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14.1 INTRODUCTION

The concept of viotence encompasses physical violence, psychological violenceand structural
violence. Thus, violencecan beany act that threatens aperson's physical and psychological integrity
and it also can beracism, forced labour and denial of fundamental rights to thecitizens. Violence
can be caused either by individual,agroup of people, the state itself or society asawhole,

The violencein Afiica isresponsiblefor many an untold misery. It wasestimated that during the
decade of the 1980s aone over 3 million peoplelost their lives due to violence and around 160
million constantly sufferedconsequencesof civil war. Since 1960, Africahas seen 19 full- fledged
civil warsalongwith 1 { genocide and ‘politicides’ compared with the twenty-four that occurred al}

over theworld.

14.2 DEFINING VIOLENCE

Violence can bedivided into two broad categories—Direct violence and Structural violence. Direct
violence isan act of deliberate attack on physica or psychological integrity of a human being. Itis
also called assomatic violence. Asdescribed earlier, it isacommonly understoad form of violence
asitiseasily observableand often illudtrated in the media all overthe world. This category includes
ail formsof homicidelikemassacre ofcitizen, civil warand political crimes (seeTable no.|). Italso
(ncludes any form of brutal action like torture, rape, kidnappingand forced removal, (inflicting upon
the victim) wherethe victim isinflicted with physical and psychological suffering. Thisform of
violenceisrampant in Africa,

The second fonn of violence-—Structural vidlence—is alsocalled asindirect violence. [t isasSituation
in which there isno necessary direct relationship between the victim and the aggressor. Johan
Galtung conducted apioneering research in structural violence. In the [1960s, he studied various
forms of violence and showed that the state could resortto systctnic violence against its citizens,
For him, defining violence purely in somatic terms wasincomplete. Violence, for Galtung, was a
cause of difference between the potential and the actual. The potential level of realisation isthat
which ispossiblewith agiven level of insightand resources. If, however, insight and resourcesarc
monopolised by agroup, ora class, the actual level fallsbelow the potential level, which Galtung
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referred to asthe level where tlie perpetuation of violence isa cause of concern. In the case of
war, violence isdirect and killingor hurting a person causes 'actual somatic realisation’. In indirect
violence, insight and resources are channeled away so asto deny chances for the eventsto reach
apotential level.

Violence could take place even when there isno direct actor involved, which Galtungreferred to as
indirect or structural violence. There may not beany person who directly harms another person.

The peopleor institutionsresponsible for such violence are not often considered guilty of acriminal

offence by thelaw or by society. This kind of violence is, infact, bui It into the structureand shows
up because of unequal power and consequently unequal life cliances. Resources are unevenly
distributed and the power to decide thedistribution of resources too isunevenly distributed. Insuch
cases, personswith low income areal so low in terms of education, health and power.

The general cause for structural violenceisinequality. Galtung pointed out that structural violence
is perpetuated because of alinear ranking order present in society, by which itisclear astowhois
higher and what istlie correct manner for interaction. In general, the higher ranked inter-act with
similar higher rank people.|n other words, if an actor ishigh in one system, then heal sotends to be
high in another system in which he participates. Thus. inequality and structural violence hasahigh
survival capacity despite the change in actors.

Structural violence includes the following three typesof violence (see Table no.l). Firss— Violence
by Omission, when the stale fails to provide adequate help and protection to human beingswho are
in danger like social violenceor environment hazards like hurricanes and earthquakes. Second—
Repressive Violence, when basic rightsaredenied like participation in day today socia and economic
life or right to property. Finally—Alienating Violence, when citizensare deliberately targeted at
work, school, and public placesetc. These categories will bediscussed in detail subsequently.

Table-1: Different Types of Violence

DIRECT VIOLENCE
(Deliberate injury tothe physical and psychological integrity of a human being)

Homicide
Genocide
Massacre
Murder
Brutal Acts
Torture
Rape
Maltreatment
Restrictions or physical constraints
Forced removal of population
Kidnapping
Taking of hostages
Imprisonment
Forced labour
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CT _Al, TOLENCE
(Indirect violationsof the rights)

Violence by OMSSI ON (non-assistance to the human being in danger; non-satisfaction of vital
materia needs)

Lack ofprotection againstsocid violence(hunger, disease, poverty)
Lack of protectionagainst accidents
Lack of protectionagainst natural violence(hurricanes, earthquakes)

Mediated Violence (dangerousmodificationsor the natural and social environment)
Repressive Violence (deprivation of fundamental rights)
Social rights

Denid of trade unionism

Denid of socid equality

Denid of participationin social and economic life

Denial of protection of material, individual and collective property,
Civil rights (denial of protection from the state)
Political rights (denia ofdemocraticparticipation in political life)
Alienating Violence (Deprivation of higher rights)

Alienatingliving conditions(at work, home, school)

Social ostracism (hostility against certain members and group of society like women and
children)

Ethnocide

143 CAUSES OF VIOLENCE

In Africa, violence isan age-old phenomenon. Violenceisdirectly associated with thescarcity of
certain elementary goods which are needed by human beings and protection such asfood and
shelter Alongwithtlieproblem ofscarcity of these essential goods isanother important point viz.

the organisation of human society. The societies are organised in such a way that a group of
individualsfulfil their needs, not theentirc society. This hasresulted in competition and rivalry that
ultimately resultsin violence,In Africa, many countriesshow skewed relationship within the society.
Ingeneral, thetop 10 per cent of population amasses more than 70 per cent of tlieresources and
the bottom 30 per cent isleft with merely 10 per cent of resources. They are often deprived of
basic necessities. They constantly face problem of hunger, This population isavolatilepopulation;
warlordsto wage war against their rivalsin Africa recruit many youngsters from thisgroup. For
example, in South Africa,many criminal elements involved indrug peddling and smuggling of small
arms, employ youth from poverty-stricken areas of Mozambique to carry out assassinations. All

the nationsin Africa, which have seen high violencelike Sierra Leone, Somalia, Ethiopia, Mozambique,
Burundi, Angolaand Liberia,areat avery low level of development.

In Africa, ethnicity isthe second sourceof violence. It had been a perennial sourceoftension but
in recent yearssome observershold different views. This view essentially holds that ethnicity iSnot
naturally derived from thecuitural practicesbut isa consciously designed ideological creation. The
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ethnic violencetakes place because of the manipulation of the elitewho incites and distortsethnic
consciousness into an instrument to pursuetheir personal ambition. The pressand government
functionaries closely support the ethnic designsof such leaders. Along with ethnicity, thereare
other sources likecivil war and political rivary asexplained subsequently in this unit.

14.4 DIRECT VIOLENCE

Thisisthemost brutal form ofviolence and Africa isal thetime reelingunder it. It involvesdirect
physical attack with an intention to inflict injury or even to Icill. Either an individual or agroup
practisesit. In Africa, this form of violence is mostly observed in clashes between two ethnic
groupsor riva politicat groups. Rwandaand Burundi are an idedl case of direct violence between
two groups. Rwandaand Burundi havetworiva ethnic groups, Hutu and Tutsi and their rivalry is
age-old. Hutu arein majority but Tutd, eventhough they arein minority hold almost al primeposts
in soci ety due to better education in both the countries. This happened during colonial times when
thecolonia administration promoted Tutsi. This rivary resulted ina mgjor outbreak ofviolencein
1994. In the full-fledged battle, members of military forces from either side used weaponsonthe
other groups. There wasall thetime ethnic tension between two tribes for decades but in amajor
breakoutin 1994, the majority population of Hutu, inawell planned and properly executed operation
killed between 500,000 toonemillion Tuts people aswel! as many Hutu moderates. A Tutsi-led
guerrillaarmy, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) retaliated by killing the Hutu president and
captured power.

The civil wars fought in Africa aretlieother mgjor source of violence. In Angola a longcivil war,
which lasted for over 20 years, the longest civil war in the world hasdestroyed thefabric of the
society. It started with a fight to capture power in 1975, when Portuguesegovernment, the colonial
authority, declared that it would transfer sovereignty ofthe nation to people and not to any political
party. A clash took place between groups who werefighting armed liberation struggleto capture
power. Therivalry set between the MPLA, UNITA and FNLA. Hectic military efforts were made
by al thethree liberation movements to capture Luanda, the capital town before the scheduled
independenceon 15 November 1975. The MPLA succeeded in capturing Luanda and established
its government. The civil war broke out after tlieindependence in Angola in which the FNLA
continued itsfight against MPLA for few more years but tlie main battlewas continued by UNITA
for over two decades. 300,000 Angolansdied in the fighting between 1975 and 1992; around 4
million—nearly athird ofthe population —areestimated to have beendisplaced, Further, at least
300,000 more areestimated to have died since 1992 from fighting, landmines and starvation. The
millionsof displaced civiliansareentirely dependent on aid, as Angolas agriculture arid infrastructure
have been made unworkable or destroyed by the war.

Thebrutal actsliketorture, rapeand maltreatment arecommon occurrencein civil wars. Mozambique
sharesthe same history of civil war and violence as Angola. Mozambique too wasaPortuguese
colony and wasdeclared independentin the same year. The rivalry wasset between the Liberation
Front of Mozambique (Frelimo), the rulingparty and Mozambique Nationa Resistance(RENAMO),
which was fighting against the government. The RENAMO, in itseffort toterrorise and prevent
the people from cooperating with the government employed many brutal methods like chopping off
nose or limbs. The RENAMO asoused locd populationasa human wall to resist attacksfrom the
government forces. The Mozambican civil war too has similar drasticeffect on tliesociety. Around
one million died of war and famine between 1981 and 1994.
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Political rivalry within thestates in Africaisoften violent. Peoplefrom warrior tribestake pridein
displaying weaponsin publicpolitical meetingasashow of strength. The political rivalry between
Zulu and Inkatha tribes in South Africaisacasein which political rivalry causes bloodbath inthe
society.Zulu,awarrior tribe, has/had Inkatha Freedom Pagty (1FP) headed by Mangosuthu Buthelezi.
Itsrival the African National Congress(ANC) mainly represents Xhosa groups. Soon after the
dismantling of 'White rule' in South Africa, arivalry wasset between thetwo political parties. The
ANC was an internationally recognised party for its longfight against theaparthei dsystem and its
leader Nelson Mandelawasalso recognised al over the world. They had a large grassroot support
in South Africa. The IFP wasalocal party and wassupported by the apartheid government. The
JFPwas strong in the province of Kwazulu-Natal where Zulus were in majority and the ANC
supporters Werein minority. Therivalry resulted in anattack on the ANC supporters in Kwazulu-
Natal and it was spread to neighbouring provincetoo. Asaresult of the violence, between 1990
until theend of March 1994, around 14,211 peopledied. The number of killings per day crossed
even the ugly mark set during the'White Rul€' in 1980s when around 5400 people were killed.
These killings made South Africathe world's most violentsociety.

The political assassinations arecommon in military rulein Africa. Themilitary rule of General 1di
Amin in Ugandawas very violent. He came to power in 1971 by deposing a civilian government.
His military rulewasresponsiblefor killingsin military prisonsand even respected citizenslike the
chiefjustice and the vice-chancellor of the university were killed in order to put down the protest
against hisregime.

Thedirect violence wasal so observed duringthe colonial rule. Namibia, under theGerman rule,
saw widespread genocide. n1the Berlin Conference of 1884, it was given to Germany and was
then called as South West Africa. The German occupation lasted up to 1915, when they were
defeated at the hands of combined Britishand South Africanforces. This period, though short, was
themost brutal occupation of the land. The German administration took to extreme measures to
stopthe uprising of Hereros, the local inhabitants who werefightingagainst German colonial rule.
It resorted to genocide and reported to havekilled 60 per cent of the population of Central and
Southern Namibia.

145 VIOLENCE BY OMISSION

It isprimarily referred to the notion of non-assistance to human beingsin danger. The states have
resourcesand manpower to assist citizenswho are caught in natural or man-madedisasters. Inthe
case of violence against minority group by the majority group, the policeforce should interveneto
protect the minority group. Similarly, intlie caseof predictable natural disasters, tliestate should
take emergency measure to protect the life of citizens, If the state fails to intervene whenever
human livesarethreatened by tlie phenomena tlieharmful effectsof which aretechnically avoidable
or controllable to protect, then it becomes violenceof omission.

Hunger isa common exampleof violence of omission in Africa. It iscalled asthe 'silent violence'
of modern times. Thereareunder-nourishments and deaths after natural disastersbut on many
occasions, in Africa, it isnot because food isnot availablebut because of several social and political
reasons. During Biafra war, the Nigerian federal government deliberately starved the secessionist
[bo population.

Health issecond common example of viol:nce of omission in Africa. Withina country itiscommon
to observethat people's vulnerability to diseasesvariesconsiderably according to regional, socid or
ethnic factor. Urban versus rurd areasand political power to allocate public money for a particular
region play a key role.
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146 MEDIATED VIOLENCE

It refersto deliberate human intervention to change tlieexisting natural or social environment,
which might not immediately affect tlievictims, but inthe long-run it would have profound negative
effects. In mediated violence, theaggressor and victimsare not in adirect relationship. The niost
commonobservabl e phenomenaareeftorts to change naturd environment like nucleartest, industrial
pollution or the saleof praducts that poseadanger to their users. In Africa, onecommon practice
amongthe USand European multinational s isthe saleofa wide range of toxic productsthat are
banned in their home countries because they can induce cancer, generic malformations or
miscarriages. The products like pesticidessuch asDDT, drugs such as Depo Provera (used for
contraception), and textilessuch asinfant garments manufactured withtoxic dyes.

Mediated violence wasalso the part of the colonial agriculturepoliciesin many African countries.
The colonial authoritiesforcibly introduced crops, which worked as input to theindustries. Some
independent African countries replacingthetraditional food crop with cash cropsfor export also
follow thispractice. It has often resulted in marked decrease in food availability among the rural
communities.

14.7 REPRESSIVE VIOLENCE AND ALIENATING VIOLENCE

Repressive violence refers to conditions when survival isnot threatened but other fundamental
rightsare not given. It constitutesan important infringement on thefreedom, dignity or equality of
rightstowhich human beingsare entitled. Alienating violenceisakind of violencethat referstothe
deprivationof aperson's higher rights, such asthe right toemotional, cultural or intellectual growth.
It isimportant to a person’s well beingthat certain lion-material needs be fulfilled. Oneof'the most
seriousformsof aienating violenceiswhat can be called as “ethnocide’ that is, policiesor actions
that significantly alter the prevailingmaterial or socid conditionsunder which thecultural identity of
agroup of peopleor thewhole community is guaranteed. The apartheidrule in South Africa isthe
best example of this kind of violence. It passed several laws, which restricted dlthe fundamental
rightsof the blacksand made their life miserable. The White domination in South Alrica started in
1652 when the first Dutch settiement, later also called as Boers and Afitkaners, started. The
settlers, from the beginning had an exploitativetendency and hunger for land. The British joined
them in 1775. There wasa seriesof'wars that took placefor the domination between them: the
most notable was Anglo-Boer war from 1899-1902 in which the Boersweredefeated. Finally, to
the detriment of black population, British and Boers came together to form the Union of South
Africain 1910. The new White* government in power divided the society on thelinesof the white
and black. Themost important step to deprive blacltsfrom their land wastaken by thisgovernment.
|t passed theLand Act of 1913, which took away land from the ownership of'the blaclts. Thus, tlie
whitesthat constituted around 13 per cent of thetotal population took control of 87 per cent of the
land and the blacksthat constituted 76 per cent of thetotal population (along with 11 per cent of
Asiansand other community) wereleft with only 13 per cent of land. The land taken by the whites
weremineral-rich (mostly gold and diamond mines) and good agriculture land and the blackswere
giveninfertileland. Thiskilled the backboneofthe black society, asthey were mainly dependent on
agriculturefor livelihood. Themainamof the Land Act wasto uproot blacksfrom their agricultural
land and send them as|abour to the gold and diamond mines, which wereowned by thewhiteand
werein need of cheap mine workers.
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TheLand Act was further supported by the Native (Urban Areas) Amendment Act of 1930,
which placedcontrol over the entry of blacksin urban areas. The Native Law Amendment Act
1937 gave more power to the government to enforce segregation and forcible removal of the
blacks from the urban areas. Every black, whoentered urban areas that were the areas under the
control ofthe whites, wasmacle to take apassfor aspecified period from the white authority. ifa
black lived morethan thespecified period, he was liableto be punished as per the law. This step
wastaken with an intention to keep women, chi ldren and old personaway from the white-owned
areas asthey were seen asaliability. The whites were only interested in the black able-bodied

persons.

After the Second World War, theapartheid |aws becamemore repressiveand discriminatory. Tlie
Population Registration Act of 1950 classified every citizen according to the ethnic group. This
becametlie basisfor the White' government to treat each ethnic group. The Group AreasAct of
1950 divided theresidential areasaspar the ethnicgroupsand authoritieswere given further power
to bringchanges in these areas. Under thelaw the blacltswereforcibly removed from their houses,
and were resettled in specified areasaway frotn the white settlements. Tlie black townshipswere
likeslums.

The apartheid government tried to control inter-racial marriage to maintain purity of white blood.
The Immorality Act of 1927 madethemarriage between whiteand black acriminal offence. It
wasamended in the Prohibition of Mixed matriage Act of 1949 that banned intermarriage between
blacks, whites and other ethnic groups. The main aim of the |aws wasto maintain racia purity in
the biological sense especially between Europeansand "' coloureds™ ,those who were born of mixed
blood. TheReservation of Separate Amenities Act of 1953aimed at reserving areasfor 'Whites
only'. Theact madeareaslike publichalls, benchesin parksand toiletsreserved for whites. Separate
seats were reserved in train, bus and shipsetc. for whites. Tlie blacks were discriminated on
frivolousground such as not being properlydressed. Wilful useof such places by a person of tlie
*other” race wasconsidered an offence. Such restrictionscould not be challenged in any court of

[aw.

The apartheid government gave tlie blacksto administer the Bantu Education Act of 1953. It
allowed education only in tlietribal languages; the blacks wereforced to attend the government-
run Bantu School. Similarly, with the Extension of University Education Act 1959, it forced the
blackstoattend universities established only for blaclts. The government was given extensive
powersto establish and maintain the financesof the black populations. The government had power
to cancel admission toa person, if it felt that such enrolment affected administrationof the university,
Thiswasmainly used toremove political activists from the colleges, who werefighting against
white supremacy.

The inost serious aspect of denial of fundamental right wasthat the blackswere neither allowed to
run political movement nor conduct any tradeunion activitiesto protect their sights. Tlie government
passed theIndustrial Conciliation Act, 1956t0 check labour unionmovement among the blacks,
Thelaw enabled the government to havejob reservation on racial groundsi.e. in what proportion
certain category of jobs areto befilled with peopleof certain social background. It aimed at the
reservatioii of technical and managerial jobsonly for the whiteson attractive salaries. The Riotous
Assemblies Actof 1956 did not allow any public meeting; it wastargeted at labour/trade unions.
The Native Labour (Settlement and Disputes) Act 1953 made any strike by Africans, and under
any circumstances, an offence.
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Political activitiesweretotally banned for the blacks. The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1953
wasspecifically madetodeal with the passiveresistance movement. The government punished the
activistswith the imprisonment for not more than three years or a whipping not to exceed ten
strokes and afine. The communist movements too were strong in South Africa. The government
enacted the Suppression of Communist Act of 1950, which banned the Communist party of South
Africa, and no person was allowed to become either an office-bearer or a member. It put the
burden of proof on to theaccused in criminal trialsand made a provisionto forfeit the property of
accused.

The African National Congress(ANC) wasin theforefront of thestruggle against apartheid rule.
The government enzcted the Unlawful Organisation Act 1960to ban theactivitiesofthc ANC and
other parties. It empowered the president todeclare ANC and others asillegal without prior notice
totheorganisation if'in hisview they threatenedor likely to be threaten public safety or order. The
ANC was banned within twenty-four hoursof the passing of law and was banned in South A frica
for almost three decades. Along with the above laws, the government already had assumed unlimited
power with the Public Safety Act, 1953 which alowed the president to decl are astate of emergency
inal or any part of the Republic. Thestateof emergency wasdeclared without much consideration
and police and armed forces had the powersto detain any one without warrants. The periodsof
emergency were the most violent periods.

14.8 SUMMARY

Violence, in itsbroad sense, includesphysical and psychological violence along with situations
when fundamental rightsaredenied to the human beings. An individual, agroupand even the
government resort to violence. Thesituationslike hunger, malnutrition areviolence committed
against citizensby the stateespecially in the conditionswhen food isavail able and yet government
doesnot distributeit for political reasons. In Africa, violence ismanifested inall forms, Ethnic
clashesremain the mainsource ofviolence in Africa. The civil war isanother important source of
violence and it isclosely linked to the ethnic tension that prevailed in Africa. Incidentally, the
government happensto beagreat sourceofviolence in Africa. Inmilitary ruled states, kidnap and
murder of members of opposition party isacommon nccurrence. Thegovernment resort to structural

violenceisalsoa common occurrence. Thedenial of health facility, allowing the Multinational

Corporationsto market banned productsand not rel easingfood stock are variousmeansof structural

violence. The human rightsgroupsin Africawhotry fight against such violence highlight these
problemsbut it istoo modest astep. The violencecan becurbed only if the African governments
make agenuine effort to promote good governance.

149 EXERCISES

1) “Ethnicity isthemain cause of violence”. Doyou agree on the basisof your study ofviolence
in Africa?

2) Define“Direct Violence' and explain how civil war isresponsible for the incidenceof“Direct
Violence" . Cite instances from Africa?

3) Identify an exampleof “mediated violence" in Africa

4) The"WhiteRule" in South Africawasresponsiblefor" RepressiveViolence' and™* Alienating
Violence". Discuss.
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