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16.1 INTRODUCTION

Indian sub-continent isthe immediate neighbourto African continent separated by Indian Ocean.
The Indian Ocean waters provided a route through which India established trading and commercial
relationswith the African coast and Persian Gulf since pre-historic times. Peopleto peoplelevel
contacts between the Indians, East Africansand Arabshave predated the modern state relations
foravery longtime.

16.2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Though it isnot possibleto fix an exact dateof the Frg Indian contact with Africa, the Westernand
Indian scholars believe that ancient Hindus had fairly good ideaofthe East African coastline.
India’s contactswith East Africa aretraced back to the age of Puranas which conceivetheearth
asconsistingofseven territories, one of which iscalled “Cusha” which identify with Ethiopiain the
Horn of Africa. In 1792, Lt. Francis Wilford, in apaper read at Asiatic Society, Bengal explained
that Indians had established their settlements al ong theriver Nile and evenexplored theregions as
far asthesurroundingsof Lake Victory regions, that is present day Kenya-Uganda border. He
further claimed that the river "' Cali"" or “Nila” mentioned in Puranas wasthe present day river
Nile. In Bhagavat Puranu,the Hindus conceived of the world asagrand lotuswith four large
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petalsand two smaller petals. Four large petalsaccordingto Lt. Francis Wilford represent India,
Europe, Siberia and China while two smaller petals represent Sancha (Zanzibar) and Harina
(M#tlagascar) between India and Europe.

The 19th Century explorer John Hanning in his book Journul of the Discovery of the sources of
Nile mentionsthat the Hindus opened tradein slavesand ivory priorto the birth of Christ with the .
country of the Moon. Wilford located the country of the Moon or Chandrastan round Devn
Sarobara (lake of God) supposed to bethe Puranic nameof the modern VictoriaNyanza on the
borders of Kenya and Tanzania.

Accordingto R.K. Mukherjee theevidence suggeststhat the maritime commerce between India
and Babylon flourished in the 7th and 6th centuries B.C., and that, by then several Indian traders
had settled in Arabiaand on the East African coast. Thisview has gained acceptance among wider
number of scholars in recent times. The geography of Ptolemy provides historical account that
throws light on the early pre-colonial Indo-East African contacts. Thelndianswereable to substitute
other markets for those lost with the collapse of theRoman declineof2nd and 7th Century A.D.
andthat this period in turn witnessed therise of Indian and Persian sea power.

During the period of 5th and 6ih-centuries A.D. (i.e. later daysofthe Gupta Empire) partsof Sind
and Gujarat appeared among thechief centresofwestward naval enterprises. Al-Idrisi writesthat
East Africa’s most vaued export wasiron tradewhich wasvaued in Indiaand according toL.W.
Hallingsworth in Short Historyof East Afiican Coast ships from north west Indian kingdom of
Gujarat came to theland Zanj carryingthesuppliesof cotton cloth and other thingsand carried
back iron, ivory, rhinoceros horns, tortoiseshells, amber, leopard skinsand African daves.

With the Islamicondaught in northwesternpart of India and itspenetration intothe South, Daulatabad
in Deccan became the capital. The Hindu merchants continued to do their business under the
Muslim kings. Indiaalso became prominent intrade with Afsica; one conicsacrossreferences to
the African slaves in 1453.-1474. Bengal’s Mudlim king Rukh-ud-Dio-Baibak appears to have
purchased 8,000 African slavesand Indian history hasrecorded the rise and fall i =lave dynasty
beforethearrival of Allau-din-Khilji in Delhi. Thearchaeological findings in Zimbabweand in
Kilwain Somalia indicate Indian influence on theconstruction of mosques and other buildings.

16.3 COLONIAL PERIOD

The second phase of India Africa relations began with the discovery of sea route to the East by the
Portuguesein 1498 and other European powersfollowed tliesame for the development of trade
and commerce, From 1498to 1900, the Europeanswiththeir superior scientific, technological and
organisational powersdeveloped coloniesinthe African and Asian continents. The peaceful non-
domineering Indian Ocean trade between the Indian and African littorals wassubsumed by the
European trading considerations,

WhilePortuguese controlled Goaand Mozambiquesituated on the opposite sideof Indian Ocean
since 16th Century, the Britishtook possession of Capecolony in 1806.Mauritiusin 1810, annexed
Natal provinceto Capecoloniesin 1843, peacefully partitionedterritoriesand peopleson the East
African coast between themselves, Germans, Italiansand French after 1885 while taking over
I ndian possession from theBritish East India Company in 1857. Theestablishment of European
imperial control on the opposite land peripheriesgave birthto added political, social and cultural
linkagestotheexisting trading and commercial interests.
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16.4 INDIANS IN AFRICA

ThePortuguese employed Indiansin their African colonia possession asbankers, accountants and
skilled artisans during 17th and 18th centuries. In the 19th Century Indian immigration to the east
and southeast African littoral and southwest Indian Ocean Island states increased. The British
employed them asindentured labour to work on agricultural arid sugar plantations, to build roads,
railways, and administrative centres. Indian troops were employed to pacify and train militant
Africantribes in maintaining law and order.

Ramchandani in his book, Uganda Asi ans, mentionsthe push and pull factors for Indian migration
to the East arid South Africa in the 19th Century. In order to escape droughts, famines deadly
diseasesand conditionsof grinding poverty back home, Indianscame to unknown lands to earn
their livelihood and become materially rich. By 1900 there were nearly 65,000 Indian immigrant
indentured |abour in Natal, Anglophone East Africahad 31,000 Indians. Also 5 per cent of'the total
population of Zanzibar Island consisted of Indians.

Thelndiansadjusted to their changed statusin the new global order. Besidesfulfilling the demand
for indentured labour of spices, condiments and other things, the commercial and artisan skitls and
the experienceof the Indiansplaced them head and shoulders above the local Aftican. The immigrant
white popul ation faced competition from these citizensof empire. Asaconsequence of the presence
ofthe competitive Indians, colonial administration in the East and South Africa began to pursuc a
policy of racial discrimination against the Indians in matters of owning land, property, tradeand
commerce.

The policy of raciz! segregation against tlie Indiansin South Africa gave riseto a passive or non-
violent resistance by Indians. These were later successfully used by Mahatma Gandhi to win
Indian independence from colonia rule. The Indians in South Africaand in Kenya set uptheir own
politica organisations to fight for their rightsasequal citizensunder the British colonial empire.

Indias successful struggle for independence under Gandhi influenced the western educated young
Africans towork for their independence in the post war period. Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana noted
that after months of studying Gandhi’s policy and watching theelTect it had, lie began to see that
the policy could beasolution to the colonial problctnswhen it is backed by a political organisation.
AliMazrui, anoted African scholar, says: " Men in distant lands who study the origins of Afro-
Asianism well remember the naked fakir Mahatima Gandhi who helped to shape the doctrine of
passive resistance as astrategy of liberation in colonia days....”

16.5 POS INDEPENDENCE PERIOD

16.5.1 Government's Policy

The Government of Indiaunder Jawaharlal Nehru, adopted anti- imperialism, anti-colonialism and
anti-racialism asthe basictenetsof India’s foreign policy. These were in agreement with the values
of Indian freedom struggle under MahatmaGandhi. Asaconsequence of thispolicy, Indiaraised
theproblem of racial discrimination in UN in 1948, and brokediplomatic relationswith South Africa.
Indiafavoured a peaceful non-violent strugglefor Africanterritoriesindependence. It sent troops
toAlgeriaand Congo, under UN banner, to maintain peacein theseterritoriestorn by Cold War.
Thelndian governmenttold the Indian population in Africato support Africansintheir fight for
independence against colonial administration and not to look to Delhi for solving their problems.
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16.5.2 African Response

TheCold War situation divided the African political leaders. Violenceerupted in several African
territories, againstcolonid rule. Africans found the position of Indian government on use of violence
asameansto win independence struggle ambivalent and looked at the role of Indian troops in
Africa under the UN banner with suspicion. Vesed colonid interests continued anti-Indian
propaganda by inciting local Africansagainst Indianswho were projected as usurping major
economic, educational benefitsof Africansin trade,commerceand employment.

India'santi-colonia imageal so sufferedablow in the African eye because of border problemwith
Pakistan and China. Only four African sates—Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeriaand Libya—supported
Indiaagainst Chinege aggression in 1962. Nehru’s Africa policy wassuitably reframed to suit ,
India's changing national interestspost-1962. These combined with Indian government's earlier
actsof non-recognition of Algerian government-in-exileand that of Congo after the death of'the
Congoleseleader Patrick Lumumba distanced militant Africansstatesfrom India.

Incontrast, to Indian's attitude of passing resol utionscondemning violenceas undesirabl eor harmful
the Chinese supported armed struggle of Africans to win independencefrom colonial control

16.5.3 Non-alignment

After 1962, Indiagave up effortsto cultivateAfricaasonecollective political bloc, and instead
began economic diplomacy with only those African states, which stood by it during Chinesecrisis.
New Delhi built, withthe helpof Indian capital, large sca etextilemills, imported greater amount of
goodsfrom Ethiopia, and encouragedIndian industrialiststo invest in the building of an industrial
estate in Nairobi. Export of private Indian capital and managerial expertise tothe African countries
encouraged 24 joint venturesfrom 1964to 1972 covering a widespectrum of manufactures ranging
from cotton textiles, razor bladesto pharmaceuticals incountriessuchasLibya, Algeria, Kenya
and Ethiopia.

Non-alignment became aforcefor the Indian and African states, for fighting common causes of
devel opment, decol onisationand disarmament at theinternationa fora. Inthe late 1960sand 1970s,
Aftican countrieson becoming independentadopted non-alignment astheir official policy and became
members of the UN.

i

Their presence gave non-aligned group of countries numerical majority in UNGA and with the
supportof socialist bloc of countries and other third world non-aligned stateswhich includedIndia,
Egypt, Indonesiaand Y ugodavia, African states could passresolutionson burning issuesfacing
them. The UN resolution on NIEQ, isolating South African government from world community,
decol onisation of Southern Africaprominently figured on the African agendain the UN and non-
aigned forums.'

16.6 RELATIONS DURING THE LAST THREE DECADES

India's imagewiththeAfrican statesin theseventiesimproved throughthe coal escenceof fortuitous
circumstancesat the domesticand global level, The liberation of Bangladeshand theconclusion of
Indo-Soviet treaty in 1971, underground implosion of nuclear devicein 1974, declining Chinese
influencein Africadue toideological quarrelswith Soviet Union and support China gaveto South
African and CIA supported forcesin Angola, India’s initiativeto back variousliberation forcesin
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Africa withdrawal of Indiandiplomatic mission from Salisbury five monthsbefore Inn Smith’s UDI
in Southern Rhodesia, cumulated to revivelndia'simageand favourably impacted Indiads relations
with African states.

16.6.1 South-South Cooperation

Performance of the Indian and African states in the post independenceperiod deteriorated. India's
border warswith Paltistan and China, growingdemocratic mobilisation and the risingexpectation
ofinasses impacted thestate's performance. Whilethe declaration of internal emergency in 1976
arrestedthe growth of democratic tradition, issue based politics,and secular democraticmobilisation
wasdebased by the rise of communal, casteist forces, dynastic and money power in Indian politics.

Thecrisisof economic and political governance in Africa had multiplicity of factors. The non-
acceptance of Euro-centric statesmodel by African masses demographic explosion from 1950to
1980, drought, famines and consequent inability of agricultureto meet food needsofthe people,
lack of resources with the African statesto industrialise and modernise their economies, African
statesconsequent inability to diversify itsexportsfrom mineralsand raw material sto manufactured
goods, cumulated to create conditions of political instability and put theeconomiesdebt crisis in
1980s.

Economic cooperation between the countriesofthe South having common colonial experiences,
resource and production complementaritics wasseen asa panaceafor reducing dependenceon
the western metropolitan powers. The Lagos Plan of Action agreed upon by African Heads of

. Stateand Government in 1980, forcefully endorsed the concept of South-South Cooperation for

reducing African statesstructural dependence on West and Indiawholeheartedly welcomed it.

The South-South Cooperation between India and Africadid not get off the ground due to the
African economic linkage with themetropolitan Europeaneconomies and Indias inability to provide
financial support for the supply of an intermediate range of technology suited to Africa’s
developmental needs. Indiacontinued to have bilateral trading relations with nearly 40 African
states, and in 1980s composition of [ndian tradeunderwent changes.

16.6.2 Political Cooperation

Whileeconomic cooperationunder ¢ South-South Cooperation' failed totakeoff, Indias cooperation
in political spheres reached its peak duringthe 1980s. As the South African apartheid state began
to squirm and went on thedefensive, non-aigned supportto the frontlineAfrican states peaked. In
1980s non-aligned movement set up Africa Fund to provide financial and material help to the
frontline-African states so asto enable them to withstand the South African military offensive
against them.

16.7 INDIA-AFRICA RELATIONS IN THE 21 ST CENTURY

The21st Century will seemarked changein India's approachto develop political relationswith the
Africanstatesand penetrate Africanmarkets with the Indian goods. Though some scholarsare of
theview that South-South Cooperation isstill possible, the global realities beckon the decision
makers to develop new approaches inthenew Century that has just began.
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16.7.1 Globalisation and Interdependence

Global changes have some serious consequencesfor Africanand Indian state systems. Withthe
states of former Soviet Union optingfor democracy and open market economies, the pressureson
the rest of the third world stales to embrace the values of open market liberal economy and
democracy. With the western controlled international financial institutionsinsistingon democracy
and protection of human rights asa preconditionto giving financial assistanceand liberd trading
arrangements under WT O coming into existence, the African and Indianstates had to relax their
control over economy by privatisingstate control led publicsector unitsand invest an increasing
amount of foreign direct investment in the development of infrastructure, telecommunication and
modernisation of different sectorsof economy.

16.7.2 Regional Cooperation

The African continent has been burdened by inter and intrastateconflictsand endemic conditions
of poverty, In thefast changinginternational political and economicenvironment, stateseverywhere
find themselves hard pressed to attract international capital and technology. They werefurther
pushed into the periphery of international economy. Cooperation among statesat the regiona leve

for economic purposeshas become an order of the day.

The European, Latin American, Asian and North American states havemoved towards regional
cooperation. Africanstateshavedecided to form AU by 2050. Meanwhilethetrend isto strengthen
unity at regional level, SADC, ECOWAS, PTA, EAC, COMESA, ECCAS, SACU, OECD provide
some examplesof proliferating Sub-regional organisations inthe African context.

These organisations at tliesub-regional level have been forced to look after security needsof the
statesat the regional level asWestern powershavelost interest in African conflictswith the ending
of cold war rivalry.

16.7.3 Indian Diasporain Africa

Africahas asizeable Indian community. Tlie Indiansare spread over 35 African states though
largenumber of them isfound in AnglophoneEast, Central and Southern Africa. They constitute
middle level entrepreneurs and provideskilled manpower for economic growth of these countries.
Being educationally and economically equipped, their presencein severa African countriesas
intermediariescould be beneficial for the penetrationof'the Indiangoodsand capital into hinterland
oncethe processof trade liberdisation in Africatakesplacethrough the removal of customs and
tariff barriers.

Thelndian government has recently introduced severa beneficid measures for the Indiansabroad,
withaview to co-optingthem inthelndian domesticdevelopment and promotion of external trade.

India-Africa relations in the 2 1st Century may hinge on thiscrucia Indian factor. In the post-
apartheid arid cold war condition had come in the way of the government in cooperating with
Indiansin Africa. The21st Century, beingan age ofgrowinginterdependence, the Indian government
will be able to utilise this national asset for India's national interest. The growth of regional
organisationsand the presence of Indians in Africa can help [ndian trade to penetrate largely into
African areasand also help in multiplying the trade between thesetwo Indian Ocean territories.

156



16.8 SUMMARY

Itis believed that peopleto people contacts between Indiaand East Africacan be traced back to
the Puranas. Political, cultural and socid linkages continuedwith trading and commercial interests
ofthe European imperid powers during the colonia period.Indianswereemployed by the Portuguese
asbankers,accountants and artisansand by the British asindentured |abour to work in the plantations
butwere racially discriminated against. After independence, the Government of Indiaraised the
issueof racia discrimination inthe UN in 1948. The Indians were supportive of anon-violent
strugglefor independence against the colonial powers. The Africansfound this position of India
ambivalent and looked at the role of Indian troopsunder the UN banner in Africa, with suspicion.
After 1962, Indiabegan economic diplomacy with someof'the African statesencouraging Indian
industridiststo invest in Africa. By late 1970sAfricancountriesstarted adoptingnon-alignmentas
their official policy and became members of the UN. Since then, India's relations with Africa
improved.

While economic cooperation between countriesof the South was seen as a panaceafor reducing
dependenceon western metropolitan powers,.it could not takeoffbetween India and Africa dueto
Africas economic linkage with the metropolitan European economies. Thoughit isconsidered that
South-South cooperation Isstill possiblein order to giveafillip to relations between Indiaand
Africa, new approaches will haveto be developed by decision makers. This could beachieved by
cooperation among statesat aregional level Ta economicpurposes. Apart from that, India-Africa
relationsmay hinge on the crucial factor of asizeablelndian community in Africa.

16.9 EXERCISES

1) Arriva of European Powersto the East after 1498 wasa watershed in India-Africarelations,
Doyouagree?

2) Explainthe factors influencingthe 19th Century Indian migrationto African colonies?
3) How did the African experience helpMahatma Gandhi to work for Indian independence?

4) Explaintheconcept of South-South Cooperation?Why did South-South economiccooperation
between Indiaand Africafail?

5 WhatwaslIndias role in the non-aligned forum for supportingfrontline African statesagainst
Soutlz Africa?
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