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MASTER’S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS
(MEC)
Term-End Examination
December, 2024

MEC-109 : RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : Attempt questions from each Section as per

instructions given.

Section—A

Note : Answer any two questions from this Section

in about 700 words each. 2x20=40

1. Distinguish between Hierarchal and Non-
hierarchal methods of clustering. Explain the
criteria for choosing them for a specific research

problem.
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2. State the difference between Research Methods
and Research Methodology. Explain the various
steps involved in formulation of a research

proposal.

3. Explain the National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) as a database for public health.
Discuss how this database is wuseful for

researchers.

4. Give a comparative overview of the verification
and falsification. Comment on Popperian view

of Versimilitude.
Section—B

Note : Answer any five questions from this Section

in about 400 words each. 12%x5=60

5. How do characteristics of Action Research make
it a powerful tool for change at local level for

the disadvantaged groups ?
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Discuss how correspondence analysis is useful
for analysing associations ? Does it apply for

categorical variables.

Evaluate Nominal, Ordinal, Ratio and Interval
scale variables on a set of common parameters
and discuss which measure of central tendency

1s applicable to their analysis.

What is Composite Index ? How should one deal
with missing values while generating a

Composite Index ?

Distinguish between a Semi-log model and Log-
linear model of regression. Discuss their

applications in research.

What is mixed methods research ? Illustrate

with example.
Distinguish between any three of the following :
(a) Primary and Secondary data

(b) Population Census and Economic Census
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(¢) Research Techniques and Research Tools
(d) Measured variable and Latent variable

(e) Inclusion and Exclusion of variables and

their linkage with Adjusted-R?

12. Discuss how canonical correlation analysis
helps to analyze interdisciplinary constructs

using a simple example.
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