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2.1 INTRODUCTION: THE AFRICAN CONTINENT

Spanning 7.680 km north to south and 7.200 km from east to west, Africa isthe second largest
continent of the world with atotd surface areg, including several surrounding islands of 30,313,000
square kilometres. [t has a rich mosaic of diverse countriesand peoples. Africa as the second
largest continent of the world comprises 54 sovereign states. Thesizeof the statesare al so varied,
the smallest in area being the state of Comoro with just 2000 square kilometres of land areatothe
continental giant of the state of Sudan with over 2,506 of square kilometres. Africa’s vast expanse
of 11,677,240 square miles stretchesfrom the Mediterranean in the North to the meeting point of
the Atlantic and Indian Oceans in the South. Africa's peoplesare asdiverseasthe terrain they
inhabit. The Black and the Arabs livingon the continent with the sprinkling of Asians and Whites
speak more than 800 languages and belong to equal number ofdiverse ethnic groupings. Whereas
the Seychelles have a population of lessthan 1,00,000 Seychellois are of mixed African, South
Asian and European descent Nigeria leadsthe continent with over 110 million citizens divided
among nearly 250 ethnic groups. Over the yearsthe people of Africa haveembraced many religious
beliefsystems including all the major religions. While urbanisation hastaken placeinslimitedscale,
the continent's more than 70 per cent peoplelive inrural areas and live on agriculture and other
related activities. Economically, atiny island of Seychelles boasts of highest GDP per capitaof US
$6,993. Torn by civil warsand droughts Ethiopia's per capita GNP was only US$97 inthe year
2001. The political demography of African mosaic is also asdiverseasitsmultiplicity of culture,
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ethnicity, language and religion. Espousing major political ideologies of the present times, African
leaders have frequently adopted and experimented capitalism, Marxism, socialism and 1slamic
revivalisim asthe basesfor creating a widevariety of political regimes, including monarchies, military
dictatorship, Islamic republicsand liberd democracies. In spite of bountitul natural resources and
mineral reserves, a continent-\vide economic crisis during the 1980s severely threatened the
economic sovereignty of the African states, The initial symptom of this crisis, which manifested
during the second half of the 1970s asextremely vulnerable economic growth. wasfollowed by
steep economic decline during the 1980s. A simpley ¢t disturbing indicator—per capita income—
captured the economic dilemma confronted by African policy makers. From 1975to 1979, per
capita income Ta the Afiican continent registered less than one per cent annual growth rate.
During the decade of the 1980s, this meagre growth rate worsened into a 3.2 per cent annual
decline in per capita income. Alrican leaders had expanded the scope of state power without
increasing the state's capacity to use that power to create wealth. Alrican leaders failed to muster
the resources to maintain the African state's unparalleled control of the cconomic and political
systems. The growing indebtedness ol the African continent further compounded the problem.
From 1980t0 1989, Africa’s debt burden nearly wipled-—from $55 billion to $1 G0 billion. Indeed,
nearly every economic indicator compiled by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
suggested an emerging economic Crisisof epic proportions.

The crisis of the African state was also demonstrated by the growing inability of the state to
provideawide variety of social amenities, expected by civil society and normally taken for granted
in the industrialised democracies, like etfective transportation and telecommunications networks,
accesstoelectricity and clean water, education and training in a public school system. Decline in
public services wasolten due to cuts in government social spending, in favour ol increases in
government military spending for tlie police and other coercive apparatus. A5 il'it was not all,
AIDS further compounded the Situation.

2.2 COLONISING AFRICA

2.2.1 Slave Trade

European colonisation of African continent was followed by early European contact through
missionaries, tradersand explorers. The Scramblefor Africa resulted inthe creation of formal
European empires and splieresof interest throughout Africa. In October 1884, the European colonial
powers met in aconference in Berlin, which formally ended in 1885. Tlie Berlin Conference was
designed to dampen escalating imperial conflicts in Africa by officially demarcating the boundaries
of European penetration into Aftica overa period of roughly 450 years. Portuguese weretlieinitial
explorersin Africa and tlieoverridingeconomic objectivesof Portuguese explorerswereto have
an edge over the Arab traders. The other goals of'the initial European explorersin Africa included
thespread of Christianity and the enhancement of the political and military strength. Towards the
end of 15th Century oneofthe most devastating aspectsofthe predominantly Euro-centric world
wasthe perception of slavery asalegitimate and necessary tool of political-military and economic
expansion. Tlietrans-Atlantic slave tradewas" the greatest tragedy in human history™ because of
itsextent and itsduration. This tragedy wrenched tens of millions of Africans from their villages to
be transported to the Americasand tlie Caribbean. However, racism against blacks existed well
beforethe slave trade. When, for example, the Portuguese began navigatingthe African coasts,
the Pope authorised them to take Africans as slaves, In this way, slavery and racism became
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intertwined in the West. Slavetrafficking al so would not have lasted aslong as it did without an
ideology of moral justification and legal structures. The ideology of intellectual superiority, the
cultural denigrationof black people and of Aftica rationalisedthesaleof human beingasmerchandise.
Theslave trade—and apartheid — hasnow disappeared. But theracism that underpinned it isstill
wreaking havoc. The trans-Atlantic slavetrade, which iswidely known as European slave trade,
co-existed with Islamic slavetrade. In both the trade, Africans were the casualties though the
duration of the European davetrade and Islamic slavetrade varied significantly. The Islamic dave
trade last at ieast 750 years|onger than its European counterparts and was responsible for the
forced displacement of nearly 14 million Africans. Onthe other hand, the European slave trade,
which lasted roughly for 450 years managed to transport much larger number of slaves. The
European slavetradesurpassed the |dlamic onein terms of geographical scope and sheer numbers
duringthe 17th Century, and it increasingly dominated Istamic slave trade asthe European powers
expanded their political, militacy and economic control over Arab and African countriesalike during
the 19th Century. The overall impact of the slave trade put Africa in a weak position, opened up
new vistasfor European penetration in the hinterland and forced them to submit to the colonial
system.

With the enlightenment of the 18th Century came attempts to discontinue slave trade. It was
inspired by knowledge from the 16th Century on unprecedented crimes against (Red) Indiansand
black an3 the idea of defending the rights of these people and o humanity as a whole. The
enlightenment wasalso arevolt against European domination of the world. A notable turning point
in rising European global influencewas Great Britain's decision in 1807 to make the slavetrade
illegal for British citizens. By the end of the 19th Century, the majority of the world's nations
considered slavetrade asillegal. However, with the end of slave trade began enslavement of a
different kind, which was more devastating. Slave trade uprooted millions of Africans but the
“Scramble for Africa" ushered Africa’s decimation, subjugation of traditional kingdoms, ruin of
local production system and enslaved theentire psycheof African continent. Europe simply chose
another colonial system. Instead of displacing people, they simply set up their production system in
Africa

Great Britain's active oppositionto thesavetradewasnot primarily driven by an enlightened vision
of humankind that believed the West's domination of non-white peoplesoutside of Europe, to be
repugnant. Theeconomic imperatives associated with the riseand spread of the industrial revolution
had made it more profitablefor Great Britain and the other European powersto engage in legitimate
trade with the African continent, as opposed to the iilegitimate trade in human beings. The
transformation that took place from the end of 18th Century to theend of'the 19th Century entailed
the gradual replacement of the slavetrade with the purchase of primary products grown on A frican
plantations. Indigenousto the region, the palm treeand the peanut served ascritical sources of oil
that [ubricated the machines of Europe's industrial revolution and served asthe base of a variety of
European manufactured products, such assoup, candles, and butter. Cotton was-another important
primary product whose production expanded in leaps and bounds to satisfy the textile mills of
Europe. European manufacturers al so perceived the African continent asthe market for sal es of
manufactured goods. Simply put, the European indudtrid ist thought: *Why destroy African markets
by exporting stave to plantations in the Western Hemisphere when we can better profit horn trade
with Africanswho work their plantationsin closer proximity to Europe?”

The shift to |egitimate commerce through the 19th Century wasaccompanied by the arrival of
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steadily rising numbers of official and non-official Europeansin Africa. The official Europeans
weregovernment civil servantswho transformed early slave portsinto administrativeenclaves. In
many casesthese enclaves, more importantly the Cape of Good Hope, changed hands as European
powersroseand declined in influence. The enclaves primarily served asstrategic-diplomatic outposts.
The activities of local European officials ranged from the management of trade relations and
coordination of naval visits to dealing with the unexpected problems confronted by their citizens. In
most cases, theenclave wasthe centrepiece of an emerging informal empire: political-military and
economic domination without the formal occupation and control usually associated with the
establishment of centralised government over agiven territory.

Themost important pressures for further European expansion were found amongthenon-official
Europeans. In the economicrealm, private tradersand entrepreneurs interested in gaining greater
profitsrelentlessly pressurised their home governmentsto extend the political-military reach of the
enclaves into the interior. The European traderswere especialy interested in cuttingout the Africa
traderswho controlled European accessto the sourcesof lucrative trade beyond the coastal regions.
Demands for political-military expansion were al so supported by the numerous missionary societies,
such asthe London Missionary Society, that established them on the African continent. Renowned
for establishing missionary outpostsinitialy they were beyond the political-military reach of their
respective governments. Missionaries demanding government protection during periodsof civil
unrest not surprisingly received asympathetic hearing both at homeand in the imperial enclaves.

2.2.2 Colonisation

The physical occupation of the African continent by the colonia powerswasoften metwith political
and even armed resistance from African kingdoms and ethnic groups. In the case of the Asante
Empire, thetroopsfirst clashed with the British colonial army in 1823. Infact, they fought aseries
of battles (1826,1874, and 1896)that delayed the final subjugation of the Asanteto British colonial
ruleuntil 1900. Three factors nonetheless ensured that armed resistance by the Asante and other
ethnicgroupsopposed to European colonial ism would ultimately beunsuccessful. First, the European
colonial powers, regardless of their conflictson the European continent, wereunited in their conquest
ofthe African continent. Second, the European armiesenjoyed technological superiority. Thegating
gun, the precursor to present-day machine guns, was used to devastating effect against numerically
superior African armies. Finally, the Europeanswereableto exploit regional rivalries as part of a
conscious policy of divide-and-conquer. In short, European subjugation of aparticular African
kingdom was often advanced by seeking theshort-term aid of that kingdom’s traditional African
competitor.

Except for the unique casesof Ethiopia and Liberia (acountry settled by repatriated African slaves
from Americas) thescramble for Africa resulted in theimposition of foreign colonial rule. By the
beginning of the First World War, the African continent found itself divided into seven colonial

empires varying in size, shape, arid geographical distribution. France and Britain maintained the
most extensivecolonial empires. TheBritish empire in particular wasconstructed along a north-
south axisas part of an unrealised British dream to construct a Cape-Cairo railroad network linking
South Africa with Egypt, and also included significant holdings in West Africa, most notably Nigeria
and Ghana. Belgium and Portugal led the second-tier empires that were relatively smaller than that
ofthe French and the British. Belgium and Portugal were restricted to two neighbouring regions—
Central Africafor Belgium and Southern Afsica for Portugal. Portugal al so ruled Guinea-Bissau in
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West Africaand the island territories of Cape Verdeand Sao Tome and Principe. Germany was
stripped of itsgeographically widespread col oniesfollowing her defeat inthe First World Wac Inan
experiment at thelaunching of the League of Nations, theforerunner to the United Nations, each
German colony wastemporarily transferred to another colonial power asamandate territory pending
transition to self-rule.In the case of 1taly, itsdefeat in the Second World War ensured the |oss of
colonial holdingsin Libyaand Eritrea. The previously fascist Italian government was nonethel ess
“rewarded” for itsfinal role in contributingto an Allied'victory in the Second World War with
permissionto oversee an UN-mandated trusteeshipof (Italian) Somaliland during the 1950s. Spain
maintained the smallest of the European empires, including control over the Moroccan coastal

territories of Ceuta and Melilla (Spanish Sahara).

2.2.3 Patterns of Colonisation

Britishcolonialismtook on two specificforms. Inthoseterritoriessuch asSouth Africa and Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe),in whichasignificant white population had permanently settled and wasadministering
the domestic affairs of the colonies, British policy-makers envisaged granting some form of
independent status to the statewithintheBritish Commonwealth of Nations, following the models
of Australiaand New Zealand. Throughout the remainder of Africa, British colonialism was based
on the concept of indirect rul€. Thisconcept was popularised by Lord Lugard, perhapsthe most
renowned of British colonial administrators, who ultimately conceived of British colonialism as
leading to independence under black majority ruled governments. Building upon the assumption
that it was neither possible nor desirableto transform Africansinto English citizens, British colonial
administrators sought torule indirectly through existingtraditional leaders. Asaresult, Britishcolonial
administratorsnot only kept in place, but also in many cases strengthened amyriad of traditional

forms of leadershipwithin their colonies.

French colonialism was based on ahighly centralised form of direct rule in which each colony was
divided accordingtoadiministrative sub-divisons. Frenchofficials directly administered at the highest
levels, and Africans considered loyd to Francewere appointed to administer at the lower levels.
The French mode] of ¢olonialism wasthe most far-reaching in that it was based on a policy of
assimilation, Accordingto thisconcept, al African subjectscould theoretically achieve the status
offull-fledged French citizens if they fully embraced French culture, and in so doing fulfilled a
variety of requirements,including achieving fluency in the French language, convertingto Christianity,
obtaining at leastahigh school education, and becoming a properly owner. Several Africans, such
as Leopold Sedar Senghor, tliefirst president of Senegal after independence, fully embraced this
policy to achievethe status of evolue (literally,an evolved or civilised person) and lead prestigious
political careers both priortoand after independenceof'their countries from French coloninl rule.
Inreality, the policy of assimilation wasat best limited to a very small portion of the African elite
who often found themselves caught between two worlds, one African and one French, in which
their French compatriots would never truly accept them asequal citizens.

TheBelgian and Portuguese colonial models were similar tothe French in their desiretocreate a
class of evolues (assimilados in Portuguese) that had adopted the major cultural traditions of
Belgium and Portugal respectively. Unlike their French counterparts, neither the Belgian evolues
nor the Portuguese assimilados were ever likely to wield political power, whether in the form of
political inclusicn (as in an expanded French Republic) or ultimate independence (asenvisioned
under the British model). TheBelgiansdeemed their approach™ Scientificcolonialism™ in an effort
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to put the best public face on what in reality was an extremely despotic form of governance
designed to promote Belgianeconomic interest. The Portuguese were lessconcerned with such
rationales, particularly after the 1928 emergenceof amilitary dictatorship headed by Antoniade
OliveiraSalazar. Similartotlie British encouragement to white settlers, the Salazar dictatorship
supportedthe migration of Po tuguesesettler communities capabl ecf administeringthe colonieson
apermanent basis.

2.3 COLONIAL LEGACIES (POLITICAL)

2.3.1 Introduction of Nation-State System to Africa
r

Intermsof world history the period of direct colonia rule wasrelatively short in duration (1884-
1961); however, for thevast majority of African nationsit had afar-reachingimpact on thedomestic
and international politics. The most far-reaching political impact of col onialismwasthe imposition
of the European nation-statesystem onto theextremely rich and varied African political systems
that existed duringthe pre-davetradeand pre-colonial independenceera. Theoriginsof'the nation-
statesystem lieinthe 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years War (1618-48) in

Europe. The Treaty marked the beginning of the nation-statesystem. When this system wasgrafted
onto Africa, sovereignty remainedin the handsof the occupying colonial powers. Theapplication
of this system to Africa therefore entailed the sub-division of theentire continent into separate
colonieswith clearly defined boundariesand centralised politica authorities. Withany rareexceptions,

theboundaries of thesecolonial politica units becamethe basisfor the contemporary political map
of Africa. The imposition of the European ngiton -state system created aseriesof artificial states
that, unlike their counterparts in Burope, did \ t evolvegradually according to the wishes of local

African peoples. European authoriti eSconstructed themwith little concernfor local socio-economic
or political-military conditions.] Indeed, afavourite accountof A fricanists istheimage oftwo European
leadersresolvingacolonia territorial dispute by standing over amap and drawingn new linewitl1
aruler. Asaresult, theartificially created colonial territories borelittle resemblance to the classic

definitionof anation-state--onepeopleor ethnic group (the nation) ruled by a legitimate centralised
authority (the state).

2.3.2 Creation of Divided Loyalties

The primary long-ten11problem associated with the divisionof one people among many statesisthe
potential emergence of irredentism: the polmcal desire of nationalists to reunite their separated
peoplesin one unified nation-state: In the case of Somaha for example, irredentism emerged asthe
cornerstoneof aSomali nationalist movement during the 1950s, which called for a redrawing of
inherited colonial boundaries irrthe Florn of Africa. Symbol ised by the five-pointed stateemblazoned
onthe national flag of the Repuiblic of Somalia, this irredentist questenvisioned there:unification of
dl five Somali territories within one pan-Somali sate: The Republic of Somaliaalready included
two of theterr itories (British Somaliland and Italian Somaliland), arid therefore sought the “réturn”

of Ethiopia's Ogader region, the Somali poi-tion of Djibouti, and the Northern Frontier District of
Kenya. Somali leaders ofthe irredentist movement opted to seek reunification by force of arms.

‘As aresult, Somali |leadersfunded guerrillainsurgencies in Djibouti, Ethiopia, and Kenyaduringthe
.1960s, which led to thefurther deterioration-of relations between the Republic of Somaliaand its
neighbours. The Republic of Somalia and Ethiopia alsofought awar (1977-78) over the Ogaden
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region, which became internationalised dueto the super-power involvement. Regardless ot whether
oneissympathetic to past Somali demands to redraw the inherited colonial boundariesofthe Horn
of Africa, or ultimately acceptstheextreme methods of military forceemployed there, thereisno
doubt that the rootsof'these conflictsareat |east partially the result of illogically drawn European
colonial boundaries.

24 COLONIAL LEGACIES (SOCIAL)

24.1 Collapse of Traditional Authority

Thesocia impact of colonialism wasthe dismantling of the traditional checks-and-balancesthat

regulated political system during the pre-colonial-independence era. Whereastraditional |eaders
answered tothepolitical norms and customsof'their individual societies and/or ethnic groupsduring
the pre-colonial-independenceera, the creation of the colonial state meant that the ultimate source
of power became the European administrator. In most cases, the European administrator would
appoint only those Africansastraditional rulerswho pledged unswerving allegianceto the colonial

power. Even under the Britishmodel of indirectrule, highly popular tradiiional rulers who were kept
in power by British colonial administratorsoften saw their traditional power basedeteriorate. Tensions
frequently surfaced when the demandsof British colonialism ran counter to the interests of the
local population, and the local rulers had to choose between siding with his people and risking
removal from office and sidingwith thecol onial authoritiesand maintai ningfavour with the Europeans
at thecost of his people. In many cases, even authoritarian African |eaderscould count on remaining
in power aslong asthey served the interestsofthe European colonial power. This model remained
operativeeven after political independence of African countries.

2.4.2 Creation of Centralised Authoritarian System

With the repudiation oftri bd authority, an authoritarian legacy that permeated al| aspectsof socio-
political lifewasfostered. Inanormally functioning democracy, tlierelationship between the nation
and the state is based on legitimacy. Theprimary objectivesofthe colonia nation-state, however,
wereto achieveand maintain European domination. A coercive apparatusofpolitical and military
forceswastherefore created in every colony with theintention of ensuring local compliance with
colonial rulesand regulations. Successwasachieved through aconscious policy ofdivide-and-rule.
Drawing upon the multiethnic and sometimes multiracial natureof their empires, the European
powers would station troopsfrom other ethnic or racial groups within agiven colony. Colonial
administrators sought to avoid the stationing of troops within their colony of origin, and certainly
avoided the stationing of these troopsamong their ethnic group of birth. The British were renowned
for deployingtroops from South Asiaand stationingthem in their African colonies. The cornerstone
of thispracticewasthe expectationthat troopswith littleor no ethnic attachment to the subjugated
population wou ld havefew reservationsabout taking military action against that population. The
samedivide-and-rule logic was employed when creating local policeforces. Thecoercive nature
of colonial policeand military forces contributed to the creation of an authoritarian environment
that carried over into the contemporary independenceera. Thefirst generation of African elites,
who weretrained within this colonial system and who led their countriesto independence beginning
in the late 1950s, tended to createsingle-part political systems that banned political dissent. This
authoritarian trend wasmatched by an explosion of military coupdetar in the 1960s that replaced
civilian regimeswith avariety of military forms of governance.
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2.4.3 Marginalisation of Women

Theeffect of colonialism wasmore detrimental to women than tomen. In general, the roleand
statusof women deteriorated in thecol onial period and continuedto declinefollowing independence.
In pre-colonial Africawomen often had effective control of econo~nicesources. Astheir ethnic
groupswere incorporated into acash economy, they were disadvantaged in money or land and they
losttheir traditional rights. Oneofthe two things happened —they were either excluded from areas
of production in whichthey had previoudy been involved and relegated to the™ domestic™ sphere,
or the productive ectivitiesin whichthey continued to engagewerealtered and devalued in a new
context.

2.5 COLONIAL LEGACIES (ECONOMIC)

25.1 Liquidation of the Regional Economies

Theperiod of direct colonial rulealso permanently altered thedomestic and international economic
relationsof the African continent. In theaftermath of the imposition of direct colonial rule, color.ial
administrators oversaw the destruction of regional economic tiesthrough the transformation of
individual colonies into closed economic systems. Colonia administrators sought to ensure that all
economic interaction within agiven empire toolcplace exclusively between the European colonial
power and itsindividua colonies. Inthe caseof German colony of Togoland, for example, German
colonial administrators stroveto eliminatecross-border trade with the neighbouring British colony
of the Gold Coast (Ghana) and the neighbouring Frenchcolonies of Dahomey (Benin) and Upper
Volta (Burkina Faso), and ingtead fosteredstrongexclusive economic tieswith Germany. An important
element of the closed economic model wasthe government's granting of trade monopolies to
chartered companies that often-assumed complete respons bility for overseei ngthe socio-economic
and pol itical-military transformation of the colony, at least until a™ proper™ state structure could be
developed by colonial administrators. The most important impact of these closed trading systems
wasthat all regional trade, except that which took placewithin respective empires, wasvirtually
destroyed —as illustrated by the decline of the trans-Saharan trade network. Regional trade that
oncecrisscrossed the Sahara 'desert was gradually replaced, during the last quarter of the 19th
Century by externally oriented economies' shipping of productsfrom the interior to the coastal
regions, for eventual transhipment to Europe and other outposts of the global European empires.
Asaresult, the once vibrant outpostsof the Sahara desert, stich asthe famous city of Timbuktu,
which were built upon regional trade and economic development, entered aperiod of severe socio-
economic decline.

2.5.2 Fostering Export-Oriented, Mono-Crop/Mono-Mineral Economies

Thesecond economic impact of European exploitation of A fiica wasthe transformation of individual
coloniesinto export-oriented economies that, in the extreme, produced one primary product desired
by the European colonial power. Theseso-called mono-crop or mono-mineral economies were
designed lo serve asconvenient and cheap sourcesof raw materialsfor European industry. Once
developed, the colonies werealso.expected to serve as marketsfor the sale of manufactured goods
produced in Europe and other regionsof'the widely scattered European empires. The promotion of
these non no-crop or mono-mineral colonia economiesduringthecolonial erawas not without high
cogtsfor the loca African populations, and Sgnificantly hinderedthe long-term economic devel opment
of the African continent. Twotrends in particular demonstrate that the peanut economy nurtured
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under French colonialism constituted at best a mixed blessing for Senegal's socio-economic
development. First, an economy geared toward the production of aprimary product isvulnerable to
theunreliability of international priees paid for that product. The economic history of the second
half of the 20th Century clearly demonstrates that the prices for primary product fluctuate
dramatically, and in general havegradually declined relative to thecosts of manufactured products.
A second important point revolves around the negative relationship between the promotion of
primary productionsand food production.Specifically,thecreation of mono-crop and mono-mineral
colonial economies weredirectlyassociated with adramatic decline inthe production of traditional
foodstuffs. This agricultural shortcoming carried over into thecontemporary independence era as
levels of food production declined relative to the needsof the growing population, contributingto
malnutritionand chronic famine conditionsin various regions of A frica. Onetroubling consequence
of this trend isthat Africawastheonly region of theworld that suffered from a per capitadecline

infood productioncontinuoudly.

2.5.3 Asymmetrical Infrastructural Development

A third economic impact of colonialism wasthe perverse development of infrastructure, such as
railroads and telecommunications, critical to economic development. Ani anaiysis of the railroads
sector offers some telling insights. The colonial railroads were designed to haul primary productsto
the coastfor eventual export to Europeand other geographical regionsofthe European enipires.
The export-oriented nature of these railroads is significant for two reasons. [irst, the design of.
these transportation systemsinevitably hindered regional development. In the case of West Africa,
for example, aseries of railroads designed with little consideration of itsimpact on'regional
development simply links the interior with the coastal regions. Dreams of linlci ngtheselallroads
evenifthe financial resourceswereavailable, are unlikely toberealised in thenear fiiture prirharily
dueto thefact that each railway linewasoften built using adifferent rail gauge.

The export-orientedrailroad system also fostered the growth of other perverseforms of infrastructur al
development. For example, the primary reason why Bamako became thecapital of Mali'was its
strategic location at the end of Dakar-Bamako railway line. Indeed, theimportance of the railroad
asone of the cornerstones of the colonia economy ensured that roads; telephone links, and smaller
towns and cities would eventually be built along the maid railway line. The asymmetrical
infrastructural demands of the colonial economy contributed to the uneven development of the
African colonies, prompting somecolonial observersto speak of the creation of dual economies:

the first revolvingaround aEuropean-induced cash economy and the second revolving.arcund
African subsistencefarming. The inherent inequality between these various sectors gosed significant
challenges to leadersof theindependenceerawhowere intenton promoting broadly-shared economic
development.

2.5.4 Monopolistic Economic Control

The |ast but not the | east economicimpact of colonialism was an authoritarian legacy that permeated
all aspects of economic life. Themost nefarious side of thislegacy wasthe institution of forced
labour toensure that sufficient number of farmers and worlters were.available to meet the needs of
the colonial economy, suchastending plantation crops, working at the mines, and constructing
roads and rail-roads. Britain abolished forced labour in itscoloniesin 1923, but retained another less
intrusive—yet nonethel essauthoritarian—element of the colonial economy: marketing boards. This
colonial economic indtitution,adopted in varyingforms by all colonial powersmaintained monopolistic
control over the buying and selling of primary productsineach colony. Each year the board would
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determinea set priceto be paid to farmers for aspecificamount of a product. Lacking alternatives,
thefarmers had no choicebut to sell their goodsthrough thecolonial marketing boards. The most
apparent injustice of thiseconomic relationship wasthe marketing board practice of purchasing
productsat priceswell below that of the international market. In turn the marketing boardswould
then szl the product at ahandsome profitfor the colonial authority. Although the most coercive
elements of thecolonial economy, such asforced |abour were eventually abolished, the coercive
roleof'the state in the economic arenacarried over intothe post-independenceera. During thefirst
threedecades of thisera, the majority of African policy makersoversaw the strengthening of state
involvelnentin the economy. An important e ement of stateeconomicinvolvel nent wasthecrezation
and rapid expansion of government owned or government controlled corporations (known as
‘parastatals) in al sectorsof the economy,especiallytelecommunications, energy, and transportation.
Corruption and inefficient nature of these corporationscontributed in the 1980sto what is now
commonly referredto asthe " crissofthe Africanstate’; theincreasinginability of the independent
successorsofthe colonial stateto respond to the day-to-day needsof African populations.

2.6 SUMMARY

Thescramblefor Africa brought in several different colonial powersto rule Africa. Though the
colonid rule, in the truest sense of the term, wasfor a brief period, the informal colonisation
processof Africa goesback tothedaysof slavetrade. Asthere weresevera imperial powers, the
colonial legaciesal so varied dependingon theareaof their rule. That iswhy generalisationsregarding
colonial legacies would belittle difficult. I-lowever,one can infer that economies of the African
stateswere largely developed intune with the needs of the respective imperial powers. Primary
products, whether cash crops such ascocoa and coffee or minerals such ascopper and bauxite,
were exported to European marketsin unfinishedand unrefined form. In return, the Africancountries
importedmanufactured goods from the mother country. Colonisation of Africa provided an easy
accesstothe richly endowed raw materialsand natural resourcesfor theindustriesof'the imperial

powerswith cheap labour availableat thelocd level. Furthermore, the continent of Africa provided
avad market for the finished productsof'the imperial industries. Asa result the post-independent
African economics remained volatile to the inflationary pressures of the European domestic
econolnies. Theeconomic linkageswith mother imperial economieswere soentrenched that political
independencedid not herald in economic independenceof Africa. The post-independent African
economies slipped into theweb of “Neo-colonialism”. The level of industrialisation waslow in
colonia Africa. Theleve of research and development was non-existent, Independence generated
heightenedexpectationson the African state. The politica |eadersof'the newly emerging independent
African state inherited dependent economies that were still entangled with the former colonial

powers by internationally established patterns of trade and by membership of European currency
blocs. Rising demands on the African state and the failure of the political leadership todeliver
goodsand servicesto the large segment of the African peoplecreated hindrancesin the processof
nation building. The mil itary coups and attempts to overthrow civilian regime and the presenteconomic
crisisare, if not solely, thecontribution of the colonial legacies.

2.7 EXERCISES

D Describe the process of col onisation of Africa.
2) Whatwerethe political and social effects of colonialism in Africa?

3) Directcolonia ruleatered thedomestic and international economic relationsofthe African
continent. Explain.
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