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For the major past oftlze 20th Century, the hmework of security was based on tlic primacy of thc 
politico-military compo,nents. Historically, it was apesiod in international affairs when the world 
had experienced two worldwars followed by an intensely competitive Cold War and wlien security 
and sheer human sprvival was cbnsidered as nearly co-lminus. T \ I ~  eoli~y-makers a id  pnctitioi~crs 
ofpublic affairs and diplouiigcy in such a situatio~i largely followed the power-centric appra;lcli LO 
security Tliey stlrJngly believed that the state was the only institnlion that could be elitrusted wit11 
the responsibility of ensuring the security of its people. 

With the end ofthe hi-polarity following the end ofthe Cold War, tlie traditional military-political 
approach to security was found inadequate. Peace was the new dividend. But there was also a 
realisation that peace was not to n ~ e a n  a mere absence of was. Ib be meaningfill, peace had to be 
translated to i~iclude both 'freedoin kotn fear' and 'fieedom from want'. 13qunlly imporlnnt wils 

that the new peace dividend liad to be shared by all the people 

Almost overniglit, tlie mi~limalist state-centric apj>soacli to sccul-ity secmcd iriadcquatc. Thcsc was 
therefore a need Ibr a broader, maxinialist and re-defined ~~ndcssL~nding ol'sccurity. The forriiulation 
ofpolicies and their implementation had to place at its centre, the 11u111ati being. SLICII a fia~nework 
would have to factor in the well being of men and women, tlieir aspit'atiuns and goals. 'l'liis ~narkwd I 

llle launch of Lhe human security concept 16 development tllat is higl~ly people-ccnlric. 
I 

12.2 WHAT IS HUMAN SECURITY? 

I-It~lna~i Sec~~ri ty ,  accorditig to Thomas and Wilkin, describes :i cunditiol~ ofcxistcnce "in which I 

basic material needs are met and in whicli hinnan dignity, including n~eaningf'i~l pa~ricipation in the 
I 
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life ofthe cotnlni~liity can be realised". This is precisely wliat tlie United Nations Developnient 
Progratnlne (UNDP) Report had argued when it stated that individuals are weighed down by 
"worries about daily life than fi-om tlie dread of a cataclysmic world event. Job securities, income 
security, health security, environmental security, security froin crirne are the emerging concertis of 
fluman security all over the world.  

12.3 IS HUMAN SECURITY A NEW CONCEPT? 

Seemingly novel, n i~~c l i  oftlie contents of hutnan security were reiterated time and again in the 
past. Thc same sentiments \?/ere succinctly capturcd as far back as June 1945, when tlie United 
Nations Security Co~lncil declared to a war-weary wol-Id that "the battle ofpeace had to be fought 
on two lionts. The fit-st is the sec~~rity fieon1 where victory spells freedom from fear. The second is 
the econoniic and social, wlicre victory tileans fscedorn from want". Security had to mean security 
ofpeace both for men and wonien as also"security in their homes and jobs". In I 976, the Intematiolial 
Covenant of Economic, Social and Cult~ral Rights referred to these ideas as "tlie new co~npulsions 
of global h~aiian security". 

Social scientists liad by the late 1960s and early 1970s begun to discuss the importance of ensuring 
Basic I-luman Needs (BI-IN) for all people. Malib~~b-111 FIaq and Paul Streeten had argued that tlie 
raison d'etrc ofdevelopliient was to treat nien, womcn and children-present and f'uture generations 
as ends. Tb develop was to iniprove tlie hiurnan condiliol~s and to enlarge people's choices. Specifically, 
tile BHN approach reiterates the niandate that evcry nation ensures niinimulii average nutrition,, 
education, health, lioitsing and transport. 

By the end of early 1990s, social scientists a r g ~ ~ e d  that Iiilman security had to include a safe, 
secure, clean and ecologically balanced environment, assured employnient and income security as 
also being gencler sensitive. Iluman seci~l-ity has had to be security in people's Iiomes as also 
security within the nation-state and in the world at large. The logic belii~id such an extended approach 
was simple. While tIie'~~roblems in.the poor countries could intcrqrrlil:~ be hunger, ill-health, ethnic 
conflicts, social disintegratiotr, transmutable diseases, natural resources depletion etc., in the advan'ced 
countries they could beclr~~g t;;lflicking, refugee influx, terrorism, environmental poll~ltion, prqliferatioii 
ofweapons ofniass destruction etc. 

Failure to recognise the signs ofliun~ari itisecurity w o ~ ~ l d  tilean, especially to-the iinder-privileged 
sections ofsociety, loss o.f h o d  seci~rit~,  absence of affol-dable healthcare and decent sheltel; lack 
ofeducational. opportunities, and ~llie~iir)Ioyriie~?t leading to income insecurity. None ofthisis to 
ignore the several other and related material and non-material aspects of life. 1 

12.4 CHARAGTERISmTIC FEATURES OF HUMAN SECURlTY 

Human security is cliaracterised by sonic essential features. Tliese'are: 

i) Hiltnan security is people-centric. 

ii) Iiunian security is ~lniversal. 

iii) Iiuman security is i~iterdependent. 

iv) Human security is both q~~antitativc and q~lalit~~tive in content. 

v) Hutnail security co~lld be hest ens~rred by early co~~rectivc measures. 



For human security to be successfully secured what is needed is an efficient and sensitive democracy 
and a vibrant civil society that work in tandem. Both the state and the society have to be responsible 
and responsive. Ifthey are not, the result will be hunan insecurity, Human inseci~sity would essentially 
mean slcewed socio-political and economic str~lctures that translate the concept of entitleniellt to 
security. Where liuman security is ignored it is 0nly.a matter oftilne before the security of the 
country and the nation-state is colnpro~nised. Human insecurity is high where the propensity for 
conflict is higll. TIie result is that basic human needs reniain u~imet. The UNDPys Human 
Development Index highlights precisely this fact when it points out that between the years 1990- 
1995 only 14 per cent of the countries were ranked high, 34 per cent of countries were ranlced 
medium. Fifty-two per cent ofthe countries and much of Africa falls into this category, where 
there is a constant intra-state warfare. The conditions are ranked low on the Human Development 
Index. The Human Develop~nent Index is a co!npositemeasure of human developlnent containing 
indicators representing three equally weighed dimensions of human development-longevity (life 
expectancy at birth), lcnowiedge (adult literacy and years ofscliooling) and income (p~lrchasin~ 
power parity,dollars per capita). 

THREATS TO HUMAN SECURITY 

Wliile threats to human security can be fro111 lnultiple sources, the most lo be expected are in the 
areas ofhealth, food, econotnic (income), environment, personal, cotnmunity and political. 

12.5.1 Health Security 

The old adage: '"l]f wealth is lost, sotnething is lost.. ..IThialth is lost everything is lost", is the apt 
sentiment to capture the essence of health security. This is particularly, though nolexclusively, true 
with regard to tlie developingworld. Part oflhe reason is tliat health related fatiilities in the developing 
countries continue to be ddoniinated by communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, typhoid, diarrhoea, 
acute respiratory infections etc. Unclean and unsafe environments are the primary reasons, as are 
lack of potablc water and poor standards of nutrition. Besides, cxpe~iditt~res on healthcal-e as 
percentage of GDP are nearly negligible in the developing countries. Expcndilurc patterns also 
co~it int~e to be largely urban biased, often at  the expense ofthe rum1 poor. 'The non-availabilityof 
trained and adequate niedical personnel also colitributes to Iiealtl~ insecurity in most developing 
economies. The number ofdoctors is one doctor for 7,000 peopic in Asia while Sor sub-Saharan 
Africa the figure is one doctor for every 36,000 people. And, as for health insurance, while poor 
people anywhere in tlie world can ill-afford it-the poor in the developing cou~ltries ade unaware 
even of its exi stence. 

To make a bad situation worse is that children and wornen are victi~ns ofhcnlth insecurily. In fact, 
mortality sates take the toll as the high rates of pregnancy and delivery related deaths. Most of 
these deatlis can be prevented if women I~ad access to adequate and nutritious menls, safe end 
affordable farni ly planning assistance and timely Iielp in the pre- and post-natal stages ofprcgnilncy. 

The most ~.ecenttlireest to health illsecurity has been the 11~11nan imniuno-deficiency viruslacquired 
immuno-deficiency syndron~e (HIVIAIDS) pstndemic. This is pt~rticiilarly so for low-income 
co~intries where the victili~s are usually in tlie 15 to 49 year age groups-thc most productive years 
of an individual's life, 111 Africa, the siluatioli is more poignant-well over o11c million children are 
AIDS orphans, just as tlie approxitnate nu~~iber ol'wotnon wllo sul%cr koln I-EIVIATDS total up to 
several millions. Clearly, c;ontsasy to whnt the UN AIDS Report of20OO on Ilhu C;lobul PJIV/AIDS 
E'~iu'emic clai~ns, hnman security in Africa 110 longel.can be seen as "an cr~ablingcnvironment for 
people to enjoy long, liealtl~y and creative lives". 



12.5.2 Food Security 

Food insecurity can be a ~iiajor threat to human security. What is surprising is that this is despite the 
availability of ample supplies of food at the global level as also in nlany developingcoulitries. It is a 
matter of concern that even in the age of plenty, there are countries where citizens do not get 
enough of sustenance to help lead a ~neariiligfitl and productive Iife. About 30 per cent ofthe total 
population ofAfsica are undernourished while 30 per cent of infants are born undernourished. 
Underweight babies are an indication ofthe would-be-niotliers having inadequate access to food. 

12.5.3 Economic Security 

For societies, economic security is of critical concern. In fact, one c o ~ ~ l d  argLle that economic 
security should be given primacy in the constr~~ction of human development index. Economic insecurity 
is experienced by people both, in tlie developed as also developing wo1-1d arising essentially out of 
the n~is~natch between tlie job positions available, the q~lality and the size ofthe labour force. In 
such a situation, discrilni~lation is conilnon. People also feel insecure ifthey Iiold teemporaty or past- 
time jobs as opposed to pern~anent or full-time jobs or wliere there are differences in wages for the 
satnejob based on genderdiscrimination. Similarly, insecurity is expesienced wlle~i individualsperfo~~n 
hazardo~ts taslcs. Insecurity of inconies is also translated to mean the erosion ofthe value ofreai 
wages because of rising inflation. While the indi~strialised econon~ies have, in many instances also 
experienced a decline in real wages, it is tlie scale or tlie lnagnit~~de oft l~e same in  the developir~g 
world that is ofse~~ioiis concern. I n  Africa, the decline lias varied between 40 per cent and 80 per 
cent. According to tlie reports ofthe International L,aboiir Organisation (ILO), only 25 per cent of 
tlie world's people may be econon~ically secure. The growing number of people categorised as 
below-the-poverty line (BPL) i.e. those ~vho survive on less than one dollar a day, is an indication 
of how fiagile economic sccurity can be. Social scientists argue that' a possible solution is 
~~nemployment insurance. Butt give11 tlie volume of uneniployed people and financial burden such 
scl~emes would impose on tlie liscal situation, this solution is nota remedy for the developing world. 

12.5.4 Environmental Security' 

Nations are aware that Iiu~iian security can also be threatened by envirot~mental degradation. No 
longer is it possible to asgue that the damages inflicted wantonly an the earth, attnospliere arid 
water by Iiuman n~isdeeds can be reversed either easily or in totality. The present day dy~lcllnics of 
demography, the intense indilstrialisatioli programmes and tlie accompanied changes in life-styles, 
land ~iiisuse or liiismanagement liave resulted in drought, desertification and deforestation. This 
points out how sensitive tlie ecology-environment nexus is. Clearly, natural disasters are not always 
'naturaly-they are n~an-~nade, chronic arid ofcatastropliic proportions. 

12.5.5 Political Security 

Political security has always been an impo~tant aspect of human security along with socio-econon~ic 
security. Political security is grounded in the way states are organised, tlie ideologies that they 
profess and the systelils of government. 

Domestic political security missors the sentilnentthat llie state that enables its people to live a Iife 
ofdignity, honour and where people's basic human rights are secure irrespective ofsocial stralification 
is an efficient and a good state. Sucl~ an ~inderstanding ofpoliticai security clearly implies that 
states will spend less on their military and more on the BHN. Also, as reported by the Amnesty 
International, tilore tlinn a hundred countries liave been gililty ofhunlan rights violations, political 



detention and uninvestigated imprisonment. The least 'free' areas accoraing to the UNESCO's 
index of a free press were in North Africa, West and Soutlz Asia. Clearly, elections, periodically 
held and multi-party based have not enhanced the political security aspect of human security. 

12.5.6 Personal Security 

The United Nations Developlnent Programme Report of 1994, which specifically highlighted the 
theory and praxis of human security also discussed in terms of personal and community security. 
Indicative of the expression, personal security is the valid argument, that at the base of human 
security is the security of each and every human being irrespective ofhis station in life or the state 
ofthe economy in which he lives. Human life is sacred everywhere and any abuse to human beings 
lowers human security. Age, gender, privileged or underprivileged should not, in an ideal world, 
make for difference to one's personal security. But the reality is otherwise. 

Child ab~ise is prevalent around the world: the difference is in the nature and degrez of such abuse. 
In the developing economies given the high poverty levels, unpaid child labour co~n~noli and is being 
made to work in hazardous jobs. Si~nilarty child prostitution has been found to be rampant in several 
countries or societies in South East Asia, while the girl child in Africa is also subject to cruel 
physical mutilation. In the developed countries the individual secu~ity ofthe clzild could be threatened 
because of broken homes, physjcal violence and avoidable psychosomatic stress factors, All these 
make children Inore vulnerable and highly insecure. Similarly, women too have been victims of 
discrimination. Dowry-related deaths and victiizis ofabhorrent sexual violence arejust as colnnzon 
as the fact that wolnen are the last to benefit from the fruits of education, while they are the first to 
be fired froill jobs. Personal security of people is also threatened by tlze state itself when it lzeedlessly 
declares war or refuses to engage itself in diplomacy. Sinzilarly states are g~iilty ofviolating human 
rights by way oftoi-ture, custodial deaths or engaged in escalatioli ofethnic cleansing activities. 

12.5.7 Community Security 

Human beings have always lived in the midst of a community-they, more oilen than not, are 
integral members of a family, a race oretl~nicity based co~iz~n~cnity, an organisation like a trade 
union, a social/religioi~s/professionaI organisation. Such metnberships enable them to cnjoy n sense 
of security based on numbers. But such menzbership can also entail loss ofprivacy or can even be 
oppressive. Tlie trade in slaves, bonded labour, the trade in irnrnolal practices, especially, wlien it is 
forced on under-aged girls, are examples of oppression. Lt has been pointed out that in nearly 50 per 
cent of the world's nations, ethnic tensions are on the rise. To a large extent this has been so 
because ofthe dirninislzing access to life enhancing opportunities. Sri Lanka, former Yugoslavia 
and several Africati co~tntries have witnessed such conflicts impacti~~g both 1111man and personal 
security. 

Apart fron~ these seven specific threats to human security, social scientists argue that given the I 

huge disparities between nations threats lo human security could also emanate from tlze very I 

nat~lre ofthe world we live in. Put differently, one should not ut.lderestimate the dangers inhcrent in 
I 

I 

the global system. Often, these are heightened by tlie policies pursued by the strong and powerful 
economies and/or by the inability oftliose i n  powerto stem the disasters from spreadingacroy I 

national borders. , 
I Threats to environlnellt constitute the first category--everyone is now aware that the pollution of , 

the erzvironment anywbere is pollution eve~ywhcre, as pollution does not respect national boundaries. 1 
1 
I 



The emission of huge q~lantities of sulpliur dioxide into the atmosphere by one country falls as acid 
rain elsewhere. Such sulphur deposition is not good for vegetation and water supply systcms. 
Silni larly the emission of chlorolluorocarbons affects tlie ozone layer that in turn affects human 
health, giving rise especially to skin cancer. For that matter the acciilnr~lation of green house gases- 
carbon dioxide and methane in particular, leads to global warming. Sea levels would then rise 
forcing land to recede and the concomitant shrinking of national territories. Bangjades11 which 
produces only 0.3 per cent of global emission could see its land area shrinl< by 1 7 per cent ifthe sea 
level rise by a mere meter. Human insecurity in fact has bee11 heightened i n  the course ofthe last 
two decades because ecosystems are now fiagile. While all countries will experience thc ill-effects 
ofsuch an accumulation ofa weakened environment, it is the poor and the least developed economies 
that will suffer more. The solution to this would be to exercise on a continued basis the biological 
diversity ofthe environment, regeneration of soil, protection ofthe watershed areas, p~~rification of 
the water supply systems, regulating tlie temperature, improved waste management systeliis ant1 a 
clean green atmospl~ere. 

Global insecurity with its attendant implication for human security is also due to the major changes 
in the population profile, especially in the case of the developing or low-income econon~ics. The 
immediate impact is on the already diniinisliing non-renewable resources apart from major 
consequences for the co~intry's already stretched social services, and employ~ne~it oppottunities 
and the viability of market institutions. In tlie medium to long term timcliame as pop11 lation cxpnnds 

. beyond the optimum-i.e. beyond what tlie resource endo\vnients oftlie country can S L I P ~ ~ O S ~ ,  

there could be ethnicity clashes, social traun~as, environ~iiental degradation and also a political 
danger to the very si~rvival ofthe state. Eqilally rcal is tlle phctlornenon ofmigration, displaccd 
persons and relitgee infl~lx fioni thc poor to the ricli and fi-om the disturbed to the stable countries. 
With the industrialised countries enjoying nearly 80 per cent ol'tlie global income and other 
developmental opportuiities, much migmtion would be inevitable. Nearly 35 111iIlion people l?om the 
South have migrated to the North between 1960 and 1990, with more than one millionjoining cacli 
yeae The number of illegal international migrants is also estimated to be i n  the riinge of' I1 5 to 130 
million. These are all apart from the inillions ofrefitgees or internally displaced pcoplc. Sucll a mass 
movement ofpeople is often fi~elled by tlie lack ofen~ploymerit opporl~lllities in their home co~~ntries 
in contrast to the demand for workers-both ski1 led arid ~~~iskillcd in tlic industrialiscd coi~ntries. 
The problem, however, is that even in tlie industrialised countries, econornic growth is stagnating 
resulting in high ~~nernployment and 'jobless growth'. This of course creates serious problems for 
human security. 

I 

1 12.6 HUMAN SECURITY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
i 
; 

The colitinent of Africa is today a clial lenge to the global humanity and global conscience. The 
6 problems that plague this continent seem to render the colitinent in a state ofcontinuous crisis and 
L 

I 
constantly at war with itself. David Penant Rea in liis I'hcAJ;.iccrrz Burden made tlie point that the 
continued impoverisliment ofthe continent had made it an al~iiost permanent econoniic laggard that 

I woilld hardly be missed if it werqto be bumped offthe world map. 

i Africa's problems to the layman are difficult to utderstand for it is the continent that is universally 

I acknowledged as the storehouse ofevely known mineral, sitbstaritial agriciilwrat-cspecially cash 

i crop produce. In snch a situation,~lie unending erosion of its ricli natural base appcars to echo 
Kwamr: Nkrumah's sentimetiUthat'Xfrica is a paradox . . . it is poor because it is ricli" and Obasnlijo's 

1 observation that Africa is "the third world ofthe Third World". Both the statcn~ents indicate the 
heavy degree ofmarginalisation that the continent is subject to. 



Such a profile of penury in Africa is bound to impact an already unstable political and socially 
fsagmented continent. This could cause a further economic decline superimposed by greater political 
disintegration. Politically, African states range fiom militarydictatorships to ineptly f~lnctioning 
democracies. The concentration ofpower and privilege is in the hands of a select few. There are 
few alternative or credible second line of leadership. Popular pal-ticipation on the lines ofan effective 
civil society is absent in nearly two thirds ofthe African countries. And where it exists, it leaves 
much to be desired. The perfortilance ofthe nledia-print as well as electronic-is also below par. 
Authority, legitimacy and accountability are conspicuous by their absence. 

Also, acotn~non ikature across almost the entire continent is that states are patrimonial, predatory, 
rentier and kleptocratic in nature. While tlie degree ofthese pathological manifestations does vary, 
most African states are 'soft' states. They are riddled by massive and uninhibited corruption. The 
close collusion between an ~lnprincipled bureaucracy and unscrupulous politicians is now of l egenda~~ 
proportions. Direct access to the huge quantum ofpublic funds renders it difficult to separate tIie 
'public' fro111 the 'private'. Tliese 'soft states' cliaracterised by power-based relationships have 
led to the enlargement of tlie personal rule syndrome. They also epitornise Africa's economic 
incompetence as also the total misnianagernent of policies. 

This is where the issue of gover~iance-speci fically the lack of it assumes centrality in tlie overall 
context of human security. For, it is the governance that determines 'who gets what, when and 
how'. Given tlie preponderance oftlie state, it is seen by even the laynian well over forty years into 
freedom that security in Africa continues to be largelystate-centric, militaristic and male-dotninated 
in nature and content. The continent ofAfrica is threatened by the series oi'insecurities discussed 
earlier. Human security in Africa is a pipe dream. 

Top on the list of insecurities is health insecurity, Given tlie poor healdi-care facilities and with ]nost 
governlnents continuing to spend enormous amount9 of~noney as military expenditures, little is leR 
to take care ofthe budgetaty needs for a healthy popillace. In addition to the traditional comm~~nicable 
disease, the I-IIV-AIDS pandemic is likely to strike at the vely roots of society's existence viz. the 
people. According to tlie latest available inforniation it is quite possible that Soutt~ Africa in the spar1 
of four generations will be back to where it was in 191 0. 

Sitnilarly, insecurity of income is also experienced because ofthe constantly widening gap between 
the 'haves' and 'have-nots'. Africa's inability to integrate itselfwith the global ecoriotny has rneant 
that neither aid nor trade nor investment has paid the dividends they wcre expected to. Even ifthe 
poor have not gotten really poor because ofthe allnost invisil~le tuEn around of tlic econo~nies in 
view of the stabilisation and structural adjustlne~it programmes now in place in most ofAfiica, 
incotne disparities do worry the policy makers ofAfrica. 

Envil.onmenta1 insecurity in Africa is also alnatter ofserious concern given the fragile nature oftlie 
geographical determinants to developmeiit. Individuals and societies arc handicapped by se"ere 
insecurities. It is but natural that human security in Africa has long becn a casualty. 

12.7 SUMMARY 

As a concept and in its practical application, human security i s  rooted in the daily concerns of 
people. Human security is security of people, not only ofterritory: it is the security of individuals, 
societies, states and nations; it is the security achieved thro~,~gh s~rstainable development arid is 
intergenerational in nature. It is also equity based in content. In the final a~~alysis,  I~umat~  security jis 



security ofall the people evelywhere-in their homes, on the streets, in theirjobs, in their col~ununities 
and in tlieir environment. I-lunian security is a choice, not a chance. It is niore than a mere idea 
whose time has come. As Barbara Ward argued, "Ideas are the prinie movers of history. Revolutions 
usually begin with ideas." Human security is here to stay as it lias always bcen, because the bottom 
line is that it is liuii~an security, which empowers the ordi~iary Inan, woinnli and child eve~ywhere. 

12.8 EXERCISES 

1) What do you understand by the term "I-Iuman Sec~~rity"'? 

2) Which are the areas ip which h~1111an security can easily become human insecusity? 

3) Which threat to human security is greater tila11 the others in Afiica? Why? 

4) Discuss the problems ofhulnan security in Africa. 




