UNIT5 ISSUES OF DEVELOPMENT

Sructure

5.1 Introduction

52 A Brief Higtory of Development

53 The Concept of Sustainable Development
54  Developmentin Aftica

55 History of Development in Aftica

56 TheGreat African Crisis .

5.7  Structural Adjustment Programme and Development
5.8 Governanceand Development

59 Globalisation and Development

510 Environment and Development

511 TowardsSustainableDevelopment

512 Summary

513 Exercises

5.1 . INTRODUCTION

Development,like all conceptshas different meanings, understood and applied in variousdisciplines
of socia science varioudly. Given itsambivalence, if simplified, it denotes'a risein thestandard of
living of people’. Before webegin to addressthe development issuesin Africa, abriefoverview of
the changing perceptionsof development would behelpful.

52 A BRIEF HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT.

Thestudy of development however isarecent phenomenon. Thefirst United Nations Development
Decadeofthe 1960swascharacterised by optimism and international cooperation. This optimism
* was rather unrealistically based on the assumption that the development problems of the
underdevel oped world would besolved quickly through the transfer of finance, technology and
experiencefrom thedevel oped countries. This wasthe time when devel opment became a Synonym
of economic growth. It wasargued that it had been economic growth, which had helped developed
countriesto gain their advantaged positions.

However, with rising world poverty and inequality in the 1970s (the sccond UN Devel opment
Decade) such optimism faded. Many developing countries had achieved economic growth as:
measured by GrossNational Product (GNP) but 1his ‘development’ was not shared equally amongst
the popul ationsof thesenations. Inthe 1970s, theinternational commitment to sharingand cooperation
alsoreduced tlie recession of the varly 1976 and tliereatisation that underdevelopment, poverty,
hunger and illiteracy will take along time to vanish, made tliedeveloped countriesdo arethink on
their ‘co-operation for development” programme.

During thethird UN Development Decade of the 1980s, international cooperation re-emerged
within the sphere of development. A better understanding of development patterns across the
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world emerged on the basisof'the experienceof the past two decades. This understanding was
based on sound anaysisofthe underlyingprocesses,whichgenerated spatid patternsand dternative
strategies. With the redisation that the development prospects of all parts of the world were
interlinked, distributional issuessuchasimprovingtheincome, literacy, health |evel sof the populations
were now accepted asfundamental parts of any development strategy. "' Growth with Equity™ or
" Redistribution with Growth" are concepts, which emerged in the 1970s. They reinforced the
beliefthat promoting economic growth isthe fundamental criteriaor devel opment.

Development in the 1980swas seento be amulti-dimensional concept encompassing widespread

» improvements in the social aswell asmaterial well-being of al in asociety. It was al so recognised
that there was no single model for achieving development and investments in all sectors was
equally important. Aboveall, development needed to besustainable. It needed to include not only
economic and social activities, but alsothose related to population, the use of natural resourcesand
their impact on the environment. It wasalso during the late 1980s that human development took
centre-stage in thedevelopment discourse. Interdependency of all development aspectswasan
established fact by the early 1990s.

5.3 THE CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In 1984, the United Nations commissioned an independentgroup oftwenty-two peoplefrom member
dates, drawn from both the devel oped and the devel oping world to identify long-term environment
and development strategies for the world. In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and
Development(WCED), dsoknown as the Brudtland Commission, drafted abluc printfor a*“common
endeavour and for new norms of behaviour at all levelsand intheinterest of alI”. Global cooperation
and mutually supportive actions between countries at different stagesof economic development
werecentral themes their report entitled Our Common #u¢ure (WCED 1987). The Commission
reported widespread natural resourcedegradation, but it displayed optimism that, given theglobal
commitment and coordination, amore prosperous,just and securefuturewas possible for mankind.

The Brudtland Commission defined sustainable development as “development, which meetsthe
needsof the present without compromising the ability of future generationsto meet their own
needs”. Thecore issues and necessary conditionsfor sustainable development asidentified by the
WCED in accordancewith the definition of sustainabledevel opnient can be summarised as.
Core |ssues:
Populationand Development
Food Security
Environment
Energy
Industry

. The Urban Challenge

Pursuit of sustainable development requires:
Apolitical systetnthat secures effectivecitizen participation in decision-making.

An economic system that providesfor solutions for the tensions arising from disharmonious
devel opment.
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A production system that respectstheobligationsto preservethe ecological basefor devel opment.
A technological system that fosterssustainable patternsof trade and finance.
An administrative system that hastlie capacity for selfcorrection

54 DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

The period from the Second World War tothe present in Africa has been dominated by the struggle
to copewith economiccrises, politica disorder, cvil wars, starvation, environmental disaster,epidemic
diseases and misery. By whichever yardstick one measures, poverty and human sufferingare
intolerably extensive in Africa. The region suffersfrom poor infrastructure, limited technology,
weak institutionsand deficient health and educational services. Theabove portrayat of Africa no
doubt highlights tlieharsh realitiesof the region, but likeall perceptions it tendsto exaggerate,
distort and simplify. Not all partsof thecontinent are in such adismal state asis brought out in

.writings on theregion. Notable progressin some areasisseldom highlighted (e.g. Ghana, Nigeria
and Uganda). It is, therefore, important to take a balanced and realistic view of the prospects of
Africain thecoming years. Such aview must be based by arational assessment of the past, of the
changing global environment and an agenda for social and economic revival and progress beset
out.

It cannot be denied that tlie atmosphere that pervadesAfrica isthat of uncertainty and despair.
Many stateshave literally collapsed and many more areon the vergeof it in the near future. Yetthe
genocidein Somalia, Rwandaand Liberia not to mention socio-political unrest in Nigeria, Congo,
and Sudan are only a few of the many theatres of war and human decimation in Africa. This
scenario callsfor an enduring and workable solution to the African crises, which isacrisis of
development.

We have aready gonethrough the meaning and abrief history of development and the concept of
sustainable devel opment. It can be easily said that there are some common indices and this includes
the fact that at the national or state level development usually denotes™arise in the standard of
livingof'a people™. This rise has to bein variousbut complimentary forms. Onthe political levd it
would entail popular participation of the people in choosing their political destiniesand public
accountability of those in government. Economic development here would mean that peopleare
abletosatisfy their material needs adequately. Onthesocia front developmentwould imply, among
other things, therespect for tlie viewsof others and respect of social normsin general.

Devel opmentso conceived should not betaken asasynonymfor economic growth. Whileeconomic
growth denotes increase in economic output usually measured in per capita income and not on
how the benefits and liabilitiesof'the society aredistributed (it can be called quantitative growth),
genuine development entailsa qualitative increaseor decrease in inequality among the people—
lessmarginalisation among them aid more democraticpolitical regimesetc. Development, therefore,
according to Claude Ake is" people pursueobjectivesthey have set for themselves, in their own
interestand by means of their own resources”.

2.5 HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

Many factors, both internal and external, convergetodetermine, the present crisesof development
in Africa. External factorsincludedavetrade with itsdehumanising effects. Several million able-
bodied and young people weredid ocated from thecontinent, leavingthe population severely depleted.
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This effect continuesto haunt Africaeven today, because those who were taken away werethe
active labour force, which meantamassive lossto agricultureand dl other sectorsofthe African
economy. Secondly for tliefour centuries that the dehumanising " human hunt™ lasted, it led to
mutual distrugt, violenceand socia disintegration. Therefore, with thepopulation massively depleted,
labour drained out, total breakdown of inter- and intra-national relationships, development literaly
came toahalf even at theelementary stage. Colonisation followed immediately after slavetrade
and the “plundering” of Africa continued inadisguised but equally dislocating form. Theeconomy
of Africawas reorganised to suit the interest of the colonial powers. Thiseconomic dislocation
took several forms. It led to the disorientation of agriculture because food crop production was
deliberately neglected to promote production of cash crops like cocoa, coffee, groundnuts etc.

56 THE GREAT AFRICAN CRISIS

Starting in the late 1970s, increasingnumber of African countries beganto experience stagnation
and decline. Sincethe severe draughtsin the Sahei and in the Horn of Africaintheearly 1970s,
Africa has been a continent in crises. The figures to validate the above statement speak for
themselves. Africa aloneaccountsfor 32 ofthk world's 47 least develoned nations. This isevident
from the infant and child mortality rates(1000 children arekilled daily inthe continent by some
arablediseasessuch adysentery, cholera). They have been ravaged by problemsof famines, wars,
corruptand repressive governments and by an AIDS pandemic. It isal so instructive to notethat by
the end of the 20th Century Africa's 5 million refugees constituted onethird of the world's total
figure. Thesedo not includetheinternally displaced in internal strifetom Africanstagesof Uganda,
Chad, Sudan, Mauritaniaand Burundi.

Added totheabove problemsisthe mounting debt bill, which jumped to $72 billion in 1982. It rose
towell above $300 billion by 2000. It isimportant to note herethat thisfigureamountsto 102 per
cent of Africa’s GDP from 1962-2000. World Bank sourcesidentified two main reasonsfor these
problems. Oneistlieexcessivestatecontrol of the economy with inadequateadministrative capacities
(ignoring itsown part in funding and encouraging such activities). Thesecond istlie explosive
increasein the population over thelast four decades, which isheld responsible for desertification
and environmental degradation and for inadequatefood suppliesand risingfood imports. In 1974,
Basil Davidson predicted, "'by 1990 most Africanswill be eating foreignfood or will be scarcely
eatingatall". The statement hasturned out to be prophetic today, asthereishardly any country in
Africa, which has not had itssliareof food riots. It needsto beadded herethat acontinent 'so(dis)-
organised on thequestion of its food security will haveto live by the world's charity aswell as buy
foreign food with the money that one could spend on development.

Thereisanother dimension to the introduction of cash crops. The African economy is dependent
on the West. It isbecause cash cropscannot beeasily processed. For this reason African countries
had to search for markets for their cash cropsin Europe. With that the economy of Africa has
remained tiedto the whims of Western capitalism with all its inherent contradictions and injustice.
The result isthat Africa hasnot been ableto develop beyond the stage dictated by the West.

5.7 STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMME AND
DEVELOPMENT

A new dimension to the Western or Europe-dictated kind of development was added with the
introduction of'the Structural Adjustment Programmes(SAP). first developed by the World Bank
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and International Monetary Fund (IMF) with theassumption that it isthrough greater involvement
in tlieworld economic system that countries can develop. Trade liberalisation has become an
article of faith with IMF and World Bank, an approach which has emphasised thepower of the
market and waysin which even the humblest farmer isnat only apart of the local economic system

.but of the network of international trade. Loans are given to develop and encourage' backward'
and"'forward" linkages in the economy. This could work well when economies aregrowing and
thereisan active*market’ but they arenot strategiesfor economic growth in the poorest countries
when prices for primary sector productsare low or in regionsof severe drought when thereislittle
cash crop surplus.

One of the conditionalities of SAPisthat the structurally adjustingcountry would have to devalue
itscurrency. Through achain of export promoted and import-“substituted’ methods of production
anincreasein tlie GDP (Gross Domestic Product) was sought to be achieved, Thiswould devalue
thecountry’s products and make it cheaper thereby increasingdemandsfor thern in foreign countries.
The point, which needsto be emphasised here isthat, tlielogicof SAP fails in thefaceofeconomic
redlitiesof Africa, After morethan adecade oftrade liberalisation policies becausemost African
stateshave fledgling industries or no industry, which requirecapital abroad, currency devaluation
pushed up the prices of the imported capital and services, consequently pushing up cost of production
whicli, in turn, has been borne by the consumers who have to buy at exorbitant prices. The end
resultof devaluation isinflation, which further reduces the purchasing power of the people.

Similarly, the agricultural sector in most African countriesis still rudimental-y. About 86 per cent of
agricultural activities arecarried out partially by traditional implements and areactualy at the
mercy of the usualy inclement weather. That meansthat in spite of any increased demand, the
farmer stands to gain nothing. Another important factor isthe long gestation periods of most of the
cash crops(cocoa and palm). Thismakesresponding to increased demand almost impossible.

Adebayo Adedeji, arenowned African economist has rightly observed:

Far from bringing about economic reform, these Structural Adjustment Programmes have
severely erodedthe developmental drivethat has dwaysbeen the best hopefor stabilizing
the precarious political structuresthat succeeded calonialism.

Tosum up, onecan say tlieStructural Adjustment Programmes have been associated with declining
livingstandardsof'the people, for both rural and urban populations, blatant inequalitiesin incomes
and intense competition for limited resources despitemodest improvementsin industrial capacity.
Although liberalisation lias but some barrierson corrupt practices, it has been accompanied by new
methodsof appropriatingpublic resourcesFar privateuse.

5.8 GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT

Most governmentsin Africa have failed notoriously to provide basic security to their people from
wars—civil and international, political instability and breakdowns of the rule of law. While
independencewasexpected to bringabout aqualitative changein peoples’ lives, theleadersof'the
strugglefor independencehad different agendas. They quickly replaced Europeans in the power
structure. Therefore, immediately after tlieend of the colonial rulethe peoplebecame captiveto
their own leaders, who then marginalisedand manipulated them for their own selfishends. (Mobutu
of former Zaire, Nnamdi Azi Kiweof Nigeria, Banda of Malawir, Haile Selassieof Ethiopia,thelist
goeson). All thistransformed Africafor theworse. African politicstransferred into and has since



remained “the struggle to control and exploit the officersofthe State™. The military wasnot left
behind in this dismal raceand many national governments moved to the barracks and decadesof
bloody military coups ensued. The pressure exerted by the Western powersencouraged domestic
opposition, which wasaways very strong toorganise activeresistancetothe military, one-party,
one-group Or one-persolregimes. Coupled with this, donor countriesand international financial
.organisations began to dispensedevelopment assistance tothe recipient country's record on human
rightsand progress towardsdeimocratic formsof governance. Despitesignificant progress madein
African countrieswith political democratisation, there is great uncertainty about the nature and
durability of new regimes, because multiparty politicsisknown |o encourage ethnic tensionsand
conflicts. It has also been extensively argued that asizeable middle class, an independent media
and intelligentsiaand a basicindustrial and commercial establishment help sustain democracy.
Africa fails on these parameters.

The world political context changed in the 1970sand the 1980s. Therewasan upsurge in democracy
worldwide. The processstarted with tlie transition from military to democratic regimesin Latin
Americafollowed by Asa(military or one-party regimesin South Korea, Taiwan, China Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Cambodia etc.) Momentous changes took placein East and Central Europe and the
Soviet Union with the collapseof communist regimes and their replacement by governments el ected
in multiparty competition.This global trend exerted pressureon Afiica aswell. The political Stuation
in Africa also came under multiple sourcesof pressure. It sufficesto notethat the survival of the
civil or military powershad taken precedence over every other issue of governance, including tlie
question of development. Therewas hardly any development strategy in place. African governnients
were perceived by tlie people as “hostile forcesto beevaded, cheated or thwarted asopportunity
permits”. Thishas led tounprecedented corruption and social cleavage. In tlieearly 1980s only
Botswana, Senegal, Mauritius and Zimbabwe practised democracy. In tlielast two decadesa large
number of nations have converted to multiparty politicssuch asEthiopia, Mozambique, Angola
(Marxist-Leninist states), Ghana, Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania (dictatorshipsand civilian one-party
regimes). One of the greatest events in African history wasthe end of apartheid in South Africa

On tlie other hand there have been setbacks and reversals such as Sierra Lone, Nigeria and
Congo. Sustained economic crisis was one of the main reasons for this democratic upsurge in
Africaasin other partsofthe developing world. The failure of tlie political systems prevalent in
Africato resolve problems of ethnic and religious conflicts, harsh repression and grossviolation of
human rights in addition to social and political pressure from Western countriesand the end ofthe
Cold War and sustained economic criseswere the many reasons for establishment of democratic
governments in Africa. There is no doubt that African countriesareentering their democratic
phasein most hostile economic circumstances.

5.9 GLOBALISATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Although the term globalisation iswidely used yet there appearsto be no agreement in termsof
what this phenomenon represents. For tlie present discourse of Aftica this processcan besaid to
havetwo dimensions—one isthat of as a powerful vehiclethat raiseseconomic growth, spreads
technology and contributesto better living standards in both the developed and devel oping world.
Theotlier dimension isthat it 'assaults' the sovereign authority of the nation states, local culture
and tradition and even threatenseconomic and social stahility. It isalsosignificant torealise that the
institutions that have emerged asaconsequence of globalisation extend beyond the power and
authority of nationstales. Non-governmentaf organisations (NGO's) environmental movements,
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trans (multi) national organisations, ethnicgroups and multi-regional organisations are important
constituentsofa globalised world. It isbecause of the two dimensional aspect of globalisation that
both windows of opportunity and threats of stagnation and disorder have equal chanceof taking
over. The outcome again rests on the interaction between domestic forces and external
circumstances.

Although there has been gradual liberalisation of trade asdemocracy isslowly taking roots and
some semblanceof order isevident in the political and economic spheres of lifein Africa, the goal
ofacompletely integrated world economy isfar from beingrealised. Encouragingsignsin liberd isation
of'trade, greater mobility ofcapital, technology and skills not withstanding, the quality of national
environment playsan important rolein inflowsof capital, technology and skills and in these aspects
most countriesin Africaare at agreat disadvantage. Poor infrastructureand scarcity of managerial,
technological and entrepreneurial skills are major obstaclesto their emergence assignificant centres
of production. Globalisation can accentuatethe crisesin countries suffering from political instability
and economic mismanageiment through facilitating flight of capital and skills. However, countries
like Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa can derive major gains from economic
liberalisationand integration.

Integration in a global economy cannot be based on primary product trade. Several other alternatives
to primary products are the rangeof mineral wed th of Africa. Non-traditional agricultural products
such as fruits, vegetables and flowers can provide some countries with a dynamic source of
employment and foreign exchange earnings. Processing of agricultural and mineral productsand a
manufacturing sector based on them hasa bright prospect for development.

There are some hopeful signs of political regeneration and economic arid social recovery.
Governments in Africa havebecome more responsive (o peoples voicesarid a respect for difference
ofopinion has re-emerged in countries which till very recently were under authoritarian regimes.
There isagrowing professional and middle classof people, which had nearly become extinct in the
1970s and 1980s. This need to be accompanied by sustained improvement in living standardsofthe
people. Some Aftican countries recorded impressive progressintlie 1960sand 1970sin education,
improvement in health services, reducing infant mortality and malnutrition and increasing life
expectancy. But these indicators of development registered adownward spiral in the 1980s.

Sub-Saharan Africa has higheradult literacy,lower child malnutrition and |esser gender disparities
on most social indicators than South Asia. The occurrenceof high fertility rates for most African
countriesin the last 25 years is a unique condition not found in other developing regions. The
expected high population growth rates in tliecoming decades and their?mpl icationsfor economic
growth, human devel opment and environmental preservationareamong the most difticult challenges
facing Africa

5.10 ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Africaisalargeand diverse continent, which possessesan extremely varied topography, comprising
most major ecological systems. These include the world's largest desert and semi-arid regions,
longest rain forests, cool high lands, humid coastal areas, savannahs and most extensive riverine
zones and marshes. The soilsand rainfall arealso highly variable. Extremeevents such asflooding
aid drought have been recorded for thousandsof years. The equatorial belt receives high rainfall,
whereas Northern and Southern countriesand those in the I-lom of Africa are arid or semi-arid. All
partsof Africa, eventhose that usually have high rainfall experience climate variability (seasonal
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and annual variations in temperature and rainfal patterns within and between regionsor countries).
Most of Eastern, Central and Southern Africaas well asthe Eastern Indian Ocean Idandsare
affected by the ENSO (El Nino Southern Oscillation) phenomenon. Rainfall recordsfrom the early
1900s and mid-1980sshow that Africas averagerainfal has decreased since 1968 and hasbeen
fluctuatingat amarkedly low levél. The last two decades show no sign of sustained recovery from
the poor rains of the 70s and 80s, asaresult in 1992-93 Southern Africa was confronted by a
drought of unprecedented severity. Countries most affected by draught include Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritania and Mozambique.

History of Environmental Degradation in Africa

Theestablishmentd colonial rulein the 19th and early 20th Century led to aseries of developments
with disastrousconsequences for environmenta equilibrium.

Largeterritoriesof grazing and croplands were acquired either for European settlementsasin
many Eastern and Southern African countries, or for plantationsasin Central and Wes Africa.
This Wasaccompanied by demarcation of land ascolonid territoriesof different European powers.
Thisdisrupted the long established systems of shifting cultivation and nomadic pastoralism.|talso
confinedtheindigenous popul ation to areasof low agricultura productivity. Peoplewere forcetully
employedas labourers in European fanns, plantationsand mines. This established the migratory
system with disastrousconsequences. In many areasdisruption of the African society, laid the
foundation of environmental degradation.In addition tothis state control over forests, mountains,
water bodies, grazing and croplands led to growing deprivation and marginalisation of local
communities.For example, in the 1930sthe French took overall common land and established a
forestry code. This process continuedafter independence from colonial rule. Though the formal
responsibility of management of the commons|lay with the state, it could not exercise effective
control. Thisagain had worst possibleimplications for resource consarvation. The traditiond resource
managementsystems were destroyedand no alternativewasput in its place.

The commercialisation of agriculturewasan additional sourceofenvironmental stress. Some of
the earlier practicesof croprotation, intercropping, mixed farming and shifting cultivation were
ether. abandoned or restricted. While tree cropssuch astea, coffee, and cocoahave beneficial
effects on s0il conservation, cotton and groundnutsreduced soil fertilityand increased soil erosion.

Developnent Poli ci es and Programmes

Asin most developingcountriesofficia policiesboth colonia and post- colonia have added to
environmental degradation. Large-sca edevelopmental projectsfinanced by the World Bank have
been designed and implemented without regard to their environmental ancl’social impact, These
includeconstruction of dams asin Jabel d-Awliyain the White NileProvince of Sudan, creation of
irrigation facilitiesBura on the Tana River in Kenyaand river basin development schemesin
Ethiopia, large-scal eresettlement schemesin Tanzaniaetc. Such projectshave intensified resource
degradation, population pressure on limited land, changein thelevel and direction of water flows,

Africaismost specifically associated with isits wildlife,epecidly the large mammals. It isestimated
that 65 per cent has been lost through loss of habitatand poaching. Africa’s wildlile resourcesare
the basisof athrivingtourist trade, which provideseconomicincentives both for their preservation
and exertsadditiona pressure on their habitats. Thisconflicthas led to the initiation of new methods
ofwildlifemanagement based on locd participation. The wetlandsof Lake Victoria, swamps of
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Congo, and deltas of some of the major riversare home to diverse range of plant and animal life
including many endangered species.

Theeconomic and environmental value of biodiversity cannot be understated which hasthe greatest
concentration inthe vast tropical rainforestsofthe Congo Basin. Thisregion hasone of the highest
level of urbanisation in Africa and yet one of itslowest population densities. Themain threatstothe
rainforestcome from exploitationof timber and devel optnent of itsmineral potential .

al1 TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Virtually every aspect of Africa’s developmentisenvironment related. The heavy dependence of
African countrieson their natural resourcescallsfor responsible utilisation and conservation as
essential to tlie future development of these countries. This iswhat sustainable development is
Though reliablefiguresaredifficultto obtain but onthe basisofavailablefigures it can besaid that
the econolnic growth of Africa is based on unsustainable development practices. The situation is
especially seriousat the rateat which precious renewable resources are being depl eted.

The unsustainable development strategiesare also harmful in the longer run in economic terms.
The highly competitive international market does not pricemost of the commodities that constitute
the bulk of Africa’s trade. One of the most important challenges facingthe international community
inthe period ahead isto make thetransitionto an economic system in which the environmental arid
socid costsofproducts, particularly renewable resources incorporated, in theirprices.

African nationsstill do not possesthe capacity to valueald to the processing and upgradingtheir
products. T hisrequirestechnological and marketing skil I which are scarcein Africa. In developing
their renewable resourcesin an unsustainable manner, they are not only sellingtheir** devel opment
future’, they aresellingit a agreat: 10ss. Again internalising the priceof both natural and manufactured
products can reversethis. Thisshould in principlebecome a governiment policy. Unfortunately this
can becalled afaraway dream.

Whilesubsidies can beauseful instrument in meeting certain policy objectiveson ashort-term
basis, it is now obviousin most of the devel oping countriesof Asiaand Africa thatthey have had a
perverse effect. A recent Study by the Earth Council indicates that most developing country
governments Spend several billion dollarsper year in subsidiesin four sectors of their economies—
agriculture, transport, energy and water-subsidieswhich are highly unsustainable and benefit the
high income minority of the population. Sometimes these subsidies are higher than the amount of
Official Development Assistance (ODA) that Africa receives. Many infrastructure projects
supported by ODA serveto undermine progresstowardssustainabilityand lead to misuseof scarce
resources. A recent study estimates that nearly one-third ofthe 150 bill ion dollars invested in roads
in Africa has already been lost because of mismanagement and poor maintenance. This not only
blockseconomic devel opmentinthe regions, which depend on roads, but al o imposes an accumulating
burden on future resources. The.same study estimates that to restore only those roads that are
economically viable would requirean expenditure of 1.5 billion dollars annually for thenext 10
years.

Sustainable devel opment cannot beachieved merely by assigningresponsibility to governments; it
also requiresatotal commitiment of governments to sustainable development for which the'Agenda .
21' of Rio Summit providesavaluableset of guidelines. Governmentscannot do it in isolation.
Fortunately, in aglobalised world they do not haveto. Peoplearealready ahead of their governments.



In African countries, asin tlie rest of tlie world, there has been a phenomenal growth of non-
governmental organisationsand civil Society groups with acommitment to various aspectsof
sustainable development at both policy and implementationlevels. Thesustainable devel opment
practice isnot foreigntoAfrica. It isinherent in thetraditional culturesand commercial practices
that haveenabled African Societiesto survive and thrivethroughthecenturies.

Surely it isclear that with the current trends in development, Africawill not be ableto meet the
needsand aspirationsofpeople. Sustainable developmentisno moreanoption it isa necessity, the
moreit isdelayed more costly and difficult it will becometoachieve.

5.12 SUMMARY

Inthisunit wetry and understand the meaningof development especially in the context of Africa,
While development is defined asa rise in the standard of living of a people, it is now widely
accepted that devel opment hasto be sustai nable.Development can beat variouslevelsbeit political,
economic or social. The present crises of development in Africacan betraced back tothedave
tradeof 1445, which hed adirect impact on theactive labour force of the continent and wasaloss
for the African economy. Col onisation meant that plunderingof Africa continued. Thestagnation,
decline and severe droughtsin carly 1970s made matters worse. Added to that was the mounting
debr burden and the introductionof cash cropswhich made Africa dependent on the West. This led
to the introductionof structural adjustment policiesdictated by the West. Thisin turn led todevaluing
of currency, inflation,seduction in purchasing power, inequality of incomes and declining standards
of living. The processof globalisation has not helped Africathough some countrieslike Kenya,
Zimbabwe and South Africacan derive major gainsfrom econotnic liberalisation but poverty and
hunger persst. Also, policiesboth colonia and pogt-colonid have added to environmental degradation.
What isimportant iSto make atransition to an economicsystem in which the environmental and
social costs of products areincorporated in theirprices.

513 EXERCISES

1) What do you understand by the term 'development'? Relate the concept of development to
African experience.

2) Describe briefly the major problems ofdevelopment in Africasince 1950s.
3) What hasbeentlieimpact of globalisation on Africa'seconomic development?

4) What arethe prospectsof sustainabledevelopment in Africa?
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