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1.1 INTRODUCTION

Africa isacontinent of many countries, big and small. At present the continent consists of 54
countries(48 countrieson themainland and 6 island countries). Nearly 800 million peopleaccounting
for 13 per cent of the total populationaf theworld liveon thiscontinent. The continent accountsfor
nearly a quarter of theworld's landmass. It is the second largest continent next to Asia, It was
physically joined to Asia in the northeast by the Sinai peninsula before the opening of the Suez
Candl in 1869. Africacontains some of the finest varieties of world culture, tribes, contrastsand
contradictions. When Indiagot independencetherewereonly four indens~4ent countriesin Africa.
By 1963 when the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) wases.ablished their number shot upto
32. Withthe independenceof Portuguesecol oniesand countriesof whitesin the southern peninsula

including Zimbabwe and Namibia, the number of the independent countriesroseto 52. After the
separation of Eritreafrom Ethiopiaand the fall of apartheid regime in South Africa, thereare 54



independent countries on thiscontinent. Africatoday isacontinentat acritical point in history.
Duringthe past half adecade there hasoccurred an unprecedented political revolution in Africa
varioudly characterisedasa' newwind of change',a"" second liberation”, and/or a™ second African
independence”.

Many peoplestill mistakenly referto Africaasa'dark continent', asif it had no history, no culture
and noachievements. But Africahasitsown history and civilisation. Theorigin of the evol ution of
mankind istraced to thiscontinent. It had huge manpower that was log intheslavetrade. Itsvast
and rich resources madethe continent target of the European industry. Their interestsled not only
to colonisation but al so fragmentation into different spheres— Anglophone, Francophone and
Lusophone—at continental level and into thousands of ethnic andtribal groupingsat local levels.
Becauseit servedtheir vested interest Africa wasprojectedasa'dark continent' totheinternational

community.

Modern Africais not stagnant. It hasformed different regiona and economicorganisationslike
Organisation of African Unity (OAU, now AU), Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Southern African
Development Community (SADC) and Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regiona Cooperation
(IOR-ARC). Through these organisationsAfricainteractsnot only within the continent but with
the outside world aswell. The continent isnow being developed through Structural Adjustment
Programme (SAP), and the New Partnershipfor African Development (NAPED) has provided it
new and improved pace.

1.2 WOW AFRICA CAME INTO BEING

History of Africa waswritten largely ontheinformationderived from thereportsofvisitors, traders,
and invaders (for slaves and colonisation) over the last five hundred years. Historians have
constructed accounts of societiesthat existed thousandsof yearsago. Modem scholars haveal so
used ancient records of archaeology, anthropology and linguistics tofill inthegapsin Africa's
historical record. Their effortshave provided ingglitintothe continent's past and allowed historians
to trace broad patterns of development. However, we are far from a complete picture of the
African past and also the 'dark ages of the Slave Trade.

a) Geographical and Sociological Aspects

In Africa, the herding of animalsappeared beforethe devel opmentof agriculture. By about 7500
B.C., peopleinthe western desert of Egypt hed domesticated cattle. Over the next 2,000 years, the
practiceof herding spread into thecentral Saharadesert. From thereit made itsway to the Atlantic
coast, intothe highlands of present day Ethiopia, and south tothe border of Africa’s tropical forests.
Many parts of the Sahara region were well watered, supporting forestsand other vegetation.
About 6000 B.C., theweather beganto change, the Sahara becamedrier. This process continued
for about 4,500 years until most of North Africabecame a desert. During the long period of
change, asurprising variety of settlementsflourished in the Central and Southern Sahara. Thereis
even evidencethat membersof different communities gathered together at certain times of the
year to share their resources and skills, and in thisway they had a better chance of surviving
difficult environmental conditions. Perhapsthis i nteraction between settlementsembol dened them
to experiment with growinggrains. After about 2500 B.C., many pastoral groups made their way
into central, eastern, and southern Africa. Herding peopl esoccupied the highlands of Ethiopia more
than athousand yearsbeforefarmers appeared there. By about 1000B.C. pastoralistshad spread
intotheRiftValley in present day Kenya, and by 400 B.C. they had reached the border of present-
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day Tanzania. Pastoralistsalso had spread to central Africaby 400 B.C. and to southern Africa by
A.D. 200. By 1500 B.C. Bantu speaking peopleshad migrated into the eastern part of present-day
Cameroon, and they eventually spread east and south acrosscentral and southern Africa. Asthey
migrated, the Bantu began growing grainsand wereamong thefirstto produceiron in sub-Saharan
Africa

b) Importanced Metal in Social Development

Theriseof metalworking revolutionised social development in Africa. The use of metals led to
specidisation and theevolution of a more hierarchical society and to new ideasabout authority. It
wasan important factor in the development of tradeand citiesin Africa

People inancient Egypt and Nubians weresmelting bronzeasearly as2000 B.C. The Greeksand
Carthaginians brought iron and copper technology to North Africasometime after 1000 B.C. and
fromthereit spread southward down the NileValey. The earliest evidenceof iron working in sub-
Saharan Africa, discovered in prescnt-day Niger, dated to about 700 B.C. Copper smelting seems
to have begun in the region of present day Mauritaniaabout a hundred years later. Iron had an
immediate impact on African civilisation.|n West Africa, for example, the use of iron tools hel ped
in theclearing and settling of land inthevalleysalong tlie Senegal and Niger Riversand irongoods
from these areas were probably part of the early trade in this region. Iron toolsalowed new lands
to besettled, which resulted in an increase in population. By about 300 B.C. iron workingtechnol ogy
waswel| established in theareasofwestern Afiicasettled by the Bantu. From there it spread into
central Africaand ultimately to easternand southeastern Africa. Iron artefacts dating from about
100 A.D. t0400 A.D have been found at Lake Victoria, in southern Tanzaniaand in southeastern
Africa. By about 600 A.D. urban settlements featuring a hierarchical society, specialised labour,
large-scale production of goods, long-distancetrade, and complex political organisation were
appearingthroughout Afiica. In West Africa expanding long-distancetrade along the Middle Niger
River promoted the growth of early urban areas. By the late 1 8th Century, largeurban centreswith
hierarchical social structureshed appeared in many other areasof Africa aswell.

1.3 EVOLUTION OF AFRICA

1.3.1 Northern Africa

Northern Africa comprises Egypt, the northern halfof Sudan, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco.
Early Stone Age axeshave been Found throughout North Africa, from the Red Seato the Atlantic
Ocean and from the Mediterranean coast southward. In the Saharathey have often been unearthed
near former springs and lakeshores that supported life during wetter eras in the region's past,
Middle Stone Age sitesin the Saharaand the Maghreb (northwest Africa) show that people
butchered rhinoceroses, giraffes, horses, antel opes, and gazelles. A few sitesal so contain stones
that peoplemay have used to grind wild plantfoodsto tnakethem morepalatable. Inthe Nile River
valley where fish bones, includingsome from very largedeepwater Fshwere discovered, isamong
the oldest evidence in the world of fishing. Between 20,000 and 13,000 years ago the sealevel

along the Mediterranean shore wasmuch lower than today and coastal regionsthat are now under
water were probably themain centres of population. The NileRiver, much smaller than it istoday,
supported anarrow ribbon of lifesurrounded on both sides by deserts. The people who lived there
probably had to compete for resources—many skeletons show evidence of violence, sometimes
approaching the intensity of warfare, Around 11,000 yearsago, changes in rainfall patternsincreased
theflow of the Nileand al so moistened the Sahara making it habitableduring the monsoons. About
8,000 yearsago peoplebegan living therethroughout the year, diggingwellsand constructing round
houses. They also set up large standing stones arranged in linesor circles, which perhaps had
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astronomical or religious meaning. Several thousand years later, theclimate changed again and
much of the Saharabecame too dry for humansto livein.

By 3100B.C. a nation state ruled by kings knownas pharaohs had emerged in Egypt. Thelargest
Kushite pyramid discovered a asitecalled Nuri in Sudan measuresabout 95 feet (30 meters) a
side. Greco-Roman ruins also dot the North African coast west of Egypt. The Tunisian site of
Leptiminus, for example, wasaMediterranean port that came under Roman rulein thefirst Century
A.D. During the 20th Century, archaeol ogists excavated three Roman cemeteriesthere. Onewas
located in an area that produced adistinctivetypeof pottery, amajor tradeitem inthe M editerranean
regionfor fivecenturies.

1.3.2 Western Africa

Western Aftica includes Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, Benin, Burkina Faso,
Togo, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, SierraLeone, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Gambia, and Senegal.
The region stretches intothe Saharadesert in the north, but its coastal areaconsistsprimarily of
tropical rainforest. Around 2000 B.C., agricultural production increased and settled communities
developed in the forest and savannah regionsin the southern part ofwestern Africa. More than
twodozen sitesin Ghanaand Ivory Coast have revealed |largesettlements, complete with avariety
of stonetools, remains of sheep and goats, and pottery vesselsand figurines. Around the same
time, peopleintheareabegan towork metal. They may have learned techniques from cultures in
Sudan and North Africaor developed them on their own. Discoveries in Niger show that people
there worked copper asearly as2000 B.C. Theearliest evidence of iron working, also in Niger,
datesfrom about 1000 B.C. A few centurieslater, Nigeria, Mali, Ghana, Chad, and Senegal were
also producing iron. Western Africadeveloped large urban centresand complex socia structures
asaresult ofcontact with Arabsfrom North Africa from 7th Century. Established by250 B.C., the
townsentered a period of rapid growth some 500 years later. Elsewherein western Africalarge
earthen mounds have been found containing burial chambers, human sacrifices, and various objects
buried with the dead.

Oral tradition and afew written records, including accounts by Arabtravellers provideinsights into
western African states after 1000 A.D. Ancient Ghana extended over much of present day
Mauritania, Mali, and Senegal. Arabic sources refer to Ghana as a flourishing kingdom. One
description ofaroyal burial hasshed light on theritual purposeof buria moundsat Koumbi Saleh,
asite in Mauritaniathought to have been Ghana's capital. Arabic and European sources describe
the rich and powerful kingdom of Benin in Nigeriawhich reached its peak between the 13th and
17th centuries. Although slave trade was most devastating, the A frican towns, in the 19th Century
had a population of 15,000 to 20,000 inhabitants. Excavations have revealed evidenceof far-flung
trade: European pottery, glassand beads, and fine ceramics from Chinaand goods from Indiaand
Far East.

1.3.3 Eastern Africa

Eastern Africaincludes Djibouiti, Eritsea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Tanzania,and Uganda. Eastern
Africafirst becamefamousin the 1960s when members of the Leakey family made dramaticfossil
discoveries. Thesefindings cast new light on the earliest human origins in Africa. Theoriesthat
suggest an African origin for Homo sapiens havefocused attention on the Middle Stone A gesites,
such asGadamottanear Lake Zwai in Ethiopia. The inhabitants of Gadamotta used obsidian—a
glassy, volcanic rock —to manufacturetools more than 200,000 yearsago. Other important sitesin
Tanzaniacontainstonetools more than 100,000 yearsold.



The herding of domestic livestock began in eastern Africaabout 4,000 to 5,000 years ago, and
many groups in the region still follow a pastoral way of life. The most common domesticated
animalswere cattle, sheep, and goats. Theearliest indicationsof farming in the region comefrom
LaibelaCavein thehighlands of Ethiopia, which containedtracesof beans, barley,and chickpess.
Evidenceof domesticated whest, grapes, and |entilshas been found at other Ethiopian sites. The
firstcommunitiesto use iron in eastern Africawerethose from the shoresof|ake-Victoria between
2,500and 1,700 yearsago. Archaeol ogistshave not yet identifiedtheorigins of these communities
and evidence remainsscarce. By about 500 A.D., farmersusing iron tool sbelieved to have occupied
areas of eastern Africawith wooded and wet environments, especiallythe coastal hillsand plains.

Early evidenceof complex African societiescomesfrom thecoast of eastern Africa, where urban
communities based on Indian Ocean trading networks were developed by 800 A.D. Some
communitiesbuilt largestructuresoftimber, coral,and limestoneand mintedtheir own coins. There
isevidenceof 1slam, the religion that originated in Arabia. The inhabitantsof the urban centresat
Zanzibar and elsewhereaong the coast were the ancestors of the Saahi | i coastal traders who

now live in east African townssuch asMombassa '
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1.3.4 Central and Southern Africa

Africascentral and southern regionsincdude Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Central African Republic,
Democratic Republicof Congo, Equatorid Guinea, Gabon, Lesotho, Ma awi, Mozambique, Namibia,
Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sao, Tome and Principe, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe. Some sitesin southern Africa, such asBorder Cave in Swaziland and Klasies River
Mouth on the coast of South Africacontain skeletons of homo sapiens along with evidence of
""modern” behaviour such asthedevel opment of family groups, food sharing, and the planneci use
of resources. These sites may be more than 100,000 yearsold. During the late Stone Age, the
peoplesof central and southern Africa were largely nomadic, moving with the seasons between
mountainousareasand low-lyinglands. They trapped and hunted animals, gathered awidevariety
of plant foods, and used marine resourcessuch asshellfish. They also carefully buried their dead,
sometimesplacing various objectsin thegrave, and painted complex imageson thewallsof rock
shelters. In parts of central and southern Africa with fairly dependable summer rainfall, people
adoptedasystem of mixed agriculture,combininggrainfarmingwith livestockraising. Thevillages
werelinked by theexchangeof goods, suchasfood products, pottery, salt, 'and iron. They may al so
have interacted with hunter-gathererswhostill followed the Stone Age way of life becausestone
toolshave been found in some villagesites.

Thepicture of central and southern Africais clearer for the past thousand years or so. Domestic
livestock, especially cattle, became very important throughout much of the region. Farming
settlementsspread into the highlands, where ruinsof stone-built communitiesindicatethe existence

13



of large and thriving populations. By the 12th Century A.D., complex states were emerging.
Mapungabwe and other hilltoptownsalong the Limpopo River in Zimbabwe and Botswana were
centresof such states. These societieswere organised into different economic and social classes.
Their rulerscontrolled both the local economy and connectionswiththe outsideworld. These links
occurred with tradersfrom Arabia on the coast of the Indian Ocean, where African goodssuch as
gold, ivory, and animal skinswereexchanged for foreign items such as glass beads and cotton
cloth. The Arabtraderswho linked southern Africa tothe Indian Ocean limited their settlementsto
the coast. European colonists, beginningwith thePortuguese in theearly 1500s, ventured into the
interior.

14 EARLY AFRICAN KINGDOMS

Kingdomsemerged in several African regionsduring thefirst millennium A.D. At first, sofar as
the slender evidence goes, they were little more than enlarged chiefdomswhoserulers or main
representativeswereat oncesenior lineagel eadersand personscharged with ritual powersconcerned
withtheir people's general welfare. But ritual powerswere buttressed by secular powerswhose
importance gradually increased under the influenceofpolitical and economic development. The
west Asian mercenaries of Ayyubid Egyptwereable, in the 13th Century, to establishthedynasty
of Mamluk who ruled Egypt until theearly 16th Century, often with an imposing success.

Of the large mediaeval empiresthefirst was Ghana, formed in the western Sudan by Soninke
chiefslong beforethe 8th Century, and reachingthe height of itspower inthe 11th Century.

Risingto power in the western and central Sudan after Ghana, the still larger though shorter-lived
empireof Mali likewisebecamedominant over thesouthern terminals of the trading network of the
west. ItsMandinka Icingsappear to have accepted Islam asearly asthe 11th Century, and several
went on pilgrimages. But thetriumphof Islam in Mali really camewiththereign of itsmost famous
ruler, Mansa Kankan Musa (1312-1337), who brought most of the western Sudan, the westerly
portionsofthe central Sudan,and much of the southern Sahara under hisgeneral control; he made
apilgrimagein 1324that waslong remembered in Cairofor itssplendour; and who, upon returning
introduced M uslim patterns of administration into hiscourt and government structure.

The word Guinea being of Berber origin saw theemergence of alarge number of kingdomsat a
point generally beforeabout 1400 A.D. Notableamong thesewereearly kingdomsof'the Y oruba
(western Nigeria), of the Edo (mid-westernNigeria), of the Akan (central Ghana, and of the Wolof
(Senegal). Thekingdomsofthe Y orubaappear to haveevolved from acultural synthesis, between
existing indigenouspeoplesand intrusive migrantsfrom thecentral Sudan at sometime not long
before1000 A.D. They developedarich culturd life, some outstandingskillsin handicraft production,
acharacteristichut rare patternof |large urbansettlements,and complex political systems. Generally
fractious, except in religious loyalty and ethnic solidarity, many of these Yoruba kingdoms were
eventually drawntogether in the Oyo Empire (1650-1810).

Othertypesofkingship, basically the same asin west Africa in having devel oped from the needsof
ritual and then of political and military leadership, were formed in eastern, central and southern
Africasome of them weredeeply influenced by long-distancetrade, such asthe Shona and their
neighbours of thecentral southern plateau, and, after the 16th Century, the Lubaand Lundaand
their neighbours of the southern Congolese-Angolangrassiands. Otherswereconcerned mainly
with the command; defence and distribution of cattle pastureand farming land; among these, for
example, werethe states of the southern Bantu in what are now the Transvaal, Natal, eastern
Cape provinces of South Africa, and in neighbouring areasamong othersthe states of the Swazi,
Venda, X hosaand Nguni (the last producingtheZulu empire early in the 19th Century). Others,
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again, werestratified " conquest kingdoms™ in which cattleowners ruled over cultivatorson lines
marked by ethnic differences. Though based on asteadily growing classor caste stratification,
noneofthese kingdomsevolvedthehierarchical rigidities of Europeor, indeed, of Asia, if only
because there was no private ownership of land but only private ownership of itsfruitsand of
cattle.

15 THE SPREAD OF ISLAM

The religion of Islam began inthe Arabiancity of Meccaaround 610 A.D. with prophet Muhammad.
After Muhammad's death in 632, Arab traders, settlers, and soldiers carried histeachingsinto
Africa. By conversion and conquest, Idam spread acrossNorth Africa, into the eastern Horn of
Africa, and even over the SaharaDesert into West Africa. Thearrival of Islam had amajor impact
on thepolitical and socia developmentof'those regions,and it remainsasignificant force in Africa
today.

ISam arrived on the continent in the 7th and 8th centuries. It was brought to Egypt and North
Afsicaby conquering armies and to the East African coast by tradersand merchants. West Africa
did not encounter Islam until about the 8th Century, and it spread more slowly intheregion than in
theeastern part of thecontinent.

1.5.1 Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia

In 639, an Arab army of some 4,000 men invaded Egypt which wasthen under the control of the
ByzantineEmpire. Despiteitssmall Size, thisMuslim forcesucceeded in driving the Byzantinesout
of Egypt and ingtal led their own ruler, known as Emir. Soon afterwards the Arabs began to push
south along the Nile River, attacking the Christian kingdom of Nubiain what is now northern
Sudan. However, Nubian resistancehalted the Arabadvance, and in 651, the Emir of Egypt signed
apeacetreaty with the Nubians.

Only in the 1 3th Century when the Nubian kingdoms had gone into decline, Islam begantotake
hold in Nubia. Arab Muslims from Egypt began to settle there and to intermarry with Nubians.
Withinahundred yearsislam had replaced Christianity asthemain religion. However, Islam made
little headway in southern Nubia, which remains mostly Christian to thisday. Moreover, conflict
between the Muslim north and the Christian south continuesin themodern natibnof Sudan. Unlike
therest of Africa, Ethiopiahad contact with the Arabworld long beforetherise of Islam. Thus,
when thefollowers of Muhammad fled from persecution in Arabiain 615and 616, they found a
safehaven intheEthiopian Chrigtiankingdom of Abyssinia. Muslim merchantsestabli shedsettlements
alongthecoast of the Red Seathat controlled traderoutesto theinterior. These Muslim settlements
grew into small kingdoms ruled by sultans. In the 15th Century, a Muslim |eader known as Ahmad
Gran united thesultanates in war against Christian Ethiopia. However, thedefeat of the Muslims in
1543ended theexpansion of their influencein Ethiopia

LikeEthiopia, Somaliawashome to Arab trading communities beforetherise of Islam, and by the
10th Century, Muslim settlements dotted the coastline, including M ogadishu. Another wave of
Muslim migrationto Somalia beganinthe12th Century. AstheSomalis invaded south, they brought
|damwith them asfar asnortheastern Kenya Nomadic Somali herders spread Islam intothe rural
interior where it devel oped a ongsidetraditional Africanreligionsand customsand blended with
them. Inthe20th Century, Somaliawas hometo anumber of Sufi brotherhoods, mystical Islamic
sects. Oneof the Sufi leaders, Muhammad Abdallah Hasan, emerged asa major opponent ofthe
Europeancolonisation of Somalia.

In 740, a new group of Muslims arrived on theshoresof easternAfricafrom southern Mesopotamia
(now Irag). Many ofthem settled in Arabtowns on islandsjust off the coast. These island towns,
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aswell asthose along the coast itself, became centres of Muslim influence, and over time the
Muslims adopted the Swahili language and many local customs. A new East African Islamic
culturedevel oped in citiesand townsfrom southern Somalia to northern M ozambique.

Islam’s spread to the East Aftican interior began only in the 18th and 19th centuries. At that time
Muslimsfrom the Arabian kingdomof Oman controlled much of the coast. Omani merchantswho
had establishedatradingempire basad in Zanzibar, set ypnew trade routestotheinterior, establishing
settlementsand caravan routesinto Kenya, Uganda,and Tanzania

By the late 19th Century, British and German colonia armies had taken over these regions. Colonia
officials hired Muslimsascivil servants, soldiers, and tax collectors, making centres of Muslim
culture into colonia administrative centres. This situation tended to keep Muslim influence
concentrated in thecitiesand towns.

1.5.2 West Africa

Theearliest evidence of Mudim contactwith West Africa dates back toabout 9th Century inthe
kingdom of Kanem, inwhat isnow Chad. Idam becametherdigion of Kanem in 1085, and in other
kingdomsfarther west, such as Gao in Mdi around thesame time. Although Mudimsnever gained
thethronein theancient Wes African empiredf Ghana, they worked thereasscribesand ministers.
Inthelate | Ith Century Mudimsfrom North Africaand Spain helped bringabout the collapse of
the Ghanaian empire.

Atthat time Muslim tradersal so controlled the caravan routesthat crossed the Sahara between
northern and western Africa. These caravanscarried gold, slaves, sdlt, cloth, and horses over
hundredsof miles. Tomaintain control over tradeand increasetax collection, local Mudim rulers
conquered townsand villagesal ongtheroutes. These townseventual ly grew into large kingdoms
such asMali, Songhai, and Kanem.

In many of these kingdoms, Islam existed side-by-sidewith indigenousreligions, Although this
arrangement helped maintain order, it angered Sufi leaderswho wanted the peopletofollow Mudim
principlesmorestrictly. Beginningaround 18th Century, Sufi leadersin western Africalaunched a
seriesof jihads, or holy wars, against Mudim kingdomsthat hed not completely abandoned traditional

religions. Thejihad movement lasted almost 200 yearsand resulted in the founding of several

strict Islamic states.

Inthelate 19th Century, French and British armiesdefeated theforcesof thejihadis. From then
on, asin East Africa, educated Muslims often cooperated with and servedinthecolonia governrnenrs.
Thisled many Europeans to consider Muslims to besuperior to other Africans. However, when
some |slamicleaders opposed colonial rule, Europeanscalled Islam asuperstitious, fanatic, and
anti-Chrigian religion.

1.5.3 Islamic Influence in Africa

Asapolitical and military force, Islam united largeareasof Africa. However,asMuslim culture
took root acrossthecontinent it al so clashed with existing legal, religious,and social practices.

Theintroductionof 19amiclaw changed important aspectsofthe legd relationships of individuals
in African society. Islamic law, or Shari‘a isawritten system; many indigenouslegal traditions
have come together, resulting in a blend of 1slamicand indigenouspractices. But where Islamic
avthorities have insisted on astrict interpretation of the written law, Shari ‘a haschanged someof
the basic elementsof social relations.

In traditional African Societies,kinship rdaions—reations of family and community —are basicto
one's identity, rights, responsibilities,and rolein society. Istamic law hasredefined many of these
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relationsin waysthat conflictwith traditional practices. Islamic law hasaffectedtheroleof women
in African society aswell. It generally gives men considerable power over property, and the right of
women to make decisionsabout pregnancy and birth. Many traditional African societiesallowed
women more personal freedom.
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In recent years reformershaveworked to modify parts of Islamic law to bring it morein line with
other traditions.

1.6 EUROPEAN INFLUENCE AND SLAVE TRADE

Throughout history, slavery has been afeature of many societies in many parts of the world,
includingAfrica. However, when the Europeans arrived, the slave trade became acommercein
which enslaved humans were bought, sold, or traded as goodsor property. Millionsof Africans
suffered the brutality and cruelty of the davetrade. Though slavery wasdeclared illegal inthe
early yearsofthe 19th Century it took decadesto stamp it out from the stranglehold of slave-trade
merchants. The greatest number of peopleweretaken from western and central Africa and shipped
acrossthe Atlantic Ocean to European coloniesin the Americas. Slavetraders had beenactive in
other partsof Africa for centuries beforetlie transatlantic slave trade began. Theslave trade had
long-ternl effects including the establishment of African populations on other continents, the
weakening of African societiesthat were robbed of many productive young people, and warfare
among African states, some of which supplied captivestoforeign slave traders.

1.6.1 Northern Africa

The largest part of the Northern African'slave trade involved camel caravans organised by the
Berber and Arabi c-speakingpeoplesof North Africaand the Sahararegion. Some of these caravans
crossed the Western Sahara, carrying endlaved Africans from what arenow Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Ghana, and other parts of western Africa to settlementsin Arab North Africa. Other caravans
began farther east in Darfur in what isnow Sudan. They carried captivesfrotn the southern Nile
River valley, Ethiopia, and southern Sudan north to Egypt along a route called the Forty Day Road.
Historiansestimate that about four million captivescrossed the Saharaand another two million
crossed the Red Sea between the 8th and the 19th centuries. Most of these victims of the Saharan
and Red Seaslavetradesweresettled in North Africa, Arabia, the landsaround the Persian Gulf
and southern Asia, Others, however, remained within tlie Sahara region, northernSudan, or Ethiopia.
Among tlie slaves weremany women, destined to become domestic labourers or concubines.
Endaved men wereacquired to work in agriculture, mining, shipping, fishing,and for other manual
[abour. I n addition, some rulersin Egypt and elsewhere in North Africaused black male slavesas
soldiers.
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1.6.2 Western Africa

Beginningin tlie 15th Century, European powersestablished coloniesfirst on islandsin the Atlantic
Ocean, fater in the Americas, and finally in Africa, European traders were familiar with western
Africa asasourceof goods such asgold, copper, pepper and had even acquired some black slaves
there. With the colonisation of the Americas, thetrickleof black slavesgrew intoaflood, anda
slavetrade devel oped that involved both Africansand Europeans. African slavesbecame partofa
highly profitable commercial network that isoften called thetriangletrade. On thefirst leg of the
triangle, shipscarried European manufactured goods such ascloth and cheap guns to Africato be
exchanged for slaves. The second leg of the triangle known as tlie Middle Passage, took the
enslaved Africansto the Americas. Thethird legof the trade carried sugar, rum, tobacco, and
other plantation crops to Europe. The Middle Passagewasafearful ordeal for captive Africans.
Thetransatlantic slavetrade lasted from the 1440sto the | 860sand wasat itspeak from 1700to0
1850. At least 13 million peoplewereshipped from Africa tothe Americas asslaves. Most of them
were between 15 and 30yearsold. About two thirds of the captives were male— Slaveholders in
the Americaspreferred men for fieldlabour. Of the13 million Africansforced to makethe journey*
tothe Americas, agreat mgjority came from thecoastal region ofwestern Aftrica between Senegal
and Cameroon. Many captiveswere taken from the |ands between the Volta River in Ghana and
the Niger River in Nigeriathat Europeans called that region the Slave Coast.

The Portuguese beganexporting davesfrom central Africain the15th Century, when they established
sugar plantations on theisland of Sao Tome off the western coast of Africa. By the 1560s the
Portuguesehad brought 30,000 davesto the idand, mostly from Angola. In thecentury that followed,
they developed alarge-scaleslave tradesouth of the Congo River aided by bandsof young African
warriors who conducted raidsto capture slaves. By the 17th Century, Brazil had replaced Sao
Tomeasthe principal marketfor Portuguese slavetraders. The vast sugar plantations of Brazil
required ever-larger numbers of African daves, and thediscovery ofgolcl and diamondsin Brazil in
the 18th Century increased thedemand for labour even more. Inthe late 1 7th Century, English,
French, and Dutch slaversal so began operatingalong the Atlanticcoast of central Africa, shipping
enslaved people primarily to sugar plantationsinthe West Indies.

Thefirst evidenceofa significant slavetrade in tlie region datesfiom after the riseof IsSam inthe
7th Century A.D. The Abbasid Caliphate that formed in what isnow Iraq and Iran imported
African slavesto use assoldiers, farm labourers, and domestic workers. Muslim traders al SO sent
Africans farther east, to Indonesia and China. Beginning in the late 17th Century, the state of
Oman on the Arabian coast expanded itscultivation.of date palms and also started plantations
alongthecoast of Kenya. In theearly 18th Century, tlie French established Caribbean style sugar
plantations on the Indian Ocean idlands of Mauritius and Reunion. Thesedevelopments further
created a growing demand for slave labour. To meet the demand, new slave markets arose in
eastern Africa. The largest were in thesouthern part of the coast, but by the 19th Century virtually
every port on theeastern coast wasinvolved in theslave tradeto some degree. Most victims of the
eastern African slavetrade came from Mozambique, Tanzania, and the regionaround Lake Malawi,
eastern Congo, and Madagascar. Some of those who.passed through tlie coastal slave markets
weresent overseas or the off-shore islands; otherswent to Arab-owned plantations in Zanzibar,
Kenya, and southern Somalia. From thefirsthalf ofthe 18th Century, dave tradersfrom Brazil dso
appeared ontheslave markets of eastern Africa, seekihg labour for Brazil's booming plantation
economy. The African rulersof Madagascar and Dutch settlersin South Africa also imported
slavesfrom eastern Africa. Thistrade in davesin this region reached its height between 1770and
1870, with exports perhapsreaching 30,000 peopleayear.
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1.6.3 The End of the Slave Trade

Abolition—the movement to end slavery — beganto attract support among Europeans in the late
18th Century, largely because of moral outrageagainst slavery. The slavetradewaseventually
stamped out partly for religiousor moral reasonsand partly for economic ones. Four hundred years
ofviolent slavetrading, however, had left deep marks on the African population. Africanssuch as
Olaudah Equiano and Ottobah Cugoano, former slaves from western Africa who lived in England,
spoke and wrote about the cruelties of the slave tradeand campaigned against it. Other Africans
performed the same role in France and the Americas. In 1805, Denmark becamethe first country
tomake it illegal for itscitizensto participatein the slavetrade. Great Britain followed two years
later. The United States banned slave trade in 1808, followed by the Netherlands in 1814 and
Francein 1817. Great Britain abolished theinstitution ofslavery and freed all slavesin 1834. By the
time Brazil ended slavery in 1888, the ingtitution had been outlawed throughout the Western world-
Meanwhile, within the Ottoman-Empire the period from the 1830sto the 1880s was atime of
reform when upper class, educated people began questioningslavery on moral grounds. During
that time Ottoman rulers also came under increasing pressure from Great Britain and other European
nationsto abolish slavery. Britain took stepsto cut off'the trade routes that supplied the Ottoman
Empire with slaves. Asaresult, the Ottomans passed a series of laws between 1847 and 1908
ending the trade in both African arid white slaves and officially abolishing slavery.

The trade in African slaves brought about the largest forced movement of people in history. It
establishedthe basisfor black population inthe Caribbean and in North and South America, disrupted
socia and political lifein Africa and opened the door for European colonisation of the continent.
The slave trade encouraged strong states to raid weaker states for slaves. Asa result, many
African societies weretorn by organised slave warsand general banditry. Successful slave raiding
and trading soci etiesformed new statesthat were dominated by military groups and were constantly
at war with their neighbours.

Although the abolition movement grew out of the sincere belief that slavery waswrong, it also
provided Europeans with areason toinvade and conquer the African continent. In the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, the European powersestablished firm control over most of Africa. Together
with the spread of Christianity, their rule undermined slavery and other servile institutions. These
institution's did not disappear overnight. In some regionsreform was gradual, and slavery and
pawnship died out slowly. Colonial administrations themselves established new servile institutions,
such asforced labour for road-bui lding projects or plantations. They al so introduced taxation, which
often required Africanstotake whatever wage labour they could find in order to pay their taxes.
Asaresult, many Africans laboured in conditions not very different from servitude. In addition,
local African rulers who cooperated with the new colonial administrations usually were allowedto
keep some degree of power over those wholiad been slavesor pawns. Findly, although Europeans
made the buying and selling of slaves illegal, the lawswere not alwayseasy to enforce. Traffic in
slaves continued for years in parts of Africa. In some areas it survived even after the colonies
. gained independencein tliemid-1900s.

1.6.4 Characteristics of African Slavery

People in Africaacquired slavesfor reasons other than economic usefulness. Ownership of a large
number of slaves, for example, was asign of power and importance.

African slavery wasclosely related to issuesof kinship, the network of extended family relationship
that formsthe primary social unit in most African cultures. The main characteristicsof Western
davery werethe lossof freedom. In Aftican societies, however, people placed avery high valueon
belongingto akinship group. For them slavery also involved the lossof kinfolk. Newly acquired
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davesin Africa possessed noneof'the rightsor benefitsof kinship, but inti methey ortheir descendants
could receive some of those rights aid benefits, asthey gradually became part of the master's
kinship group.
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1.7 COLONIALISM AND SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA

Abolition and the Christian reform movement gave Europeansastrong interest in the internal
affairsof African states. Eventually the mission to stamp out slavery became, intheeyesof many
Europeans, ajustification for bringing African territories under their control. From the late 19th

Centyry, they began dividingthe continent into their colonies.

Colonialism, which refersto tlieestablishment of political and economic control by one state over
another, had an enormous impact on Africa. Between the 15th and 19th centuries, Europeans
began to take an interest in Africa, mainly the coastal regions. Sailing along the shores of the
continent they established trading postsand engaged in commerce with local peoples. They made
littleattempt to explore the interior. Duringthis period, Europeanshad very little influence in Africa
Fromtliemid-17thto 19th centuries, Europeansbecame more involved inthecontinent and engaged
in explorations of the interioc Impressed by the continent's abundant natural resources, Europeans
sought to exploit the potential wealth. To achieve this goal, they attempted to suppressAfrican
peoples and force them to accept foreignrule. Inthe 1870 rival European nationsraced to colonise
as much Aftrican territory as possible. By thelate 1880s, they had divided up most of the continent
among themselves.

1.7.1 Patterns d European Expansion

Traders established thefirst European settlements in Africa. By the late 1870s, Africa had begun
to attract other kinds of Europeans: adventurers and entrepreneurs. Many of these individuals
'were interested only in obtaining richesor in recreating European culture in Africa. They urged
théir governments to establish coloniesthat would serveas sources of raw materialsand asmarkets
for European goods.

Thedesireto establish colonies and obtain raw materials led tothe so-called “scramble” for Africa.
Belgium, France, Great Britain, and Portugal struggled to claim territory and establish colonial
outpostsin Africa. They tried toget African rulers to sign treatiesthat would cede control of land.

Between 1884 and 1885, representatives From several European nationsmet in Berlin to discuss
waysto avoid coaflict among themselves over the competition for African colonies. The European
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powersagreed on a set of rillesfor annexing territories in that continent. They signed various
treatieswith each other that resulted in the partitioning or division of Africa into colonieswith
clearly defined borders.

Asthe pace of European imperialism increased, many African peoplesbecame very concerned.
Fear of Europeans seizure of dl the land led to a number of armed conflicts. Some of these
developed into full-scale warsas well-equipped armies from Europe invaded Africato secure
territorial claims. By 1919, Europeans had taken over the entire continent except for Ethiopiaand
Liberia. European imperidism now consolidated itself by establishing colon'ia administrations that
would maintainorder and provideeconomic benefitsfor the governing nations.

1.7.2 The'Scramble" for Africa

Thecompetitionfor territory in Africa wastruly a “scramble,” asexplorers, traders, and adventurers
fanned out across the continent signing treatieswith local rulers. Many peoplefeared that this
haphazard approach would create conflicting claims. InNovember 1884, German Chancellor Otto
von Bismarck called ameeting in Berlinto discusscolonisation in Africa. Representatives from 14
countries, includingthe United States,the Ottoman Empire, and most European nations, attended.
They agreed to guarantee free trade and the neutrality of the " Congo Free State™ established by
the Belgian KingLeopold. The guidelinesthey established influenced the way in which European
nationscarved up Africa.

The colonia economy was perhapsthe most important aspect of European policy in Africa, Before
the 19th Century, Africahed developed asystem of local and foreign trading networks, and Africans
and Europeanswerefairly equal trading partners. This situation changed as Europeans took steps
to control trade and natural resourcesin Africa.

The colonial powersflooded Africawith European goods, undermining many African industries
because they could not compete. Europeansal so encouraged the growth of cash cropsin Africa,
each colony specialising in adifferent crop. Tlie shitt to cash crops destroyed many traditional
forms of agriculture.In some colonieswhite farmersreceived specia treatment, They claimed the
best land, forcing Africans out towork lessdesirable plots. Some colonial governments imposed
taxeson Africans. Many Africanshad to abandon their land and work for wages on white owned
farms and in minesto pay the taxes.

1.7.3 Impact of Colonialism on African Societies

Colonia governments brought roads, railroads, ports, new technology, and other benefitsto Africa.
However, their policiesal so damaged traditional economiesand dramatically changed patterns of
land ownershipand labour. Although the colonial system pravidec opportunitiessuch aseducation,
jobs, and new markets for goods but it also left many people poor and landless. Besides, tlie
emphasison cash cropsfor export made African societies dependenton foreign nations. Littlewas
doneto devel op trade between colonies. Asaresult, many African nations still trade more with
overseascountries than with neighbouring states.

Colonia ruledisruptedthetraditional political and socia institutionsthat had developed in Africa
over centuries. AsEuropeans carved out empires, they destroyed existing kingdoms and split up or
combined many ethnic groups. Thecolonies they created became African nations consistitig of
diverse groups with little in common with their fellow citizens. Furthermore. European powers
destroyed much of the political and social control of traditional Africanchiefsand rulers. They
failed, however, to establish lasting replacementsfor theseauthorities. Finaly, European colonialism
introduced Africanslo various aspects of Western culture. African schools and universitiesare
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based on European systems of education and religion. But other aspectsof Western culture have
not taken root asfirmly.
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1.8 MODERN AFRICA

About 50 African states became independent between 1957 and 1993. The late 1960s brought
much new investment in the exploitation of raw materials and in infrastructure. All the newly
independent African stateshave to some extent regaincommand oftheir own history. Thisprocess
continues, and itsinfluencemay be seen in many waysboth positiveand negative: in tlieeffort to
achieve new institutional stabilitiesarid to fashion moreeffectiveindigenousstructure of political

and economic life, or negatively, inthemany upheavals,sudden changes of government, and instability
of tlie past few years. It has been said, for example, that the decade of the 1960s wasa '*time of
disillusionment” with the high hopesof independence: no lesstrue isthe fact that the 1960s was
alsoatime of valuable and often necessary experiment. The legacy of inadequate or outmoded
structures continues to weigh heavily on largenumber of the new countries, giving riseto economic
difficultiesaswell asto political instability and to occasional disasters. In [973-75 was ageneral

inability tomeetthe challenge of a severedrought in northeastern Afiica and generally intlieSahel
region, lying between the southern fringes of the Sahara Desert and the wooded country north of
the West African forest belt. In this respect it was significant that the only country and regime
which proved capableof meeting this drought disaster with efficiency and honesty was Somalia,
which was also the only country and regime among those affected by drought, concerned with the
revolutionary developmentof new socio-economic structures. Intlie 1980s, several contrary trends
making for strife or for peace were visible. Throughout southern and much of central Africa the
long-drawn tensions between movements and governmentsof majority nationalism reached a
dangerous polarisation. Another development wasthe increasingcollaboration between the leaders
of Tanzania, Botswana and Zambia, and the new leaders of Mozambique and Angola.

Another centre of conflict developed in the Horn of Africa after the overthrow of the Ethiopian
emperor in 1974. An emergent Ethiopianregime called for far-reaching structural changesin Ethiopian
society, the most important being a radical land reform. In 1976-77, an attempt by the Western
Somali Liberation Front (in Ogaden) to achieve self-determination by force of arms received
military support from tlieneighbouring Republic of Somalia. Thiswasinitially successful but was
repulsed by the Ethiopian armed forcesaftertheir reinforcementwith Soviet weaponry (including
tanks and aircraft) and Cuban troops. Etliiopiancontrol wasformally restored, but guerrilla warfare
continued. At the same time, the Ethiopian armed forces mounted major offensives to rescue
Eritrea from itsindependence movements, themost important of which, wasthe Eritrean People's
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Liberation Front (EPLF). These offensives renewed Ethiopian military control of importanttowns
in Eritrea in late 1978, but by the middle of 1979the Eritreans had onceagain captured positions of
strength in rural areas and the war continued.

In West Africa, in contrast,a multi-statetreaty of economic co-operation in 1975 signalled a new
trend towards organic integration. Signed in Lagos, this treaty established the Economic Community
of West Africa States (ECOWAYS). Fifteen governments agreed to move " by stage™ towards the
elimination of customs duties between members, the removal of internal restrictions on trade, and
the eventua fixing of'a common tarittand commercial policy towards non-members. Thefounding
statesof ECOWA S were Mauritania. Senegal, The Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone,
Liberia, Nigeria. Ivory Coast, Mali, Upper Volta, Ghana, Togo, Benin (ex-Dahomey), and Niger.

1.9 SUMMARY

This unit tracesthe evolution and political and social development of the African continent from
ancient tothe modern times giving briefdescriptionsof the northern, western, eastern, and the
central and southern regionsof Africa. Whileseveral kingdoms emerged in Africa duringthe first
millennium A.D., the religion of [slam began in tlie Arabian city of Meccaaround 610 A.D. through
the work of Prophet Muhammad. Islam made a significant impact on the political and social
development in Aftica. Asa political and military forceit united large areas of Africa. Efforts are
still afoot to adapt Islamic laws in order to bring itslegal, religiousand social mores in line with
traditional practices.

Africaasosuffered the brutality of the Slavetrade. The slavetrade had long-term effectsincluding
the establishment of Afiican populations on other continentsand weakening of African societies.
The movement to end slavery attracted support among Europeans in the late T 8th Century because
of moral outrage. The mission toeliminate slavery wasused by the European nations, asan excuse
to bring African territories under their control, which eventually led to thedivision ofthe continent
intocolonies.

After the Second World War, tlie paceofpolitical change in Africa accelerated. European powers
found it difficult to deny self-determination totheir colonial subjects. Added to that, was the financial
strain, which made it difficult to maintain colonial empires. Growth of independence movements
and political partiesestablished important traditionsof democracy and many African statesachieved
independence between 1957 and 1993.

1.10 EXERCISES

1) Tracetheoriginsand spread of Islam in Africa.

2) What were the reasons leading to the establishment of slavery and subsequently to its
abolishment?

3) Giveabriefaccount ofcolonialism and the scramble for Africa.
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