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5.1 . INTRODUCTION 

Development, like all concepts has dikl'erent meanings, understood and applied in  various disciplities 
of social scie~ice variously. Given its ambivalence, if siliiplified, it denotes 'a rise in the standard of 
living of people'. Before we begirl to address ilie develop~nellt issues in Afiica, a briefoverview of 
the changing perceptions ofdevelop~nent would be helpful. 

5.2 A BRIEF HlSTORY OF DEVELOPMEIVT. 

The study of developme~~t however is a recent phenomenon. The first UnitedNations Developme~lt 
Decade oi'the 1960s was cliaracterised by opti~nism and international cooperatioli. This optiniis~ii 
was rather ~~~irealistically based on tlie assumpti011 that the develop~iie~it problems of tlie 
underdeveloped world woi~ld be solved quickly tlirough the traiisfer offinance, technology and 
experience fi'oni the developed countries. This was tlie time when development became a synonym 
of econonlic growth. It was iu-gued that it liad becn economic growth, wliich Iiad l~elped developed 
countries to gain their advantaged positio!~~. 

However, wit11 rising world poverty and i~icqilality in  tlie 1970s (the sccond UN Development 
Decade) s~lcli optitiiislii faded. Many developing countries had achieved economic growth as. 
~neasured by Gross National Product (GNP) but i Iiis 'developmcnt' was not shared equally amongst 
tlie populations of these nations. In !.lie 1 970s, the intcrnational commitment to sharing and cooperation 
also reduced tlie recession ol'the tarly 1976 and tlie realisatio~~ that underdevelop~~ient, poverty, 
hunger and illiteracy will take a lotigti~ne to vanish, made tlie developed countries do a rethink on 
their 'co-opelation for develop~iie~it' programme. 

During the third UN Deveioptiie~it Decacle oftlie 1980s. internatiotial cooperation re-emerged 
within the sphere of development. A better understanding of develop~nent patterns across tlie 



world emerged on the basis ofthe experience ofthe past two decades. This understanding was 
based on sound analysis ofthe underlyingprocesses, whichgenerated spatial patterns and alternative 
strategies. With the realisation that the develop~nent prospects of all parts of the world were 
interlinlced, distributional issuessuch as improving the income, litetacy, Iiealth levels oftlie populations 
were now accepted as fundamental parts ofany development strategy. "Growth with Equity" or 
"Redistribution with Growth" are concepts, which emerged i l l  the 1970s. They reinforced the 
beliefthat promoting economic growth is the filnda~nental criteria or development. 

Development in tlie 1980s was seen to be a multi-dimensional concept encompassing widespread 
I i~i~provements in the social as well as material well-being of all in a society. It was also recognised 

that there was no single model for achieving development and investments in all sectors was 
eclually important. Above all, development needed to be sustainable. It needed to include not only 
economic and social activities, but also those related to populatipn, the use of natural resources and 
their impact on the environtlient. It was also during the late 1980s that human development took 
centre-stage in the developluelit discourse. Iliterdependency of all development aspects was an 
established fact by tlie early 1990s. 

5.3 THE CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPlVlENT 

In 1984, the United lvations con~missioned an independent group oftwenty-two people from nieiiiber 
slates, drawn from botli the developed and tlie developing world to identify lollg-term environment 
and develop~nenl strategies for the world. In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and 
Development (WCED), also J~tiow~i as the BI-udtland Cornrnissi'on, draflcd a b l ~ ~ e  print for a "coliimon 
endeavour and for new nos~iis oi'behaviourat all levels and in the interest ofall". Global cooperation 
and ~n~ltually suppor.tive actions between countries at different stages of eco~iomic development 
were cerltral themes their report entitled Our Common F~lturc (WCED 1987). 'The Co~utnission 
reported widespl-ead natural resource degradation, but it displayed optiliiism that, given the global 
commit~nent and coordinatioii, a more prosperous, just and secure future was possible for n~ankind. 

The Bsudtland Coni~nission defined sustainable developnient as "developnient, which meets the 
needs of the psesent witl~o~it comproriiising the ability of fiiturc generations to mect tlieir own 
needs". The core issuesar~d necessary conditions for sustainable development as identified by the 
WCED it1 accordance with the definition of sustainable developnient can be sumlna~*ised as: 

Core Issues: 

Population and Development 

Food Security 

E~.lvisonrnent 

Enelgy 

Industry 

. The Urban Challenge 

Pz~rsuit of .szistuit~~~BIe u'evelol;1n7enf I-equires: 

A political systetn that secures effective citizen participation in decision-making. 

An economic system that provides for solutions for the tensions arising from dishasrnonious 
development. 



A production system that respects the obligations to preserve tlie ecological base for development. 

A teclinolo~ical system that fosters sustaiiiable patterns of trade and finance. 

An administrative system tliat has tlie capacity for selfcorrection 

The period fiom the Second World War to the present in Africa has been dotiiinated by tlie struggle 
to cope with economic crises, political disorder, civil wars, stasvation, environmental disaster, epidemic 
diseases and niisery. By whichever yardstick one measures, poverty and hulna~i suffering are 
intolerably extensive in Africa. The region suffers fioni poor infsastructure, limited technology, 
weak institutions and deficient Iiealtli and educational services. The above portrayat of Afiica no 
doubt higliliglits tlie harsh realities ofthe region, but I ike all perceptions it tends to exaggerate, 
distort and sitnplify. Not all parts of the continent are in such a dismal state as is brought out in 

...writings on the region. Notable progress in some areas is seldo~ii Iiigliliglited (e.g. Ghana,Nigeria 
and Uganda). It is, therefore, important to take a balanced and realistic view ofthe prospects of 
Aii-icsin the conling years. S L I C ~  a view niust be based by a rational assessment of tlie past, ofthe 
changing global environment and an agenda for social and econoniic revival mid progsess be set 
out. 

It  cannot be denied that tlie ntmosplierc that pervades ASrica is that of uncertainty and despair. 
Many states have I iterally collapsed and many Inore are on the verge of it in t1.1~ near fi~ture. Yet the 
genocide in Somalia, Rwanda and Liberia not to mention socio-political unrest in Nigeria, Congo, 
and Sudan are only a 1Pw ofthc uiany theatres of war and h~lmati decimation i n  Afiica. This 
scenario calls for an enduring and worltable solution to tlie African crises, which is a crisis of 
developnienl. 

We have already gone through the meaning and a briefhisto~y ol'developlnent and the concept of 
sustainable development. It can bc casily said tliat there art. some coni~iion indices and this incl~~des 
the fact tliat at the national or state lcvcl development t~si~ally denotes "a rise in the standard of 
living ofa people". This rise has to be in various but conipli~iientary L'onns. On the political level it 
would entail popular participation oftlie pcople in choosing their political destinies and public 
accountability orthose in government. l~cononiic developmeut here would mean that people are 
able to satisfy tlieir material needs adequately. On the social fi-ont development would imply, among 
other things, the respect for tlie views ofotl~ersand respect of social norms in general. 

Development so co~iceived slioulcl riot be talcen as a synonyni for eco~iomic growth. While economic 
growth denotes i~icreasc in ccononiic output ~lsual ly mcns~ired inpcr cc~pila iticonie and not on 
how the benefits and liabilities ol7.tIic society are distributed (it can be called q~lanl.itative growth), 
genui~le development entails n q~lalitative increase or decrease in iilequalily among tlie people- 
less ~narginalisation aniong tlieni arid Inole democratic political regimes etc. Development, therefore, 
according to Claude Al<e is "people pursue objectives they have set for themselves, i n  their own 
interest and by means oftlieir own resources". 

5.5 HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 

Many factors, both internal and exterrlal, converge to determine, tlie present crises ol'developnient 
in Afiica. External factors include slave trade \villi its dehunianising eflects. Several million able- 
bodied and y o ~ ~ n g  people were dislocated from the continent, leaving the population severely depleted. 



This effect continues to haunt Africa even today, because those who were taken away were the 
active labour force, which meant a massive loss to agriculture and all other sectors ofthe African 
economy. Secondly for tlie four centuries that the dehumanising "human hunt" lasted, it led to 
rnutilal distrust, violence and social disintegration. Therefore, with the populalion massively depleted, 
laboiir drained out, total breakdown of inter- and intra-national relationships, development literally 
came to a half even at the elementary stage. Colo~lisation followed im~nediately after slave trade 
atid tlie .'plunderingv of Afiica continued in adisguised but eq~~al ly  dislocating fonn. The economy 
of Africa was reorganised to suit the interest ofthe colonial powers. This econo~nic dislocation 
took several forms. It led to the disorientation of agriculture because food crop production was 
deliberately neglected to pro~note productio~l ofcash crops IiIte cocoa, cofke, groundnuts etc. 

5.6 THE GREAT AFRICAN CRISIS 

Starting in thr late 1970s, increasing tii~niber of Africa? countries began to experience stagnation 
and decline. Since the severe draughts in the Sahel and in the Horn of Africa in the early 1970s, 
Africa has been a continent i n  crises. The figures to validate the above statelllent speak for 
themselves. Africa alone accounts for 32 ofthk world's 47 least develo?erf nctioas. 'i'liis is evident 
from the infant and child mol-tality rates (1 000 children are ltilled daily in the continent by sonie 
arable diseases such a dysentery, cliolera). They have been ravaged by problems of famines, Ivnrs, 
corr~~pt  and repressive goverlirnents and by an AIDS pandemic. It is also i~lstructive to note that by 
tlie end of the 20th Century Africa's 5 million rerugees constituted one third oftlie world's total 
figure. These do not include the internally displaced i n  internal strife tom African stages o~Uga~ida,  
Chad, Sudan, Mauritania and Burundi. 

Added to the above problems is the lnountiiig debt bill, whichj~tniped to $72 billion in 1982. It rose 
to well above $300 billion by 2000. It is importarit to note here that this figure amounts to 102 per 
cent ofAfiica's GDP fi-0111 1962-2000. World Banlc sources identified two main reasons for these 
problems. One is tlie excessive state control oftl~e econolny with inadequate adniinistrative capacities 
(ignoring its own part in fiinding and encouraging suc11 activities). The seco~id is tlie explosive 
increase in tlie population over the last four decades, which is held responsible for desertification 
and environmental degradatiog and for inadequate food supplies and rising food imports. In 1974, 
Basil Davidson predicted, "by 1990 ]nost Africans will be eatingforeign food or will be scarcely 
eatingat all". The statelllent has turned out to be prophetic today, as there is hardly any countt*y in 
Africa, which 1x1s not had its sliare offood riots. It needs to be added here that a continent 'so (dis)- 
organised on the question af its food security will have to live by the world's charity as well as buy 
ibreign food with the rnoney that one could spend on developnient. 

There is another dimension to the introductior~ of cash crops. The Afiican economy is dependent 
on tbe West. It is because cash crops cannot be easily processed. For this reason African coitntries 
had to search for marltets for their cash crops in Europe. With that the econotiiy of  Afiica has 
remained tied to the whims of Westeni capitaljsln \vitl~ a11 its inherent contl.adictions and injustice. 
The result is that Africa has not been able to develop beyond tlie stage dictated by tlie West. 

5.7 STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMME AND I 

DEVELOPMENT [ I  
A new dimension to the 'Nestern or Europe-dictated kind of developlncnt was added with tile 
introduction ofthe Structural Adjustllient Programmes (SAP). first developed by the World Banlc 



and I~itemational Monetaly Fuiid (IMF) with the assulnption that it is through greater involvement 
i l l  tlie world econo~iiic systeni tliat countries can develop. Trade liberalisation has become an 
article of faith with IMF and Wol-Id Bank, an approacli wliicfl lias emphasised the power oftlie 
market and ways in wliicll even tlie hu~iiblest farmer is not only a part oftlie local economic system 

. b~lt ofthe network of international trade. Loans are given to develop and encourage "backward" 
and "forward" linlcages in tlie economy. This could work we1 l when econolnies are growing and 
there is an active 'marlcet' but they are not strategies for econon~ic growth in tlie poorest countries 
when prices for primary sector products are low or in regions of severedroilght when there is little 
cash crop surplus. 

Olie ofthe col~clitionalities of SAP is that the structi~rally adjusting country would have to devalue 
its currency. Tliroilgli a chaiti ofexpost promoted and import-"si~bstituted" methods ofproditction 
an increase in tlie GDP (Gross Don~estic Product) was sought to beacl~ieved. This would devalue 
the count~y's prod~icts and n~alce it cheaper thereby increasing demands for the111 in foreign countries. 
Tlie point, wliich needs to be empliasisetl here is that, tlie logic of SAPfaiIs in the face ofeconomic 
realities ofAfrica. After more than a decade oftrade libel-alisation policies because most African 
states liave fledgling itidustriesor no industry, wliich require capital abroad, currency devaluation 
pushed up tl.le pricesoftlie imported capital and serviccs,consequently p~~shing LIP cost ofproduction 
which, in tuni, lias beell borne by the C O I ~ S L I ~ I ~ I ' S  who have to buy at exorbitant'prices. The end 
result ofdevaluation is inflation, which furtlicr red~~ces the purcl~asing power of tlie people. 

Si~nilarly, the agricultural sector ill ~iiost Afiicari countries isstill rudimental-y. About 86 percent of 
agricultural activities are carried out partially by traditional itnplements and are actually at the 
mercy oftlie usually inclement weather. That means tliat in spite of any increased demand, the 
farmer stands to gain nothing. Another important factor is the long gestation periodsof~nost oftlie 
cash crops (cocoa and palm). This makes ~.esponding to increased demand almost impossible. 

Adebayo Adedej i, a reno\ytied African econoniist lias rightly observed: 

Far fi-om bringing aboi~t econoliiic refor~ii, tllesc Stn~ctural Adjustment l'rogrammes have 
severely eroded the developnicntai drive that has always been tlie best hope for stabilizing 
the precarious political structures that succeeded coloni a 1' ~sm.  

To sun1 LIP, one can say tlie Stri~ct~~ral Adjustment Programrncs have bee11 associated with declining 
living standards oftlie pcople, Ibr both r~~ra l  atid ~~rban  popi~lations, blatant inequalities in incornes ' 

A and i~?tense competition for Iiniited resources despite ~ilodest improvements in industrial capacity. 
Altliougli 1 iberalisation lias but soliie barriers on corr~~pt practices, it lias been accompanied by new 
methods of appropriating pi~blic resources For private use. 

5.8 GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Most governments in ASrica have failed ~iotoriously to provide basic security to their people fiom 
wars-civil and international, political instability and breakdowns of the rule of law. While 
independence was expected to bring a b o ~ ~ t  a qi~alitative change in peoples' lives, the leaders ofthe 
struggle for independence had different agendas. ?'key quickly replaced Europeans in the power 
structure. Therefore, imniediately afier tlie end of tlie coloriial rule the people became captive to 
their ow11 leaders, who then marginalised and manipulated the111 fortheir own selfish ends. (Mobutu 
offornierZaire, Nnamdi Azi Kiwe ofNigeria, Banda ofMalawir, Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, the list 
goes on). All this transformed Africa for the worse. African politics transferred hito and has since 



renzained "tlie stri~ggle to control and exploit tlie officers oftlie State". Tlie military was not left 
behincl in  this dismal race and many national governments moved to tlie barracks and decades of 
bloody nzilitary colps ensued. The pressure exerted by the Western powers encouraged do~nestic 
opposition, which was always very strong to organise active resistance to the military, one-party, 
one-groirp or one-perso11 regimes. Coupled with this, donor countries and international financial 
.organisations began to dispense develop~nent assistance to the recipient country's record on Iii~man . 
rights and progress towards deiiiocratic forms of governance. Despite significant progiess made in 
Af i i ca~~  countries with political deiiiocratisation, there is great ~mcet'tainty about the nature and 
durability of new regimes, because ~iiultipa~ty politics is Icnown lo encourage ethnic tensions and 
conflicts. It Iias also been extensively argued that a sizeable riiiddle class, an independent media 
and intelligentsia and a basic industrial and co~iimercial establishment help sustain deniocracy. 
~frica 'fai ls  on these paranieters. 

Tlie world political context changed in the 1970s and the 1980s. There was an ~rpsurge in deniocracy 
worldwide. The process started with tlie transition f i6m military to democratic regimes in Latin 
America followed by Asia (military orolie-pasty regimes in South Icorea, Taiwan, Cliina Bangladesli, 
Paltistan, Canzbodia etc.) Momentous changes tool< place in  East and Central Europe and the 
Soviet Union wit11 the collapse oi'comnii~~iist regin,es and their replacement by governments elected 
in rnir Itiparty competition. 'rllis global trend exerted pressure on Afiica as well. Tlie political situation 
in Africa also came under ~iii~ltiple sources of pressure. It suffices to note that tlie survival oft;lie 
civil or military powers had taken precedence over every otlier issue of governance, including tlie 
qi~estion ofdevelopnient. There was hardly any development strategy in place. Afiican governnients 
were perceived by tlie people i s  "liostile forces to be evade'd, cheated or thwarted as opport~~nity 
permits". This has led to unp~~ecedentecl corruption and social cleavage. 111 tlie early 1980s only 
Botswana, Senegal, ~auritiitsand Zimbabwe plactised democracy. In tlie last two decades n large 
number of ~iations ]lave co~iverled to multiparty politics such as Ethiopia, Mozambique, Angola 
(Marxist-Leninist states), Ghana, Malawj, I(enya, T a t ~ z a ~ ~ i a  (dictatorships and civilian one-party 
regimes). One of the gseatest ;vents in Afsican history was tlie end of iyzc~~lheirl in South Africa. 

On tlie other hand there have been setbaclts and reversals such as Siewa Lone, Nigeria and 
Congo. Sustained economic crisis was one oftlie ~iiain reasons for this democratic upsurge in 
Africa as in other parts orthe developing'world. Tlie failure of tlie political systems prevalent in 
Africa to resolve problenis ofethnic nncl religio~~s conflicts, harsh repression and gross violation of 
bL,mai rights il; addition to social and political pressure froni Western countries and the elid oftlie 
Cold War and sc~stained economic crises were tlie many reasons for establishment oI-'dernocrntic 
govern~~ients in Africa. There is no doubt that African countries are entering their democratic 
phase in most hostile econo~iiic circii~iis~ances. 

5.9 GLOBALISATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Although tlie term globalisation is widely used yet [liere appears to be no agreement in terms of 
what this phenomenon represents. For tlie present discourse of Afiica this process can be said to 
have two din~elasions---one is that ofas a powerful vehicle that raises economic growth, spreads 
techliology and contributes to better living sranclards in both the developed ancl developing world. 
The otlier dimel~sion is that it 'assaults' tlie sovereign authority ofthe nation states, local culture 
and tradition and even threatens econon?ic and social stability. It is also significant to rcalise that the 
institutions that have emerged as a consequence of'globalisation extend beyond the power and 
authority of nation stales. Non-govern~nental orga~iisations (NGO's) environniental rnovernenls, 



trans (millti) national organisations, ethnicgroups and multi-regional organisations are important 
constituents o f a  globalised world. It is beca~lse of tlie two dilnensio~ial aspect of globalisation that 
both windows ofoppo~t~~~- t i ty  and threats ofstagnation and disorder have equal chance of taking 
over. l 'ke  outcome again rests on the interaction between domestic forces and external 
circumstances. 

Although there Iias been gradual libernlisatioli of trade as democracy is slowly taking roois and 
some semblance of order is evident in tlie political and econoniic spheses of  life in Afiica, the goaI 
ofa co~iipletely integrated world economy is far fi.0111 being realised. Encouraging signs in liberal isation 
oftrade, greater mobility ofcapital, technology and skills not withstanding, the cl~lality of national 
environnient plays an important role in inflows ofcapital, technology and skills and in these aspects 
111ost countries i l l  Africaare at a great disadvantage. Poor infrastructure and scarcity of managesial. 
technological ancl entrepreneurial sltills are major obstacles to their emesgence as significant centres 
ofproduction. Globalisation can accentuate the crises in countries suffering f'rom political instabili~y 
and economic n~ismanage~nent tlirough facilitating flight ofcapital and skills. Howevel; countries 
like Nigeria, Caliieroon, Kenya, Zi~iibabwe and South Afi-ica can derive rna.jol. gains l'rom economic 
l i  beralisation and integration. 

Integration in aglobal econorny cannot be based on primary product trade. Several other alternntives 
to primary ~~roducts are the range oi'niineral weal tli ofAl7ica. Non-traditional agriculti~ral prod~~cts 
SLICII as fruits;vegetables and flowers can provide some countries ~ l i t l i  c? dynamic source of 
e~nployment and foreign excl-tange earnings. Processirig ol'agricult~~ral and niineral products and a 
~~ia~i~~factur ingsector  based on tliem has a bright ~~rospect  for develop~iient. 

There are soli-te Iiopeli~l signs 01.' political regeneration and economic arid social secovery. 
Governnients i n  Afiica have beconie 1ii01.e r c ~ ~ ~ o n ~ i v e  10 peoplcs voices arid a respect IordifSe~.ence 
ofopinion has re-emerged in co~~ntrics which till very recently were ~~nderautlioritarian reginies. 
There is a growing prol'essio~ial and ~iiiddle class ofpeople, which had nearly become extinct in the 
1970salid 1980s. This need to be accompa~iied by sustained improvemen1 in living standards ofthe 
people. Soliie Al-rican countries recordcd imprcssive progress in tlie 1960s and 1970s i n  education, 
i~~-tprovemetit in health services, reducing infant liiortalit)~ and ~iialtiutrition arid increasing life 
expectancy. But tliese indicators ofdevelopment registered a downward spiral in tlie 1980s. 

Sub-Saliaran Afi-ica has highcradult literacy, Iowercliild malnutrition and lesser gender disparities 
on most social indicators than South Asia. The occurrence of high fertility rates for most African 
countries in tlie last 25 years is a ~lnique condition not found in otlier devc lop i~~g  regions. The 
expected liigl1 popc~lation growth rates in tlie conii~ig decades and tlieir*i~n~l ications for economic 
growlli, Iiu~iian development and environmental preservation are ali-tong tlie niost dificult challenges 
facing Africa. 

5.1 0 ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Africa is a large and diverse continent, wliicl~ possesses an extremely varied topogsaphy, comprising 
~i ios t  majol~qcological systems. Tliese include the world's largest desert and semi-arid regions, 
Jongesl rail1 I'orests, cool high lands, l i~~niid coastal areas, savanlialis and   no st extensive riveiine 
zones and marshes. The soils and rainfall are also Iiighly variable. Extreme events S L I C ~  as flooding 
arid drought liave been recol-ded for thousands oi'years, 'The equatorial belt receives t~igli rainfall, 
whereasNorthem and Soutliern countries and tliose in the I-lorn ofAfiica are arid or seriii-arid. All 
parts ofAfiica, even tliose that ~ ~ s ~ ~ a l l y  liave I~igli rainfall experience climate variability (seasonal 



aid znnual vasiatlons in temperature and rainfall patteri~s within and between regions or countries). 
Most of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa as well as the Eastern Indian Ocean Islands are 
affec~ed by the ENS0 (El Nino Southern Oscillation) phenomenon. Rainfall records from theearly 
1900s and mid-1 980s sliow that Africa's average rainfall has decreased since 1968 and has been 
fluctuating at a markedly low level. TIie last two decades show no sign of sustained recovery fro111 
the poor rains ofthe 70s and 80s, as a result in 1992-93 Southern Africa was confronted by n 
drought of unprecedented severity. Coiuitries most affected by draught include Botswana, Burltina 
Faso, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritaniaand Mozambique. 

Histoly of Environmenfrrl Degradation in Afiica 

The establishment of colo~iial rule in the 19th and early 20th Century led to a seriesofdevelop~~ients 
with disastrous consequelices for environmental equilibrium. 

Large territories of grazing and cropla~ids were acquired either for European settlements as in 
many Eastern and Southern Afi-ican countries, or for plantations as in Ce~itral and West Africa. 
TIiis was accoinpanied by deli~arcation of land as colonial territories of different European powers. 
This disr~~pted the long established systems of sliifti~zg cultivatioti and nolnadic pastoralism. It also 
confined the indigenous population to areas of low agricultural productivity People were Ibrcefiilly 
employed as laboitrers in European fanns, plantations and ~iiines. This established the migratory 
system wit11 disastrous consequences. In many areas disruption of the Afiican society, laid the 
foundation of environmental degradation. 111 addition to this state control over forests, mountains, 
water bodies, grazing and croplands led to growing deprivation and marginalisation o-flocal 
communities. For example, iii'tlie 1930s the French took overall colnlnon land and established a 
forestry code. This process continued after independel~ce .from colonial rir le. Tlioicgh the fortital 
iespol~sibility of management oi'the commons lay with tlie state$ could not exercise effective 
control. This again had worst possible impiicatiotis torl-esource conservation. T'hc traditional resoulre 
management syste~ns were destroyed and no alternative was put in its place. 

The corn~nercialisation of agriculture was an additional source oi'enviroti~~~cntal strcss. Some of 
tlie earlier practices of crop rotation, intercropping, mixed fartning and slii Aing cuItivation were 
either. abandoned or restricted. While tree crops such as tea, coffee, and cocoa liavc beneficial 
cffects on soil conservation, cotton and groundnuts reduced soil fertility and incrcascd soil erosion. 

Develoynscnt Policies and Prograu~rnes 

As in 111ost developing countries official policies both colonial and post- colonial have added to 
environmental degradation. Large-scale develop~nental projects financed by the Worlcl Bank have 
been designed and itnplennented without regard to their environmental and'social impact, l'licse 
include construction ofdams as in Jabel el-Awliya in the White Nile Provirice ol'Suclal~, creatiotiof 
irrigation facilities Bura on the Tana River in Kenya and river basin dcveloprne~~t schemes in 
Ethiopia, large-scale resettlement schemes in Tanzania etc. Such projects 11ave inloisified resource 
degradation, populatiori pressuse on limited land, change in the level atid directioi~ ofwaterflows, ' 

Africa is ~iiost specifically associated with is its wildlife, especially the large mammals. It is estin~ated 
that 65 per cent lias been lost throirgli loss of habitat and poaching. Africa's wildlik resources are 
the basis ofa thriving tourist trade, which provides economic ikeniives both ibr their preservation 
and exerts additional pre'ssure on their habitats. This conflict I~as lcd to the initialion afnew methods 
ofwildlife managenlent based or1 local parlicipation. The wetlands oFLake Victoria, swnnlps ol' 



Congo, and deltas of some ofthe major rivers are home to diverse range of plant and animal life 
including inany endangered species. 

The econolnic and environmental value of biodiversity cannot be understated which has the greatest 
concentration in the vast tropical rainforests ofthe Congo Basin. This region has one of the highest 
level ofurbanisation in Afiica and yet one of its lowest population densities. The main threats to tlie 
rainforest come from exploitation oftimber and developtnent of its mineral potential. 

5.1 1 TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Virtually every aspect of Afsica's development is environment related. The lieavy dependence of 
Afiican countries on their natural resources calls for responsible utilisation and conservation as 
essential to tlie future development of these countries. This is what sustainable developlnent is. 
Though reliable figures are difficult to obtain but ontlie basis ofavailable figures it call be said that 
the econolnic growth ofAfiica is based on unsustainable development practices. The situation is 
especially serious at the rate at which precious renewable resources are being depleted. 

The ulisustainable developlnent strategies ase also Iiannful in the longer run in ecotlonnic terms. 
The highly co~npetitive international lnarltet does not price most ofthe colnlnodities that constitute 
the bullt ofAfrica's trade. One ofthe most ilnportantcliallenges facing the international community 
in the period ahead is to nialce the transition to an economic system in wliicl~ the environmental arid 
social costs ofproducts, particularly renewable resousces incorporated.in theirprices. 

African nations still do not posses the capacity to value adcl to the processingand upgrading their 
products. This requires technological and tnarketing sltil Is, which are scarce in Africa. In developing 
their renewable resources in an u~i,sustainable nianner, they are not o~ily selling their "development 
fi~t~~re',lIiey are selling it at a great: loss. Again internalising the price of both natural and manufactured 
prod~~cts can reverse this. This should in principle become agoverlilnent policy. Unfortunately this 
can be called a faraway dream. 

While s~~bsidies  can be a ~lseful instrument in meeting certain policy objectives on a short-term 
basis, it is now obvious in   no st ofthe developing countries of Asia and Afsicathat they have had a 
perverse effect. A recent Stildy by the Earth Council illdicates that ~iiost developing C O L I I Z ~ ~ ~  

govermnents spend several billion dollars per year in subsidies in four sectors oftheir economies- 
agriculture, transport, energy and water-subsidies which are highly unsustainable and benefit the 
high income n~inority ofthe population. Solnetirnes these subsidies are higher than tlie amount of 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) that Africa receives. Many infrastructure projects 
supposted by ODA serve to ~l~idemiine progress towards sustainability and lead to misuse of scarce 
resources. A recent study estiniates that nearly one-third OF tlie 150 bill ion do1 lars invested in roads 
in Afsica has already been lost because of mismanagement and poor maintenance. This not only 
blocks econolnic development in the regions, which depend on roads, but also imposes an acc~unulating 
burden on future resources:The.san~e study estilnates that to restore only those roads that are 
ecoliomical.ly viable would require an expenditure of 1.5 billion dollars ann~rally for the next 10 
years. 

Sustainable development cannot be acliieved merely by assigning responsibility to governments; it 
also requires a total con~mit~iient of govemn1ents to suslainable development for wliicli the 'Agenda . 
21' of Rio Sumsnit provides a valuable set of guidelines. Governments cannot do it in isolatiori. 
Fortunately, in a globalised world tliey do not have to. People are already ahead oftheir governments. 



In African countries, as in tlie rest of tlie world, there has been a phenomenal growth ofnon- 
governmental organisations and civil Society groups with a commit~iient to various aspects of 
sustai~iable development at both policy and implementation levels. The s~lstainable development 
practice is not foreign to Africa. It is inherent in the traditional cultures and commercial practices 
that have enabled African Societies to survive and thrive through the centuries. 

Surely it is clear that with the currelit trends in development, Africa will not be able to meet tlie 
needs and aspirations ofpeople. Sustainabie development is no more an option it is a necessity, the 
more it is delayed Inore costly and difficult it will become to achieve. 

5.12 SUMMARY 

In this  ini it we try and understand the meaning ofdevelop~nent especially in the co~itext ofAfrica. 
Wliile development is defined as a rise in the standard of living of a people, it is now widely 
accepted that development has to be sustainable. Development can be at various levels be it political, 
economic or social. The present criscs of development in Africa can be traced back to the slave 
trade of 1445, which had a direct impact on the active labour force ofthe continent and was a loss 
for the African economy. Colonisation meant that plundering of Africacontinued. The stagnation, 
decline and severe droughts in early 1970s made ~nsltters worse. Added to tlrat was thc mounting 
debr burden and the introduction of cash crops which made Africa dependent on the West. This led 
to the introduction ofstr~~ctural adjustment policies dictated by the West. This in turn led to devaluing 
ofcurrency, inflation, seduction in purchasing power, ineq~~ality of incomes and declining standards 
of living. The process of globalisatio~l has not helped Africa though some countries like Kenya, 
Zirnbabwe and S o ~ ~ t h  Africa can derive ~iiajor gains fi-0111 econoh~ic liberalisation but poverty and 
I~unger persist. Also, policies both colonial and post-colonial Iiave addedto environmental degradation. 
What is i11ipo1-tant is to lnalte a transition to an economic system in which the environmental and 
social costs of prodiicts are incorporated in theirprices. 

5.1 3 EXERCISES 

1) What do you understand by tlie tern1 'development'? Relate the coricep~ ofdevelopment to 
African experience. 

2) Describe briefly the ~najorproblems ofdevelopment in Africa since 1950s. 

3) What has been tlie impact of globalisation on Africa's econo~nic development? 

4) What are the prospects of sustainable developn~ent in Africa? 




