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16.1 , INTRODUC'FION 

Indian sub-continent is the inmediate neigl~bour to African continent separated by Indian Ocean. 
The Indian Ocean waters provided a route through which Indiaestablished trading and coinlnercial 
relations with the African coast and Persian Gi~lfsince pre-historic times. People to people level 
contacts between the Indians, East Africans and Arabs have predated the lnodern state relations 
for a very long time. 

16.2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Though it is not possible to fix an exact date ofthc First Indian contact with Africa, the Western and 
Indian scholars believe that ancient Hindus had fairly good idea oftlle East African coastline. 
India's contacts with East Afiica are traced back to  lie age ofPurnnas which conceive the earth 
as consistingofseven territories, one ofwhich is called "C~~sha" which identify wit11 Ethiopia in the 
Horn ofAfrica. In 1792, Lt. Francis Wilford, in apaper read at Asiatic Society, Bengal explained 
that Indians had established their settle~nents along the riverNile and even explored the regions as 
far as the surroundings of Lake Victory regions, that is present day Icenya-Uganda border. He 
further claimed that the river "Cali" or "Nila" mentioned in Purar~as was the present day river 
Nile. In Bhagavat Puranu, the I-Iindus conceived of the world as a grand lotus with four large 
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petals and two smaller petals. Foi~r large petals according to Lt. Francis Wilford represent India, 
Europe, Siberia and China whilc two snialler petals represent Sanclia (Zanzibar) and I-Iarina * 

(Mkdagascar) between Iridia and Europe. 

The 19th Century explorer J.olin Halining in his book Journul ofthe Discovery ofthe sozl~.ccs of 
Nile mentions that the Hindus opened trade in slaves and ivory prior to the birth ofChrist with the . 
country of tlie Moon. WiIlbrd located tlie country of the Moon or ChancJmstrm round Devn 
Sarobavtl (lake of God) supposed to be the Pzrrnnic name of the niodern Victoria Nyanza on tlie 
borders of Kenya and Tanzania. 

According to R.K. MuI<herjce the evidence suggests that the maritime cotiiriierce between India 
and Babylon flo~1ris1;cd in the 7rh and 6th centllries B.C., and tliat, by then several Indian traders 
had settled in Arabia and on the East African coast. This view lias gained acceptance among wider 
nu~nber ofsc1ioIars i n  recent tinies. Tlie geographyoSPtolemyprovides historical account tliat 
throws light on the early pre-colonial liido-East African contacts. The Indians were abl? to substit~lte 
other markets for those lost with tlie collapse of the Roman decline of2nd and 7th Century A.D. 
and that this period it1 tun1 witnessed the rise of Indian and Persian sea power. 

During the period of 5th and 6ikcenturies A.D. (i.e. later days ofthe Gupta Empire) parts ofSind 
and G~tjarat appeared alnong the cliief centres ofwestward naval enterprises. Al-Idrisi writes that 
East Afiica's rnost valued export was iron trade which was valued in India and according to L.W. 
Halliligswo~~th in Short History oJ'EnstAfr.ican Coast ships from nol-tli west Indian kingdom of 
Gijarat calne to the land Zanj carrying the supplies of cotton cloth and other things and carried 
back iron, ivory, rhinoceros horns, tortoise sliells, amber, leopard skins and African slaves. 

With the Islamic onslaught in northwestern part ofIndiaand its penetration into the South, Daulatabad 
in Deccan became tlie capital. The Hindu merchants continued to do their business under the 
Muslim kings. India also becalnepromirient in trade with Afsica; one conics across references to 
the African slaves in 1453.-1474. Bengal's Muslim king Rulch-ud-Dio-Bal bale appeiirs to have 
purchased 8,000 African slaves and Indian history has recorded the risc and i'ali ul'-lavc dynasty 
before the arrival of Allau-din-Khilji in Delhi. The arcliaeological findings in Zimbabwe and in 
Kilwa in Somalia indicate Indian influence on the construction of~nosqi~es and otlicr buildings. 

- -  . - 

16.3 COLONIAL PERIOD 

The second pliase of India Afi-ica relations began with the discovery of sea route to the East by the 
Portuguese in 1498 and other European powers followed tlie same for the development oftrade 
and commerce. From 1498 to 1900, the Europeans with their superior scientific, technological and 
organisational powers developed colonies in the Afiican and Asian continents. The peacefill non- 
domineering India11 Ocean trade between the Indian and African littorals was subsumed by the 
European trading considerations, 

While Portuguese controlled Goa and Mozambique situated on the opposite side of Indian Ocean 
since 16th Century, the British took possessio~i of Cape colony in 1806. Mauritius in 1810, annexed 
Natal province to Cape colonies in 1843, peacefully partitioned territories and peoples on the East 
African coast between themselves, Germans, Italians and French after 1885 wliile taking over 
Indian possession from the British East India Company in 1857. The establishment of European 
imperial control on the opposite land peripheries gave birth to added political, social and cuit~~ral 
linkages to the existing trading and comlnercial interests. 



16.4 INDIANS IN AFRICA 

The Portugi~ese eniployed Indians i n  their African colonial possession as bankcrs, accountants and 
skilled artisans during 17th and 18th centuries. In Llie 19th Century Indian iliiniigration to tlie east 
and southeast African littoral and southwest Indian Ocean Island states increased. The British 
e~iiployed them as indentured labour to worlc on agricult~~t-al arid sugar plantations, to build roads, 
railways, and adlninistrative centres. Indian troops werc eniployed to pacii'y and tsain inilitant 
African tribes in maintaining law and order. 

Ramcliandani in his book, Ugat7CJU Asians, mentions the push and pi111 factors for Indian migration 
to the East arid Soiltli Afsica in tlie 19th Cel~tu~.y. I n  order to escape drouglils, famines deadly 
diseases and conditions of grinding poverty back home, Indians came to u~iknown lands to earn 
their livelihood and b e c o l ~ ~ e  ttiaterially rich. By 1900 there were nearly 65,000 Indian i1.11migrant 
indentured labour inNalaI, Anglophone East Africa had 31,000 Indians. Also 5 per cent ol'tlie total 
population ofZanzi bar Island consisted oflndiaus. 

The Indians ad-ji~sted to tlieir changed status in tlic new global order. Besides li~llill ing [lie demand 
for indentured labour of spices, condiments and othcrtlii~igs, the conitnercial and artisan slcills and 
tlie experience ofthe Indians ylaccd them head and slioulders abovc the local AfLican. 'l'he immigrant 
white population faced coinpetition fsom these citizens ofempire. As a consequence ol'tlie prescnce 
oftlie cotnpetitive Indians, colonial ad~ninistration in the East and So~tth Afi.ica began to pursuc a 
policy of racial discriniination against the Indians in matters of owning land, property, trade and 
conilnerce. 

TIie policy ofracitil segregation against tlie Indians in  S o ~ ~ l l i  Afiica gave rise to a passive or non- 
violent rcsistancc by Indians. Thcsc were latcr successfully used by Mahatma Gandhi to will 
Indian independence l?om colonial rule. 'The I~iclians in South Africa and in Icenya set up their own 
political organisations to figlit for tlieir rights as equal citizens ~ ~ n d e r  the British calonial empire. 

India's successS~~l stsuggle for inclcpendence ~ ~ n d e r  Gandlii influenced the western educated young 
Africans to work for their independence in the post war period. I<walne N k r ~ ~ m a h  ofGhalia notcd 
that after montlis ofstudying Gandlii's policy and watching the elTcct it had, lie began to see that 
the policy could be a solution lo tlie colonial problctns when it is backed by a political organisation. 
Ali Mazrili, a noted African scliolal; says: "Men in distant lands who study thc origins of Afso- 
Asianisni well remember tlie naked fakir Maliatnia Gandhi who helped to sliape the doctrine of 
passive resistance as a strategy ol'liberatian in colonial days.. .." 

16.5 POS
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INDEPENDENCE PERIOD 

16.5.1 Government's Policy 

The Government of India under JawaliarlaI Nehru, adopted anti- itnperialism, anti-colonialis~n and 
anti-racialism as the basic tenets ofIndia's foreign policy. These were in agreement with the values 
of Indian freedoin struggle under Mahatma Gandhi. As a consequence of this policy, India raised 
the problem of racial discri~nination in UN in 1948, and broke diplomatic relations with South Africa. 
India favoured a peaceful non-violent struggle for African territories independence. It sent troops 
to Algeria and Congo, under UN banner, to maintaili peace in these territories torn by Cold War. 
The Indian government told the Indian population in Africa to support Africans in their fight for 
independence against colonial administration and not to look to Delhi for solving their problems. 



16.5.2 African Response 

The Cold War situation divided the African political leaders. Violence erupted in several Aii-ican 
territories, against colonial rule. Afiicans found the position ofIndian government on use of violence 
as a means to win independence struggle ambivalent and looked at the role of Illdial1 troops in 
Africa under the TJN banner with suspicion. Vested colonial interests continued anti-Indian 
propaganda by inciting local Africans against Indians who were projected as usurping major 
economic, educarional benefits of Africans in trade, commerce and employn~ent. 

India's anti-colonial image also suffered a blow in the African eye because of border problem with 
Pakistan and China. Only four African states-Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria and Libya-supported 
India against chine& aggression in 1962. IVehru's Africa policy was suitably reframed to suit , 
India's changing nat'ional interests post- 1962. These combined with Indian government's earlier 
acts of non-recognition ofAlgerian government-in-exile and that of Congo after the death ofthe 
Congolese leader Patrick Lun~ulnba distanced militant Africans states from India. 

In contrast, to Indian's attitude ofpassing resolutions condemning violence as undesirable or harnlfi~l 
the~hinese supported armed struggle of Afiicans to win independence from colonial control 

After 1962, India gave LIP efforts to cultivate Africa as one collective political bloc, and instead 
began econolnic diplomacy with only those African states, which stood by it during Chinese crisis. 
New Delhi built, with the help ofJndian capital, large scale textile mills, imported greater amount of 
goods from Ethiopia, and encouraged Indian industrialists to invest in the building ofan indi~strial 
estate inNairobi. Export ofprivate Indian capital and managerial expertise to the African countries 
encouraged 24 joint ventures from 1964 to 1972 coveringa wide spectrlim of ~nanuhctures ranging 
from cotton textiles, razor blades to pharmaceuticals in countries such as Libya, Algeria, Kenya 
and Ethiopia. 

Non-alignment became a force for the Indian and African states, for fighting common causes of 
development, decolonisation and disarmament at the international fora. In the late 1960s and 1970s, 
Afiican countries on becoming independent adopted non-alignment as their official policy and became 
members of the UN. 

Their presence gave non-aligned group of countries numerical majority in UNGA and with the 
support of socialist bloc ofcountries and other third world non-aligned states which included India, 
Egypt, Indonesia and Yugoslavia, African states could pass resolutions on burning issues facing 
them. The UN resolution on NIEO, isolating South African government from world cotnmunity, 
decolonisation of Southern Africa prominently figured on the African agenda in the UN and non- 
aligned forums.' 

16.6 RELATIONS DURING THE LAST THREE DECADES 

India's image with the Afiican states in the seventies improved through the coalescence oEfortuitous 
circumstances at the domestic al~d global level, The liberation of Bangladesh and the concl~~sion of 
Indo-Soviet treaty in 1971, u'nderground implosion of nuclear device in 1974, declining Chinese 
influence in Africa due to ideological quarrels with Soviet Union and support China gave to S o ~ ~ t h  
African and CIA supported forces in Angola, India's initiative to back various liberation forces in 



Afiica withdrawal of Indian diplolnatic lnission fiom Salisbury five months bcfore Inn Smitll's LTDI 
in Southern Rl~odesia, cumulated to revive India's image and favourably impacted India's relations 
with African states. 

16.6.1 South-South Cooperation 

Performance ofthe Indian and Afiican states in the post independence period deteriorated. India's 
border wars with Paltistan and China, growing de~nocratic mobilisation and the rising expectation 
ofinasses impacted the state's performance. While the declaration oi' internal emergency ill 1976 
arrested the growtl~ of de~nocratic tradition, issue based politics, and secular democratic mobilisation 
was debased by the rise ofcommu~~al, casteist forces, dynastic and money power in Indian politics. 

The crisis of econoniic and political governance in Africa had multiplicity of factors. The non- 
acceptance of Eul-o-centric states model by African niasses delnographic explosion from 1950 to 
1980, drought, falnines and conseqilen-t inabiIiLy of agriculture to meet food needs ofthe people, 
lack of resources wit.11 the African states to ind~lstrialise atid tnoderliise their economies, African 
states consequent inability to diversify its exports frotn minerals and raw materials to manufactured 
goods, cun~ulated to create conditions ofpolitical instability and put the economies debt crisis in 
1980s. 

Econo~nic cooperation between the countries oftlie South liavingco~ulnon colonial experiences, 
resource and production complementarities was seen as a panacea for reducing dependence on 
the westem ltletropolitan powers. The Lagos Plan of Action agreed upon by African Heads of 

, State and Government in  1980, foscef~llly endorsed the concept of South-South Coopesation for 
reducing African states structural dependence on West and India wholeheartedly welcolned it. 

The Soutll-South Coopct*ation between India and Africa did not get off the ground due to the 
African econornic .Iinltage with the ~netropol itan European econolnies and India's inability to provide 
financial support for the supply of an intermediate range of technology suited to Afiica's 
developmentnI needs. India co~itin~led to have bilateral trading relations with nearly 40 African 
states, and in 1980s composition of Indian trade ilndcrwent changes. 

16.6.2 Political Cooperation 

While econolnic cooperation i~nder 'So~tth-S~utli Cooperation' failed to take off, India's cooperation 
in political spheres reached its peak during the 1980s. As the South African apartheid state began 
to squirm and went on the defensive, non-aligned support to the frontline African states peaked. In 
1980s non-aligned ll~ovement set up Africa Fund to provide financial and rnaterial help to the 
frontline.African states so as to enable the111 to withstand the South African military offensive 
against them. 

16.7 INDIA-AFRICA RELATIONS IN THE 21 ST CENTURY 

The 21st Century will see marked change in India's approach to develop political relations with tlie 
African states and penetrate African ~narltets with the Indian goods. T h o ~ ~ g h  some scholars are of 
the view that South-So~lt11 Cooperation is still possible, the global realities beckon the decisio~~ 
makers to develop new approaclles in the new Cent~li'y that liasjirst began. 



16.7.1 Globalisation and Interdependence 

Global changes have sonie serious consequences for African and Indian state systems. With the 
states offorlner Soviet Union optingfor de~nocracy and open market economies, the pressures on 
tlie rest of tlie third world stales to embrace tlie values of open market liberal economy and 
democracy. With the western controlled international financial institutions insisting on detnocracy 
and protection of human rights as a precondition to giving financial assistance and liberal trading 
arrangements under WTO coming into existence, the African and Indian states had to relax their 
control over economy by privatising state control led public sector units and invest an increasing 
amount of foreign direct investment in the development of infrastructure, telecon~~nunication and 
modernisation ofdifferent sectors of economy. 

16.7.2 Regional Cooperation 

The African continent 11as been burdened by inter and intrastate conflicts and endemic conditions 
ofpoverty, In the fast changing international political and economic environment, states everywhere 
find themselves hard pressed to attract international capital and tech~~ology. 'They were further 
pushed into the pefiplie~y of international economy. Cooperation among states at the regional level 
for econornic purposes l~as become an order of the day. 

The European, Latin American, Asian and North A~iierican states have moved towards regional 
cooperation. African states have decided to form AU by2050. Meanwhile the trend is to strengtlien 
unity at regional level, SADC, ECOWAS, PTA, EAC, COMESA, ECCAS, SACU, OECD provide 
sonie examples of proliferati~lg sub-regional organisations in the African context. 

These organisations at tlie sub-regional level have been forced to look afier security needs of the 
states atthe regional level as Western powers have lost interest in African conflicts with tlie ending 
ofcold war rivalry. 

16.7.3 Indian Diaspora in Africa 

Africa has a sizeable Indian community. Tlie Indians are spread over 35 African states though 
large number ofthem is found in Anglophone East, Central and Southern Africa. They constiti~te 
middle level entrepreneursand provide skilled ~naripower for econo~nic growtli of these countries. 
Being educatio~ially and economically equipped, their presence i n  several African countries as 
intermediaries could be beneficial for the penetration ofthe Indian goods and capital into hinterland 
once the process of trade liberalisation in Africa takes place tlirougli tlie re~noval of customs and 
tariff barriers. 

The Indian goveriiment has recently introduced several beneficial lneasures for the Indians abroad, 
with a view to co-opting the111 in the Indian domestic develop~iient and prolnotion of external trade. 

India-Africa relations in the 21st Century nlay hinge on this crucial Indian factor. In thc post- 
apartheid arid cold war condition had COIIIC in the way of tlie governrl~ent in cooperating with 
Indians in Africa. The 2 1 st Century, being an age ofgrowing inrerdependence, t l~e  Indian government 
will be able to utilise this national asset fbr India's national interest. Tlie growth of regional 
organisations and tlie presence of Indians in Africa can help Indian trade to penetrate largely into 
Afiican areas and also help in n~~iltiplying tlie trade between these two Indian Ocean territories. 



16.8 SUMMARY 

It is believed that people to people contacts between lndia and East Africa can be traced back to 
the Puranas. Political, cultural and social linlcages continued with trading and commercial interests 
ofthe European imperial powersduring the colonial period. Indians were employed by the Portuguese 
as bankers, accoul~tants a ~ ~ d  artisans and by the British as indentured labour to work in the plantations 
but were racially discriminated against. After independence, the Government of India raised the 
issue of racial discri~nination in the UN in 1948. The Indians were supportive of a non-violent 
struggle for independence against tlze colonial powers. The Africans found this position of lndia 
ambivalent and looked at the role ofIndian troops under the UN banner in Afsica, with suspicion. 
After 1962, India bcgan econoniic diplonzacy with some ofthe African states encouraging Indian 
industrialists to invest in Afiica. By late 1970s African countries started adopting non-alignment as 
their ofiicial policy and became members of the UN. Since then, India's relations with Africa 
improved. 

While economic cooperation between countries of the South wis seen as a panacea for reducing 
dependence on western metsopolitan powers,.it could not take offbetween Inclia and Africadi~e to 
Africa's econotziic linkage with the metropolitan European economies. Though it is considered that 
South-South cooperation Is still possible in order to give a fillip to relations between India and 
Africa, new approaches will have to be developed by decision makers. 'This could be achieved by 
cooperation aniong states at a regional level Tor economic purposes. Apart fronl that, India-Africa 
relations may hinge on the crucial factor of a sizeable Indian comnlunity in Africa. 

16.9 EXERCISES 

I )  Arrival of E~lropean Powers to the East afler 1498 was a watershed in India-Africa relations, 
Do yoit agree? 

2) Explain the hctors influencing the 19th Century Indian migration to Afsican colonies? 

3) How did the African experience help Mahatnla Gandlzi to work for Indian independence'? 

4) Explain the concept oofSoulh-South Cooperation? Why did South-South economic cooperation 
between India and Africa fail? 

5) What was India's role in tlie non-aligned forum for supporting frontline African states ilgainst 
Soutlz Africa? 




