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BACHELOR OF ARTS
PHILOSOPHY (BAFPY)

Term-End Examination

December, 2025

BPYC-104 : MODERN WESTERN PHILOSOPHY

Time : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note : (i) Answer all the five questions.
(it) All questions carry equal marks.

(iti) Answers to question nos. 1 and 2

should be in about 400 words each.

1. Explain the significance of Immanuel Kant’s
Philosophy in the development of modern

philosophy. 20
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Or

Discuss Spinoza’s theory of modes with
reference to Natura naturans and Natura
naturata. How does this help to understand

his doctrine of determinism ?

2. Discuss the origins, meaning and historical
significance of the Renaissance. How did it
mark a transition from the medieval period

to modern era ? 20
Or

Explain Aquinas’ contribution to the

synthesis of faith and reason.

3. Answer any two of the following questions in

about 200 words each :

(a) How did Copernicus and Galileo
challenge the authority of the Church in
shaping the course of modern western

philosophy ? Discuss. 10
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(b) Write a note on the Enlightenment’s
contribution to the 1idea of social

contract and governance. 10

(c) What 1is Positivism ? Discuss its
meaning, assumptions and origin. 10
(d) What are the main problems or
criticisms of Locke’s philosophy ?

Discuss. 10
4. Answer any four of the following questions
in about 150 words each : 5

(a) Describe the main characteristics of

capitalism according to Karl Marx. 5

(b) Explain briefly the central principles of
Empiricism. 5

(0 How does Leibnitz explain the order

and harmony in the world ? 5
(d) Why did Locke reject the doctrine of
innate ideas ? 5
(e) Briefly explain Hume’s scepticism. 5

(f) Discuss the concept of Spirit (Geist) in
Hegel’s philosophy. 5
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5. Write short notes on any five of the following

in about 100 words each :

(a) Historical materialism 4
(b) Hegel’s dialectic method 4
(¢) Romanticism 4
(d) Esse est percipi 4
(e) Cogito ergo sum 4
(f) Pre-established harmony 4
(g) Religion of Humanity 4
(h) Tabula rasa 4
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ISR STt ki Sedfx, 31ef iR Ufcerfoss mee =+t
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(@) BT T ggTHS T5id 4
(1) E=RdaR 4
(1) ‘= gvadat ¥ (Esse est percipi) 4
(%) ‘it sl aH’ 4
(9) gE-Tnfa wee 4
(D) A &1 gd 4
(1) <t T 4
X X X X X
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