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Over 90% of rural children in the 14-18 years’
age group have a smartphone in their home (as
compared to 73% in 2017) and are on social
media, according to the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2023 released on
Wednesday. The survey conducted in 28 rural
districts across 26 states also set out to explore
post-Covid digital awareness scenario among
the rural children of this group. It found a
significant gap across gender in accessibility to
digital devices. Of those who can use
smartphones or have access to them, males
(43.7%) are twice more than females (19.8%).
The survey explored two components — access of
children to digital devices and their online
habits and an assessment of their digital skills —
performing a set of tasks in front of the survey
team using an available smartphone. On
communication and online safety, the survey
found that nearly half of all surveyed males
have an e-mail ID, compared to 30% among
females. “Of all children who used social media,
only about half are familiar with the online
safety settings that were included in the

survey,” the report said.
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HeT ¢ A National Green Tribunal (NGT) bench

recently said that beginning this year, the
immersion of idols in water bodies in Chennai
during Vinayaka Chaturthi celebrations can be
done only after a fee is paid. The fee will be
used to clean the water bodies. The bench
termed 1t as application of ‘Polluter Pays
Principle’ (PPP). PPP 1is the basis for
environmental laws across the world. It’s a
check on the tendency to pass on pollution costs
to the rest of society and ensures that costs are
borne by just polluters. In India’s
environmental jurisprudence, a case decided by

Supreme Court in 1996, carved out principles of
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compensation. Vellor Citizens Forum had
approached the judiciary seeking protection
from release of effluents by tanneries that
damaged agricultural land polluted water
bodies. Supreme Court relied on precautionary
principle and polluter pays approach to decide
the case. ‘Polluter pays principle’ is universally
applied. It is based on common sense approach
that costs of cleaning up and compensation

must be borne by polluting entity.
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