved in these campaigns on the side ofthe Germans 
or the Allies (Britain, France, and Belgiuni in Afiica), depending 011 which European powers governed 
them at the time. 

During the war Afiicans were forced to participate directly and indirectly as soldiers, supply carriers, 
aglic~~ltural producers, and in niany others occupations. Some African troops served in Europe aiid 
the Middle East with tlie British and Frencli. African soldiers and labourers in the war effort had 
poor training and equipment and received inadequate medical care.'An estimated 250,000 Afiicans 
were wounded or killed in  the war. 

Many Europeans feared that tlie war would change political attitudes in Afiica, awakeningadesire 
for independence from colo~iial rule. While tlie war did inspire some calls for freedom, the European 
concern was largely ~info~~nded. Afiricans achieved unexpected gains in employment in jobs previol~sly 
limited to whites, such as managers and cololiial administrators. For the lnost part, however, such 
gains were short-lived and tlie old colonial orders were restored. 

Second TVorld War: The salne story was repeated but more aggressively in the Second World 
War. The near defeat of Britain, France, and other European nations in the war, combined with the 

-devastating effect on their economies, ended Europea~i claims to "great power" status. Instead, 
two new super powers-the United States and tlie Soviet Union--came to dominate world politics. 
Botli these super powers were hostile to colonialism. I n  addition, criticism of colonialisnl surraced 
in the newly created United Nations, 

In Afiica, the Second World War unleashed forces of nationalism that contributed to the rise of 
independence movement. Wartime demand for African products and raw materials sti~nulaled 
economic growth and lielped bring about social cliange on tlie contine!it. Many Africans who 
served in the arnied forces acq~~irecl literacy and otlierskills. Returning to their homelands, these 
troops often faced low wages, inflation, and other economic problems. Few felt ;!ley had been 
adequately rewarded for their wal-time service. 

After the war the colonial powers generally tried to regain their authority over Africans, which had 
been relaxed during the conflict. However, tlie Europeans faced a changed atmosphere in which 
large nu~nbers of Afiicans saw colonial policies as unfair. Many Africans assumed that the end of 
the war would bring about reforms and greater freedoms, They expected improvements in housing, 
education, health care and employme~it benefits. They also believed that they deserved the same 
freedom from oppression tliat had been the basis ofthe war against Germany, Italy, and Japan. 
Such feelings fi~elled tlie movements that eventually led to the independence of European colonies 
throughout tlie continent. 

3.5 RESISTANCE AGAINST THE COLONIAL INTRUDERS 
' AND THE END OF THE COLONIAL EMPIRE 

The resistance against the colonial intruders was an ongoing one. The opposition continued as 
unorganised passive resistance, above all against the tax collection. In some places there were 
strikes among African workers in mines and plantations, but tliese seldom resulted in apernianent 
organisation of the Afiican worlters (South Akica was an exception); Colnniunist parties were 
orgat~ised and were successf~11 in some more indi~strialised areas. 



Where no organisation existed which could cliannel the discontent, and where such organisations 
were suppressed, the reaction against oppression and proletarianisation often took religious forms. 
Messianic movements al~d black separatist churches expressed discontent in a sylnbolic language, 
which illiterate Africans could easily understand. The religious protest gave them a meaning in the 
social and econolnic chaos in which they found thelnselves in. These mass ~iiovernents originated 
especially in the mining cornn~~~nities in periods of econoniic crisis. They were particulal-ly strong in 
Liberia, CongolZairelCongo, DR, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Production problenis during Second World War and the growth of nationalism forced the colonial 
powers to accept the riglit of the African worlcers to organise themselves in trade unions. Trade 
unions were foln~ed in many colonies before tlie birll~ of nationalist parties. But the colonial powers 
and the cotnpanies did tlieir uinlost to malte the mass organisation powerless and force the trade 
unions to limit theli~selves to strictly non-political, 'pure' trade union activities. The Illtcrnational 
Confederation ofTrade Unions (ICFTU) domiliated by trade unions in Western Europe and 1Vo1-th 
Aiiierica, too, thought that trade unions should not engage in politics. They competed for influence 
on the new African trade unions with the World Federalion of Trade Unions (WFTU) with the help 
of mecnbers in all Socialist countries encouraging the anti-colonial attitude ofthe worlters. 

The coliipanies also contributed to the division anlong the African worlters by raising the wages for 
certain categories ofworkers, and improvil~g tlieir standard oi'living it1 comparison to that offar~n 
workers 01- hoi~sel~old servants. But even those who received better wages coil Id never reach the 
same positions as the Europeans. Trade union demands, thel.eFore, wese often concerned with 
ending this racial discrirnination. But those who had been most in~poverished and exposed were the 
farm labourers, the peasants, and t11e unemployed, Itmpen proletariats ofthe towns, rarely, ifevel; 
became organised. 

In countries where tlie trade unions wese strong, such as Guinea, rFdnzrrnia, Kenya, and Zambia, 
they had niany links with the nationalist movement. U L I ~  colonial oppression prevented them from 
participating openly in politics. The co-operation, therefore, often simply meant that the same persons 
had positions in both the trade union and tlie political organisation. 

A spontaneous anti-colonial feeling often developed among the peasants in communities, which 
had.been radically transfoimed by colonialism. But illis resista~lce was cnostly passive, for instance, 
a refusal to pay taxes or to follow the advice oFtlie colonial agronomists. Very rarely did any 
peasant take an active part i n  tlie nationalist jnovements. 

In Aiiica, in the 1940s and 195Os, there were viole~lt protests against the colonial powers in, among 
other places, Nigeria, the Gold Coast (Ghana), Uganda, the Sudan and the Ivory Coast. In so~ne  
cases there were armed uprisiligs particulal-ly in Kenya, the Carncroon, Algeria, and Madagascar. 
But everywhere except: in Algeria, the colonial power lnanaged to crush the revolts. 

At the root ofttiese revolts was the deep economic and social crisis caused by thc colonial plwnder. 
For the masses at large the theR of land and compulsory cultivation of export crops brought hunger 
and niisery. Before colonisatio~i tlze fertile coast ofAlgeria lzad been able to supply people with 
both corn and mutton. But the French settlers introduced vineyards (to grow grapes for making 
wine) instead. Tlie people soon began to suffer from starvation. In 1954, wlieii the liberation war 
was started by the national liberation fiont, the FLN, less tlian 1,000 Europeai-ts owned Inore tlian 
one seventh ofall arable (c~lltivatable) land, whilc more than Iialfa million Algerian families in the 
rural areas were landless. 



In Cameroon an armed uprising began in 1955 when tlie radical party UPC (Union des Populations 
d$ Cameroon) was declared illegd. UPC Iiad demanded tlie withdrawal of French troops, an end 
to Cameroon's status as a UnitedNations mandate, and a radical land reform with the slogan 'the 
land to those wlio till it'. Without protest the UN a1 lowed the French troops to crush violently the 
revolt. 

Peasants' struggIe for 'bread and freedom' began and spread tnainly among tlie Kikuyi~ in I<enya, 
whose best pastures liad been taken over by large European farms. A secret mass moveriient 
arose, and its members were sworn in bya loyalty oath. The colo~iial regitlie replied with mass 
arrests, but tliis only niade the nie~nbers niore tnilitant. In 1952 Jomo Kenyatta, later the first 
president ofKenya, said that the Mail Mail rnovemenl Iii~rt the cause ofthe Africans. But because 
Kenyatta, too, was arrested wlieli a slate oi'e~nergeticy was declared half a year Iatel; lie becanie 
tlie figurehead of the movement. 

According to oficial figures, at least 1 1,000 Africans were shot by government troops and wliite 
guards and 90,000 were put into concentration camps during tlie years oftlie ICenya struggle. The 
~easan t  arriiy lcilled about 2,000 persons, oFw11o1ii only about 30 were Europeans. In 1954 heavy 
boliiber planes and 50,000 soldiers were engaged in the war. The revolt was crushed, and by 1955 
it was practically over. The leader of the peasant ~nove~nell t  were arrested before the arni revolt 
started and tlie movement had neither the weapons nor properly thought out plans needed for 
victoly. 

1 In North Africa, the nationalists had a strong popular support. In these cases one can speak ofa 
'conquered independence', since tlie colonial powers were in the course ol'losing tlieir political mid 
in soliie cases also their tnililary control of i:hese colonies. Tlie pressure i'orcecl tliem to give up. 

The colonial powers were, however, able to prevent tlie radical isation and Inass mobilisation througl~ 
ti~neky concessions to ~iioderate leaders-before any large uprising developed in majority oftlie 
colonies. Political powers were granted to the leaders who did not liave to engage in a lengthy mass 
struggle to achieve tlieir goal, 

The popular movements in  the French colonies were also wealc which allowed tlie colonial power 
break up French West Africa and French Eq~iatorial Africa into sniall states. This made it easier 
forthe Fmnch to continue thei~'domination thmugh the policy of 'divide and rule' 

In 1957, Ghana becatiie independent, in 1958, it was Gi~inea's turn, and in 1960 a number of 
French, British atid Belgian colonies were granted independence. With the exception oftlie Congo 
(Zaire) and Guinea everywhere transfer of power took place in an orclcrly manner and the 
metropolitan interests co~itinued to wield infl~lence even aCter independence. 

Therc were exceptions to tliis decolonisation pattern, One factor which slowed down and coniplicated 
tlie process was the presence ofa large number ofwhile settlers in Algeria, Kenya, Namibia, South 
Afiica, Zimbabwe, and Zambia. Tlie Portugi~ese colonies were anotlier case: their colonial power 
(Portugal) was itself underdeveloped and dependent on otlier powers, and could benefit fro111 its 
colonies and tlieir raw ~naterials and labour' power only by continued military occupation. The 
fascist colonial ~.egin?e in Portugal did not even allow tlie most moderate nationalist organisations in 
Mozan~bique, Angola, Sao To;ne;Guinea-Bissau, and Cape Verde. 

The granting ofindepe~idence was not tlie result of a very far-sighted and planned colonial policy. 
As late as 1956 tile British and tlie French governments jointly attempted to overthrow president 



Nasser in Egypt, in collaboration with Israel during the so-called Suez conflict. The idea then was 
to quell all nationalist tendencies. But tlie United States refitsed to si~pport the British as long as tlie 
crisis lasted. 

Between 1957 and 1993, nearly 50 African stales achieved independence fiom colonial r ~ ~ l e .  The 
first sparks of resistatice to foreign control took shape n~ucli earlier. Indcpel~dencc movements 
developed throughout Afiica in the ]lid-1990s. Altlioitgh they Ibllowed different paths, they shared 
a common beginning: resislancc to domination by Ibrcign polvers. Unforlunately, once in control, 
Inany ofthese independence moven~elits imposucl thcir own Solni crfdomination. As a result, modern 
Afiica continues to wreslle witli riiany oftlie samc political prohlcms that tnotivated the independence 
niovement of the past. 

3.6.1 The Independence Era 

Two factors played a significant role in accelerating tlie pace of political cliange in Afiica after the 
Second World War. First, the inoral basis orthe war against ini11c1-inIist and racist dictatorships 
provided a weapon for those dcsiring independence l'soln Soreign r ~ ~ l e .  'The nations allied against 
Germany ancl Japan clai~iied'to be fighting for ~el~determination-tlie right of people to rille 
themselves. This call for self-deter~ninatiotz made it difficult for European powers to deny the same 
fseedotii to tlieir coloriial silbjects in Afiica, who had provided soldiers for the war effort. Secondly, 
the Second World War iniposed asevere financial stsain on Europe. Britain and France, in particular, 
suffered physical and econornic devastation, and maintaining tlieir colonial empires becanie 
increasingly difl7cult. 

3.6.2 African Political Parties 

Before Second World War, organised protest against colonial rille was centred in organisations 
sucli as labour unions, studelit groups, social clubs, atid religious groups. After the war these 
associations becatlie better organised and foc~tsed increasingly on political issues. The first local 
and regional African political parties grew out ofthese groups. Many of them opposed colonial rule 
and supported freedom movetiients. 

Where strong and capable leaders emerged, tlie early political pat-ties broadened their bases of 
silpport to inclitde members ofdifferent social, cultural, and economic groups. Parties si~cli as the 
Convention People's Party in Ghana and the Afsican National Congress of southern Afkica were 
able to overcome their differences to challenge both European authority and ttie Afiicans who 
worked with colonial officials. 

Despite some early successes in unifying diverse groups, these political parties still had to overcolne 
eliorrnous obstacles. Most developed in tow~is atid cities, where Africans could easily get together 
and share ideas. The lack of co~iimunication, poor tran~~ortation, &d the vast distances of the 
African continent halnpercd biii Iding ties witli rural areas. Within urban areas, often pal-ties were 
organised along the ethnic or social groups. 

Two general types ofpol itical pal-ties emerged in Afsica at this time, "Patron" parties souglit lo 
recruit leading members of local society who could attract support and orgatlise voters. This type 
ofpolitical parties reflected a traditional approach that relied on the personal autllority of established 



African leaders. "Mass" parties bypassed traditional leaders, working instead through local party 
branches to build support that was not based on personal ortribal loyalties. 

The political organisation ofpatron parties reflected existing social structures and power relations. 
Mass parties, on the other hand, received support fiom the masses and gained power as a result of 
popular calls for liberation fiorn colonial rule. These two types of parties differed in their strategies. 
Patron parties typically chose to work for gradual independence within the existirg colonial power 
structure. Mass parties often rejected any co~npromise with colonial authorities and insisted on 
immediate freedom and in time a great variety of individual political parties and independence 
movements arose to challenge~colonialism. 

3.6.3 European Response 

As the opposition to ibreign control increased and became better organised, colonial powers adopted 
different strategies. Some European nations understood the difficulty offmaintaining contl-01 over 
their colonies. They began to work with African political parties to expand the rights ofAfiicans 
and increase their participation in government. Other European nations, fearing the loss of political 
power, colonial wealth, and international prestige, cracked down harder on indigenous peoples and 
placed greater limits on their freedoin. 

The Portuguese chose the second patli, increasing their military force in M i c a  and intensifying 
political repression. As a I-esult, independence for Portuguese colonies such as Angola and 
Mozambique came much later than it did for ~i~ostother Afiican colonies. In addition, during the 
1960s and 1970s, ideology divjded the indepet~dence ~noveinents iri these two colonies. In Angola 
the Popi~lar Movement forthe Liberation ofAngola (MPLA) adopted cotntnunist principles and 
had support from the Soviet.Union and Cuba. Meanwhile, the National Union for the Total 
Independence ofAngola (UNITA) received backing from South Africa, the United States, and 
other Western powers. When Portugal finally granted independence to Angola in 1979, a civil war 
erupted between MPLA and UNITA that only began moving toward a peacefill conclusion in the 
late 1990s. 

Britain and France took the other path, gradually expanding political freed0111 in their colonies. 
Beginning as early as the late 1940s, both nations granted many colonies local self-rule, with Afiicans 
assuming various leadership positions. Final authority, however, still rested in the hands oftlie 
colonial powers. With many British colonies, this arrangement gradually gave way to independence. 
within British Com~nonwealth. Nigeriaand Ghana, for example, came to enjoy the same relationship 
with Britain as other Col'nlnonwealth countries such as Canada or Ai~stralia. 

The French were less comlhitted than the Bsitisll to total independence for their African colonies. 
In sorneplaces France tried to crush Afsican political parties and independence ~noven~ents, which i 
led to increasing unrest and violence. Even after granting independence to a colony, the French 
often continued to influence local political pal-ties, interfere in elections, and send in troops to reverse 
developments considered ~lnfavourable to French intel.ests. 
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Even colonies that enjoyed local self-rule turned to violence to Achieve fill1 independence. In Kenya, i 

for example, the political right ofAkicans expqnded significantly aiter Second World Wsu: I-Iowever, I 
i it took the violent Mau-Mau uprising ofthe 1950sto convince Britczin to give Kenya fill1 independence. 
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The French faced growing unrest in their North Afiican colonies. In 1954 they granted independence 

: i 

to Morocco and Tunisia so they could foclis efforts on Algeria, the most important colony of white . L B - I 
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settlement in the French African Empire (Francophone Africa). But after comtnitting huge sums of 
money and tens ofthousands oftroops to figlitiug in Algeria, the French were finally forced to pull 
out in 1 962. 

3.6.4 After Independence 

Many Africans today face the same kind of political and social challenges that independence 
lnovernents and political parties promised to solve by expelling colonial masters. African nations 
inlierited artificial boundaries that divided ethnic groups and led to future border conflicts. In many 
states the parties that hold power still reflect ethnic and social divisions. Urban groups continue to 
control power and too oftcn ignore the needs of r~lral populations. Powerful leaders have often 
used their positions of authol.ity to pro~note their own allies, p~~nisli political enemies, and enrich 
themselves and their friends. 

Despite such proble~i~s, the growth of i~idependence movements and political parties established 
important traditions ofde~nocracy and the rille of law that liad been absent under colonial rule. 
Their achievement in winning i~icle~endence also serves as a reminder that the people can change 
society, even in  tlie face of repressive goverr~~nent. 

3.7 NEO-COLONIALISM AS THE NEW TACTICS OF 
IIVIPERIALISM 

After indepe~idence, some Aeican nations declared their political allegiance to their former European 
rulers-sucli as Britain, France, and Belgiuni-and continued to rely on them fbr econoinic 
assistance. This policy became ltnown in the 1960s as neo-colonialism. Not all African nations 
chose to pursue neo-colonial relationships. Those that had gained independence afler violent struggles 
against European powers, such as Algeria, usi~ally chose to rernain non-aligned, or neutral, or they 
developed close ties with the Soviet Union or non-Western countries. In many cases, these African 
countries adopted econoniic syste~ns based on social ism rather than capital ism. They associated 
capitalism with the exploitation they liad suffered at the hands of Europeans. 

For the most part, the African'nations that followed tlie neo-colo~iialist path, such as Ivory Coast 
and Malawi, had been granted independence without conflict. Tlieirrelationships with their former 
colonial rillers reniained friendly and often involved financial and technical support. Although the 
neo-colonial nations continudd to suffer from econo~nic exploitation, they felt that many ofthe 
econo~nic and social changes introduced ~ ~ n d e r  colonialis~n were positive. They followed the path 
of Western-style capitalism. 

The leaders oftlie neo-colonial states proposed to do nlore rapidly what colonisation was supposed 
to have begun i n  modemising tlie econoliiy. Fol lowi~ig the coloniat ~iiodel, tliese states contin~~ed to 
follow export-oriented econolnies and empliasising mining and cash crop agriculture. Instead of 
carrying out agricult~~re reforms, they allowed foreign landowners to hold onto the property they 
had acquired with colonial patronage. Tliey also kept their economic inslit~~tions closely linked to 
foreign capitalist systems. To keep peasant majorities ilnder control, tliey favoured a single party 
government rather than fill1 democracy. 

Tlie neo-colonialists assumed that economic developnient woirId occur in orderly stages. They 
believed that profits froni agriculture and mining woilld create a ~narlcet for indust~y, wliicl~ wo~~ld  
attract foreign and local investors. However, the transition from one stage to the next did not take 



place as planned. Althoi~gh certain co~~ntries ~narlaged to create an illusion of econon~ic success, 
they soon discovered that the path to prosperity was more diffici~lt than ass~~rned. To survive, Inany 
neo-colonial governlnents, began to depend on loans from foreign countries and international 
organisations, and ran up enorlnoils debts. By the 1980s debt payl~ients were draining resources 
away from prograliis S U C ~ I  as education and Ihealth care. 

In the long run, neo-colonial pblicies led t0.a I I L I I I I ~ ~ K  of unintended consequences: limited political 
rights for the people, slower economic growtli, decreasing food production because of the emphasis 
on expost crops, the collapse of social services, and increasing political corruption. Overall, neo- 
colo~~ialisln has bee11 a dramatic failure in Africa, leading to serious political and economic crises 
thro~~gt lo~~f  1ni1c1-i ofthe continent. 

3.8 DEVELOPMENT AND REFORM 

In tlie easly years of independence, Afi-ican nations followed different paths. They took steps to 
control their economies and provide employ~zlent for their people. They created state-run i~idusrries 
and passed laws protecting these industries fsom Foreign competito~*s. They also greatly expanded 
the govesnment's role i n  developing the infrastructure and social services. Many governments 
borrowed lieavily to finance these development plans, but much oftliat lnoney was lost due to 
mismanagenient and corruption. 

In the 1980s worldwide econo~nic.developments including a major recession and vely high interest 
rates made matters worse for hard-pressed AFrican nations. As their debts mounted, Africa11 
leaders turned to  i~istitutions such as the World Bankand the Internalional Monetary Fi11id to 
refinance their loans. To qualify for dcbt relief, borrowers were required to i~ndergo "str~~ctural 
adjustment". This meant adopting ref~rrns aillied at reducing govern~iietit spending and control 
over the economy, promoting the growth of private enterprise, and relaxing trade restrictions to 
allow foreign businesses to compete with local businesses. It was hoped that these policies would 
redtice i~iflation, make ~narkets Inore eficient and stimulate long-term ecolioluic growth. 

The success of struciural adjustment progra~n~nes has been mixed. Many experts agree that they 
helped stabilise local African ~iiarlcets and economies, but they dicl not promote long-term growth, 
Solme experts al.gue thal structural adjust~nent actually held develop~nent back by cutting govern~nent 
fi~nding for iinpl-ovements in infrastructure and education that are necessary for continued long- 
term growth. 111 addition, advances expected in agriculture and indi~stry did not talte place. Again, 
critics cl~alge that develop~nent in these sectors of the econonly has bee11 hi111 by poor transporttation 
and roads, lack ofaccess to credit, and poor education-all areas where fi~nding was cut under 
structural adjustment progralmiues. 

3.9 SUMMARY 

Natio~~alism in the for117 of anti-co1oniaJis111 has been linlced primarily to Asian and African 
independe~~ce ~iiovc~iients. Economic exploitation ofthe Third World by Western colonial powers 
has been a major theme of anti-colonial rhetoric. 

Primarily Afiica~is who had acquired education, literacy and social and econoniic power led the 
nationalist movements in African countries, like Asian countries, from colonial rule. 

Afiicans did not play asignificant role in the World Wars, but tliese wars had a ~najor impact on 
the117 and turried out Lo be the breeding ground for nationalism in Ai'rica. Africans pasticipated in 



fighting and their countries were si~pplier of food and raw materials to the European powers. From 
the African perspective, tlie primary aim ofthe Second World War was to oust the Germans from 
Afiica. Many Europeans feared that the wars wo~~ld  change political attitudes by awakening Afiicans 
to independence from colorzial n~le.  Tlie Second World War unleashed forces of nationalism that 
contribute to the rise of independence move~nent. Wartinle de~lland for African products and raw 
materials stimulated economic growth and helped bring about social cliange on the continent. 
Consequently, 50 Afiican colonies got: independence between 1957 and 1990. The apartheid regime 
in South Africa also bowed out to the principle of one-man-one-vote in 1994. . 

Organised protest against colonial rule centred pri~narily in organisations such as labour ~~nions,  
social clubs, student and religious groups. The first local and regional political parties grew out of 
these groups. Many of them opposed colo~iial rule and supported freedom movements. This type of 
political pal-ties reflected a traditional approach that relied on the perso~.laI authority of established 
Afiican leaders. Patron parties typically chose to worlc forgrad~~al independence within the existing 
colonial power structure. 

Mass political parties, on the otlier hand, received support from the Illasses and gained.power as a 
result ofpopular calls for libel-ation fi-om colonial 1.11le. These parties ofien rejected any comproniise 
with colonial authorities and insisted on i~nniediate freedom. l-iowever, by e~iipliasisinga brealc with 
pre-colonial c ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r e s ,  African nationalism lost tlie oppo~tunity to build on Afiica's own acliieveme~~ts. 
Afiican nationalists be1 ieved that Africans could gain equality and self-respect in the modern world 
only by having tlieirown nations. For better or for worse, nation building on the European   nod el 
became Africa's destiny. 

3.10 EXERCISES 

I )  What led to tlie rise of national ism in Africa? To what extent was it externally irifluenced by 
colonial powers? 

2) Write a brief note on the iriipact ofthe two World Wars on Afsican nationalism. 

3) ,Give a brief account ofthe Independence n~ovenlent in Africa. 


