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12.1 INTRODUCTION

For themajor past of the 20th Century, the framework of security was based on the primacy of the
politico-military components. Historically, it wasa period in international affairs when theworld
had experienced twoworld wars followed by an intensely competitive Cold War and when security
and sheer human survival Wasconsidered asnearly co-terminus. The policy-makers and practitioners
of public affairsand diplomacy in such asituation largely followed the power-centric approach to
security They strongly believed that thestate wastheonly institution that could be entrusted with
theresponsibility of ensuringthe security of itspeople.

With the end of the bi-polarity followingtheend ofthe Cold War, the traditional military-political
approach to security wasfound inadequate. Peace wasthe new dividend. But there wasalso a
realisation that peace was not to mean amereabsenceof was To be meaningful, peace had to be
trandated to include both “freedom from fear’ and *freedom from want'. Equally important was
that the new peace dividend had to beshared by all the people

Almost overnight, the minimalist State-centricapproach to security seemed inadequate, There was
thereforeaneed for a broader, maximalist and re-defined understanding of'security. The formulation
of policies and their implementation had to placeat itscentre, the human being. Such a framework
would havetofactor inthewel being of men and women, their aspirations and goals. This marked
the launch of the human security concept t6 development that ishighly people-cenlric.

12.2 WHAT IS HUMAN SECURITY?

Human Security, according to Thomas and Wilkin, describesa condition of existence “in which
basic material needsare met and in which human dignity, includingmeaningful paricipation in the
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life of the community can berealised”. This is precisely what tlie United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Report hed argued when it stated that individuals are weighed down by
"worriesabout daily life than from tliedread of acataclysmicworld event. Job securities,income
security, health security, environmental security, security from crime arethe emerging concerns of
human security al over theworld.

123 IS HUMAN SECURITY A NEW CONCEPT?

Seemingly novel, much of the contentsof human security were reiterated time and again inthe
past. The same sentiments were succinctly captured asfar back asJune 1945, when the United
Nations Security Council declared toawar-weary world that "' the battle of peace hed to befought
on two fronts. The first isthesecurity front where victory spellsfreedom from fear. Thesecond is
the economic and social, where victory means freedom from want' . Security had to mean security
of peace both for men and women asalso “security in their homesand jobs". In | 976, the International
Covenant of Economic, Socia and Cultural Rightsreferred to these ideasas “the new compulsions
of global human security™.

Social scientistshad by the late 1960sand early 1970s begun to discussthe importance of ensuring
Basic Human Needs(BEN) foral people. Mahbub-ul Haq and Paul Streeten had argued that the
raison d'etre of development was to treat men, women and children-presentand future generations
asends. To developwastoimprove the human conditions and to enlarge peopl €'schoices. Specificaly,
the BHN approach reiteratesthe mandate that every nation ensures minimum average nutrition,,
education, health, housing and transport.

By the end of early 1990s, socia scientists argued that human security had to include a safe,
secure, clean and ecologically balanced environment, assured employment and income security as
also being gender sensitive. Human security has hed to be security in people's homes as also
security within the nation-stateand in theworld at large. Thelogic behind such an extended approach
wassimple. While the problems in the poor countriescould inter alia be hunger, ill-health, ethnic
conflicts,social disintegration, transmutablediseases, natural resourcesdepl etionetc., in theadvariced
countries they could be drug trafficking, refugeeinflux, terrorism, environmental pollution, proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction etc.

Failureto recognise thesignsof human insecurity would mean, especialy tothe under-privileged
sections ofsociety, lossof food security, absenceof affordable healthcare and decent shelter, lack
of educational opportunities, and unemployment leadingto income insecurity. None ofthis is to
ignorethe several other and related material and non-material aspectsof life. .

12.4 CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES OF HUMAN SECURITY

Human security ischaracterised by sonic essential features. These are:
)  Human security is people-centric.

ii)  Human security isuniversal.

iii) Human security isinterdependent.

iv) Human security is both quantitative and qualitative in content.

v) Human security could behest ensured by early corrective measures.



Forhuman security to be successfully secured what is needed isan efficient and sensitivedemocracy
andavibrant civil society that work in tandem. Both thestateand thesociety have to be responsible
and responsive. Ifthey are not, theresultwill be human insecurity, Human insecurity would essential ly
mean skewed socio-political and economic structures that translate the concept of entitlement to
security. Where human Security isignored it isonly-a matter of time before the security of the
country and the nation-state iscompromised. Human insecurity ishigh where the propensity for
conflict is high. The result is that basic human needs remain unmet. The UNDPySHuman
Development Index highlights precisely this fact when it points out that between the years 1990-
1995 only 14 per cent of the countries were ranked high, 34 per cent of countrieswere ranked
medium. Fifty-two per cent of the countriesand much of Africafallsinto thiscategory, where
there isaconstant intra-state warfare. Theconditions are ranked low on the Human Devel opment
Index. The Human Development Index isacomposite measure of human development containing
indicatorsrepresenting three equally weighed dimensionsof human devel opment — longevity(life
expectancy at birth), knowledge (adult literacy and years of schooling) and income (purchasing
power parity, dollars per capita).

12.5 THREATS TO HUMAN SECURITY

While threats to human security can befrom multiple sources, the most|o beexpected arein the
areasofhealth, food, economic (income), environment, personal, cotnmunity and political.

12.5.1 Health Security

Theold adage: “|1]f wedlth islost, something islost.. ..IT health islosteverything islost”, isthe apt
sentiment to capture theessence of healthsecurity. Thisisparticularly, though not exclusively, true
with regard totliedeveloping world. Partof the reason isthat healthrelated fatalities in thedevel oping
countriescontinueto bedominated by communi cabledi seasessuch astubercul osis, typhoid,diarrhoea,
acute respiratory infectionsetc. Uncleanand unsafeenvironmentsare the primary reasons, asare
lack of potable water and poor standards of nutrition. Besides, expenditures on healthcare as
percentage of GDP are nearly negligible in thedevel oping countries. Expenditure patternsal so
continue to be largely urban biased, often at theexpense of the rural poor. The non-availability of
trained and adequate medical personnel aso contributes to health insecurity in most developing
economies. The number ofdoctorsisone doctor for 7,000people in Asiawhile for sub-Saharan
Africathefigureisone doctor for every 36,000 people. And, asfor health insurance, while poor
peopleanywhere in the world can ill-afford it—the poor inthedeveloping countries ate unaware
even of itsexi stence.

To makea bad situation worse isthat children and women are victims of health insecurity. In fact,
mortality satestake the toll as the high rates of pregnancy and delivery related deaths. Most of
these deaths can be prevented if women had accessto adequate and nutritious meals, safe end
affordable family planningassistanceandtimely help in the pre- and post-natal stagesofpregnancy.

Themost recent threat to hedlth insecurity hasbeen the human immuno-deficiency virus/acquired
immuno-deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) pandemic. This is particularly S0 for low-income
countries Where the victims are usually inthe 15t049year age groups—the most productive years
of anindividua's life, In Africa, the situation iSmore poignant—well over one million childrenare
Al1DSorphans, just astlieapproximate number of women who suffer from HIV/AIDS total upto
severa millions. Clearly, contrary to what the UN AIDS Report of 2000 on The Global HIV/AIDS
Lpidemic claims, human Security in A frica no longer can beseen as' an enabling environment for
peopleto enjoy long, healthy and creativelives'.
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12.5.2 Food Security

Food insecurity can be amajor threat to human security. Whet issurprisingisthat thisisdespitethe
availability of amplesuppliesof food at the globa leve asalso in many developing countries. It isa
matter of concern that even in the age of plenty, there are countries where citizens do not get
enough of sustenance to help lead ameaningful and productive life. About 30 per cent of the total
population of Africa are undernourished while 30 per cent of infantsare born undernourished.
Underweight babiesarean indicationof the would-be-mothers having inadequate accessto food.

12.5.3 Economic Security

For societies, economic security isof critical concern. In fact, one could argue that economic
security should begiven primacy in the construction of human devel opmentindex. Economicinsecurity
isexperienced by people both, in tliedevel oped asa so devel opingworld arising essentially out of
the mismatch between the job positionsavailable, the quality and the size of the labour force. In
such asituation,discrimination iScommon. Peopleasofed insecureifthey hold temporary or past-
time jobsasopposed to permanent or full-timejobsor wlierethereare differencesin wagesfor the
same job based on gender discrimination. Smilarly, insecurity iSexperienced when individuals perform
hazardous tasks. Insecurity of incomes isalso trandlated to mean the erosion of the valueof real
wages becauseof rising inflation. Whilethe industrialised economies have, in many instancesalso
experienced adeclinein real wages, it istliescaleor tliemagnitude of the same in the developing
world that isof serious concern. | n Africa, thedecline has varied between 40 per cent and 80 per
cent. According to the reportsof the International Labour Organisation (1L O), only 25 per cent of
the world's people may be economically secure. The growing number of people categorised as
below-the-poverty line (BPL) i.e. those who surviveon lessthan onedollar aday, isan indication
of how fragile economic security can be. Social scientists argue that' a possible solution is
unemployment insurance. But. given the volumeof unemployed peopleand financial burden such
schemes would impose on tliefiscal Situation,this solutionisnet a remedy for the devel opingworld.

12.5.4 Environmental Security'

Nations are aware that human security can a so be threatened by environmental degradation. No
longer isit possible to argue that the damages inflicted wantonly an the earth, atmosphere aid
water by human misdeeds can bereversedeither easily or in totality. The present day dynamics of
demography, theintenseindustrialisation programmesand tlieaccompanied changesin life-styles,
land misuse or mismanagement have resulted in drought, desertification and deforestation. This
pointsout how sensitivetlieecol ogy-environmentnexusis. Clearly, natura disastersare not always
‘natural’—they are man-made, chronic aid of catastrophic proportions.

12.5.5 Political Security

Political security has alwaysbeen an important aspect of human security along with socio-economic
security. Political security isgrounded in theway states are organised, the ideologiesthat they
professand the systems of government.

Domestic political security mirrors the sentiment that the statethat enables its peopleto live alife
of dignity, honour and where peopl€'s basichuman rightsare secureirrespectiveofsocial stratification
isan efficient and a good state. Such an understanding of politicai security clearly impliesthat
stateswill spend lesson their military and moreon the BHN. Also, asreported by the Amnesty
International, more than ahundred countrieshave been guilty of human rightsviolations, political
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detention and uninvestigated imprisonment. The least 'free’ areasaccoraingtothe UNESCO's
index of afree press werein North Africa, West and South Asia. Clearly, elections, periodically
held and multi-party based have not enhanced the political security aspect of human security.

12.5.6 Personal Security

The United Nations Development Programme Report of 1994, which specifically highlighted the
theory and praxisof human security a so discussed in termsof personal and community security.
Indicative of the expression, personal security isthevaid argument, that at the base of human
security isthe security of each and every human being irrespective of his station in lifeor thestate
of the economy inwhich helives. Human life issacred everywhere and any abuse to human beings
lowers human security. Age, gender, privileged or underprivileged should not, inan ideal world,
makefor differencetoone’s personal security. But the reality isotherwise.

Child abuse isprevaent around theworld: the differenceisin the natureand degree of such abuse.
In thedevel opingeconomiesgiven the high poverty levels, unpad child labour common and is being
made towork in hazardousjobs. Similarty child prostitution has been found to be rampantin severa
countries or societiesin South East Asia, while thegirl child in Africa isalso subject to cruel
physical mutilation. Inthedeveloped countriestheindividual security of the child could bethreatened
because of broken homes, physical violenceand avoidable psychosomaticstressfactors, All these
make children more vulnerableand highly insecure. Similarly, women too have been victims of
discrimination. Dowry-related deathsand victims of abhorrent sexual violenceare just ascommon
asthe factthat women arethelast to benefit from thefruitsof education, whilethey arethefirstto
befiredfrom jobs. Persona security of peopleisalsothrestened by tizestate itself when it needlessly
declareswar or refusestoengageitsdlf indiplomacy. Similarly statesare guilty ofviolating human
rightsby way of torture, custodial deathsor engaged in escalation of ethnic cleansing activities.

12.5.7 Community Security

Human beings have alwayslived in the midst of acommunity —they, more often than not, are
integral membersof afamily, araceor ethnicity based community, an organisation like atrade
union, asocial/religious/professional organisation. Such memberships enablethem to enjoy a sense
of security based on numbers. But such membership candsoentail lossof privacy or can even be
oppressive. The tradein daves, bonded labour, thetradein immoral practices, especially, when it is
forced on under-aged girls, areexamplesof oppression. [t has been pointed out that in nearly 50 per
cent of the world's nations, ethnic tensionsare on the rise. To a large extent this has been SO
becauseof'the diminishing accessto lifeenhancing opportunities.Sri Lanka, former Yugodavia
and severad African countries have witnessed such conflictsimpacting both human and personal
security.

Apart from these seven specificthreatsto human security,socia scientistsargue that given the
huge disparities between nationsthreats|o human security could also emanate from the very
nature of the world we livein. Rut differently,oneshould not underestimate thedangers inherent in
the global system. Often, these are heightened by tlie policiespursued by thestrong and powerful
economies and/or by the inability of those in power to stem the disastersfrom spreading across
nationa borders.

Threatsto environment constitute thefirst category--everyoneisnow aware that the pollution of
theenvironment anywhere ispollutioneverywhere, aspollution does not respect national boundaries.
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Theemission of hugequantities of sulphur dioxideinto the atmosphereby one country fallsasacid
rain elsewhere. Such sulphur deposition is not good for vegetation and water supply systems.

Similarly theemission of chlorofluorocarbons affectstlie ozone layer that in turn affects human

health, giving riseespecially to skin cancer. For that matter theaccumulation of green house gases-

carbon dioxide and methane in particular, leadsto global warming. Sea levels would then rise
forcing land to recede and the concomitant shrinking of national territories. Bangladesh which

producesonly 0.3 per cent of global emission could seeitsland areashrink by 1 7 per cent if the sea
level rise by amere meter. Human insecurity in fact hasbeen heightened in the courseof the last
two decades because ecosystemsare now fragile. Whileal countrieswill experience the ill-effects
of such an accumul ationof aweakened environment, it i sthe poor and the |l east devel oped economies
that will suffer more. The solution to this would be to exerciseon acontinued basisthe biological

diversity of the environment, regenerationof soil, protection of the watershed aress, puritication of

thewater supply systems, regul atingthe temperature, improved waste management systems and a
clean green atmosphere.

Global insecurity with itsattendant implication for human security isalso due to the major changes
in the population profile, especially in the case of the devel oping or low-incomeeconomies. The
immediate impact is on the aready diminishing non-renewable resources apart from major
conseguences for the country’s already stretched socia services, and employment opportunities
and theviability of market ingtitutions. In the medium to long term timeframe aspopulation expands
beyond the optimum-—i.e. beyond what the resource endowments of the country can support,
therecould beethnicity clashes, social traumas, environmental degradation and also a political

danger to the very survival of the state. Equally real isthe phenomenon of migration, displaced
personsand refugee influx from the poor to the rich and from the disturbed to the stable countries.
With the industrialised countries enjoying nearly 80 per cent of the global income and other
devel opmental opportunities, much migration would be inevitable.Nearly 35 million peoplefrom the
South have migrated to the North between 1960 and 1990, with morethan onemillion joining cach
yeae The number of illegal international migrantsisalso estimated to bein the range of' 11510130
million. Thesearedl apartfrom themillions of refugees or internally displaced pcoplc. Such a mass
movement of people iSoften fuelled by the lack of employment opportunities in their homecountries
in contrast to the demand for workers—both skil led arid unskilled in the industrialised countries.
The problem, however, isthat even in the industrialised ¢ountries, economic growth isstagnating
resulting in high unemployment and 'jobless growth'. Thisof course createsserious problems for
human security.

126 HUMAN SECURITY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Thecontinent of Africaistoday achallenge to theglobal humanity and global conscience. The
problems that plaguethis continent seem to render the continent in astate of continuous crisisand
constantly at war with itself. David Penant Rea in his Zhe Afi-ican Burden madetliepoint that the
continued impoverishment of the continent had made it an almost permanent economic laggard that
would hardly be missed if it were to be bumped off the world map.

Africa's problemsto the layman aredifficult to understand for it isthecontinent that isuniversally
acknowledged asthe storehouseof every known mineral,substartial agricultural—especially cash
crop produce. In such asituati-on‘,%h,e unending erosion of itsricli natural base appears to echo
Kwame Nkrumah’s sentiment that “Africa iSa paradox.... it iSpoor because it iSrich” and Obasanjo’s
observation that Africais“the third world of the Third World'. Both the statements indicatethe
heavy degree of marginalisation that the continent issubject to.
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Sucha profileof penury in Africais bound to impact an already unstable political and socially
fragmented continent. Thiscould causeafurther economic declinesuperimposed by greater political
disintegration. Politically, African states range from military dictatorships to ineptly functioning
democracies. The concentration of power and privilege isin the hands of aselect few. Thereare
few alternative or crediblesecond lineof leadership. Popular participation on the linesof an effective
civil society isabsent in nearly twothirds of the African countries. And where it exists, it leaves
much to be desired. The performance of the media—print aswell aselectronic — isal so below par.
Authority, legitimacy and accountability are conspicuous by their absence.

Als0,a common feature across almost theentire continent isthat statesare patrimonial, predatory,
tentier and kleptocratic in nature. Whilethe degree of these pathological manifestations does vary,
most African statesare'soft' states. They areriddled by massive and uninhibited corruption. The
closecollusion between an unprincipled bureaucracy and unscrupulouspoliticiansisnow of legendary
proportions. Direct accessto the huge quantum of public funds rendersit difficult to separate the
'public' from the'private’. These 'soft states' characterised by power-based relationships have
led to the enlargement of the personal rule syndrome. They also epitomise Africa's economic
incompetenceasal so thetotal mismanagement of policies.

This iswheretheissueof governance—specifically the lack of it assumes centrality intlie overall
context Of human security. For, it isthe governance that determines 'who getswhat, when and
how'. Given the preponderance of the state, it isseen by eventhe layman well over forty yearsinto
freedom that security in Africacontinuesto belargel ystate-centric, militaristic and male-dominated
in nature and content. The continent of Africa isthreatened by the seriesof insecurities discussed
earlier. Human security in Africaisa pipedream.

Topon thelistof insecuritiesishealth insecurity, Giventhe poor health-care facilitiesand with most
governments CONtinuing to spend enormousamounts of money asmilitary expenditures, littleisieft
totakecareof'the budgetary needsfor ahealthy populace. In additionto thetraditional communicable
disease, thel-IIV-AlDSpandemic islikely tostrike at the very rootsof society's existence viz. the
people. According to the | atest availabl einformation it isquite possiblethat South Africain the span
of four generations will be back to whereit wasin 1910.

Similarly, insecurity of incomeisal so experienced becauseof'the constantly widening gap between
the'haves and 'have-nots. Africas inabilitytointegrateitselfwiththe global economy hasmeant
that neither aid nor trade nor investment has paid the dividends they were expected to. Even ifthe
poor have not gotten really poor because of the almost invisible turn around of the economies in
view of thestabilisation and structural adjustment programmes now in place in most of Africa,
income disparitiesdo worry the policy makers of Africa.

Environmental insecurity in Africaisalsoa matter ofseriousconcern given thefragile natureof the
geographical determinants todevelopment. Individuals and societies arc handicapped by severe
insecurities. It is but natural that human security in Africahaslong becn acasualty.

12.7 SUMMARY

Asaconcept and in itspractical application, human security is rooted in the daily concerns of
people. Human security issecurity of people, not only of territory: it isthe security of individuals,
societies, statesand nations; it isthe security achieved through sustainable development arid is
intergenerational in nature. Itisalso equity based in content. In the final analysis, humansecurity is
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security of all the peopleeverywhere—in their homes, onthestreets,in their jobs, in their communities
and in their environment. Human security isachoice, not achance. It ismore than a mere idea
whosetime hascome. AsBarbaraWad argued, ' |deasare the prime movers of history. Revolutions
usually beginwith idess™ Human security is hereto Say asit has alwaysbeen, because the bottom
lineisthat it ishuman security, which empowersthe ordinary man, woman and child everywhere.

12.8 EXERCISES

1)  What doyou understand by the term “Human Security”?
2) Whicharethe areasip which human security can easily become human insecurity?
3 Which threat to human security isgreater than the othersin Africa? Why?

4) Discussthe problemsof human security in Africa.
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